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Precautionary differentiation in Ibn Malik's works: Selected examples
from "Tuhfat al-lhza’ fi Farq bayna ad-Dad wa az-Zha™

Dr. Basim Mohammed Salih Khalaf

College of Business Economics

University of Nahrain
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Summary:

Morphology, or syntax, is a fundamental division in linguistic
studies, encompassing both grammar and morphology in scholarly works,
notably in the writings of linguistic pioneers such as Sibawayh and al-
Mubarrad. Grammar has received ample attention from scholars, resulting
in  numerous studies exploring its linguistic phenomena. However,
morphology has not enjoyed the same degree of scholarly attention. Hence,
this research sheds light on a specific aspect mastered by some scholars,
perhaps most notably by Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH), which is precautionary
differentiation. His book "Tuhfat al-lhza" fi Farq bayna ad-Dad wa az-Zha™
serves as the scientific basis for this study, pioneering the establishment of
guidelines for distinguishing between the letters _»and L. Differentiating
between these letters is  highly challenging, thus precautionary
differentiation became the cornerstone upon which Ibn Malik based his
guidelines. Almost every rule he established includes a condition or
precaution.

This study aims to analyze these precautions and accurately define
their terms, aided by dictionaries and morphology books that greatly assist

in categorizing verbs according to their roots and sources.
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