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Abstract

The research aims to highlight the series of transformations in
Turkey's strategy towards the changes and interactions in the
Middle East region from 2002 to the present. The interactions within
the region have resulted in various challenges that obstruct Turkey's
performance. This led Turkey to adopt several strategies to manage
the changes resulting from these interactions, based on its
perceptions and understandings of the region. These strategies
included tactical measures to achieve its strategic goals and
interests. In 2002, Turkey adopted a ‘zero problems and crises'
strategy with neighboring countries, which garnered significant
regional acceptance. However, after 2011, regional changes
prompted Turkey to shift to a direct military intervention strategy to
protect its security and political interests, particularly in northern
Syria, thereby solidifying its regional presence. This shift negatively
affected Turkey's regional and international relations, leading to
adopting a 'zero problems' strategy again after 2021 to maintain its
regional gains and role.

Keywords: Turkish strategy; Turkish policy transformations;
Turkish goals; strategic interactions; the Middle East.
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