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Abstract

This study deals with research and investigation of the endowment of Abd al-
Rahman Ibn Al-Hajj (pilgrim) Musa Zaydiyah, a resident of Gaza City. The date
of this endowment dates back to 1274 AH / 1857 AD, and it was recorded in
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Register No. (1), which is the only register of the Gaza Court during the
Ottoman era, kept in the Directorate of Historical Documents in Damascus. The
document consists of 459 papers size A4. The endowment is classified under
family inherented endowment, charitable endowment, and common endowment.
The endowment folio in occupies No. (56) in the register, which is a copy of
the original taken by the waqif.

The study highlighted the social and economic role played by the endowments
in Gaza City. The scriot showed the role of endowments in the society and
activities of this city. As for the information contained in the endowment text, it is
documented and reliable. Because it bears the seal and signature of the Sharia
judge in Gaza and the witnesses, and this information is of an official nature.

It is worth noting that Gaza played an important role during the era of Ottoman
rule, and that it was most of the time a sanjak, or a district affiliated to the
Levant state, and it was attached to the Jerusalem Province, which is directly
affiliated with the Sublime Porte.

Keywords: Gaza City, Waqf, Gaza legal record, legal script.
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