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The Yemeni Coasts in the Ottoman Archives 1872-1909 AD
A.P. Dr. Kadhem Hassan Jasim Al-Asadi

University of Karbala/College of Education for Human Sciences
Summary:
Several factors contributed to the arrival of the Ottoman Empire to Yemen in
1872 AD, including the attack on Hodeidah by Muhammad bin Aidh, the Emir
of Asir, which prompted the Ottoman Empire to come, as Hodeidah represented
a strategic importance to it, in addition to the Ottoman Empire’s attempt to
compensate for what it lost in terms of possessions in Europe, as it tightened its
grip on the states of the Arabian Peninsula, in addition to what the Suez Canal -
which opened in 1869 AD - provided in terms of facilities in transporting forces
and necessary supplies to Yemen, in addition to what the canal highlighted of
the importance of Yemen’s location controlling the southern entrance to the Red
Sea, and the European countries focused their attention on the eastern and
western coasts of the Red Sea to continue their interests in India and the Middle
East, which led the Ottoman authorities to change their policy and work to
extend their influence over Yemen completely, and after controlling Yemen in
1872 AD, the Ottoman Empire faced many difficulties in Yemen, most notably
the revolutions that were taking place against them, as These rebels were getting
weapons from the Yemeni coast, so the Ottoman Empire saw that it was
necessary to impose control over these coasts, cut off arms supplies, and put an
end to the piracy operations carried out by the tribesmen, which were causing
major problems for the Ottoman Empire in front of foreign countries.
Keywords: Yemen, Ottoman Empire
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