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Abstract

After the British withdrawal from Afghanistan in April 1880 during the Second Anglo-
Afghan War (1878-1880), the Russians had another opinion in filling the void resulting from
this withdrawal, especially since some of the Afghan princes who resisted Britain took refuge in
it, which constituted a real and great burden on Afghanistan in the shadow of The rule of Abd
al-Rahman Khan (1880-1901), a member of the ruling family and the son of Dost Muhammad
Khan, the emir of Afghanistan (1826-1863), so the Russian forces advanced in Turkestan to

complete their occupation, which began in 1836, which is a territory belonging to Afghanistan
since the rule of Ahmad Shah al-Dawani(1747-1773), which is considered the
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founder of the state of Afghanistan in the modern era, this progress resulted in
Russia colliding with British interests in India between 1883-1885, which
prompted the Russians to push the Iranians to occupy the Hashtadan region on
the common border with Afghanistan, and thus Britain began to defend
Afghanistan through diplomatic work and financial and military support, a support
that was agreed upon according to the Treaty of Lyell in 1880, and we note that
this support came to cover Britain’s non—participation in the military confrontation
against Russia. International events in Banjadeh and Hashtadan have led to a
rise in tension between Britain and Russia in several regions of the world,
especially in Egypt, Upper Burma and India, and thus the British government's
tendency was towards supporting the Afghan prince for military intervention and
stopping Russian interference. As for Hashtadan's problem, Britain was in direct
contact with the Iranian Shah for an appropriate settlement through diplomacy.
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