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The Official Syrian Position on Jordan—- PLO 1970/1971 Crisis
Abstract
The study addresses the Syrian position on the events that occurred between
Jordan and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1970/1971, particularly
as that period saw the peak of the political crisis and military option between the
two parties. Meanwhile, in November 1970, there was a change in the regime in
Syria, by which Hafez al-Assad came to power.

The study also reflects on the transformations in the Syrian position before
and after the coup (Corrective Movement). Notably, the Syrian political discourse
and behavior during the Syrian President Nur al-Din al-Atasi's era was
characterized by the desire to change the regime in Jordan. However, after the
arrival of Hafez al-Assad to power, the Syrian official discourse and position
became more moderate and balanced towards Jordan and less enthusiastic towards
the Palestinian resistance factions. This attitudinal discrepancy (Atassi vs. Assad)
can be attributed to national, regional and international parameters.

The study draws mainly on the Arab and Palestinian documents that

represent the official Palestinian position concerning that period.

Keywords : Syria, Jordan, (P.LO),1970-1971 Crisis
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