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Summary:

This study was organized with an introduction, three axes, and a conclusion
with the results it reached, and was supported by the sources | mentioned in detail in
the footnotes, as follows. | reviewed in the first axis, which deals with pre-war Japan;
Between the years (1868-1945) this research studies the interaction in the historical
relationship between the Japanese and Muslims since the beginning of the modern
era, as well as the information infrastructure related to Islam and Muslims in Japan.
In Japan, which became a regional power since the Meiji era (1868-1912), which is
considered the birth of modern Japan, direct relations were established with
Muslims, and more accurate information was obtained about the Islamic religion or
about the general Islamic community. In comparison with the studies mentioned
above, it can be said that (the third study category) has not developed as far as other
studies. This may be because it is much more difficult to investigate social awareness
among ordinary people, rather than studying the central figures associated with
policy towards Muslims. Itis also difficult to answer questions such as:

How did the Japanese people view Islam before, during, and after World War II?
Did public opinion agree with this policy towards Muslims or not?
Is it possible for the public to be liberated by building an independent outlook away

from the political aspect?
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It can be said that Japan began to pursue an expansionist policy in the geography of
East and Southeast Asia as an imperial power after the Russo-Japanese War between
the years (1904-1905), especially in the 1930s until the first quarter of the 1940s,
and there were topics that needed to be studied, such as fighting Muslims. Under the
leadership of China and Russia, and hegemony in the "Greater East Asia" region,
Japan made political propaganda to build a "co-prosperity zone". In this regard, it is
worth noting that a body of information mixed with political arguments against
Muslims has been created. The second axis dealt with studies of Japan after World
War II. The Japanese who built the country from scratch after the heavy defeat that
Japan faced in World War Il built their vision of the Arabs, Islam, and Muslims in light
of the information they carried from the sources that wrote about Islam and the
Arabs during the period that It preceded the war. However, after World War I, the
matter began to change gradually, with steady steps towards building a new,
independent outlook based on neutral scientific sources. New studies began to
appear that were serious and impartial, and were not influenced by Western studies
based on a previously biased view towards Arabs and Muslims. The third axis dealt
with The Japanese Associations for Arab Studies also indicated that Japan has begun
to employ its human resources to develop scientific studies and restore official,
peaceful diplomatic relations with Islamic countries. Consequently, all religious and
political terms and concepts used towards Muslims before and during the war were
rejected. This is because the shock of war caused permanent damage to the state’s
memory.

By looking at the overall image that the Japanese people had of Islam and Muslims
at that time, it can be said that the general masses of people in Japan were not
interactive in their understanding and outlook towards Arabs, Islam, and Muslims.

Rather, interaction was limited, in contrast to the central institutions and
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personalities associated with the religion of Islam. However, it is necessary to
research and make an effort to investigate the issue of social awareness in those
days to assess the extent of the penetration of Japanese policy towards Muslims. It
should also be noted that some people were following lectures, public seminars and

exhibitions related to Islam.



