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(the industrial heart of Germany) under the
control of the Allied Powers.

The problem with France was that the
Americans and the support of Britain were
determined to rebuild Germany, or at least the
part they controlled in Germany. Western
powers were thus deeply divided on the
German question. France and the United States
were working on different wavelengths.

Western powers abandoned any other pretext
for quasi-control over Germany following the
failure of the Moscow Conference of Foreign
Ministers in early 1947, the announcement of
the Marshall Plan in the summer of 1947 to
rehabilitate Europe, and finally the inclusion of
American, British and French occupation
zones in Germany under the Marshall Plan.

Given the dominance of Britain and the United
States over much of West Germany, the
outcome of this conflict was unquestionable,
and the French were forced to avoid total
marginalization (meaning that they had no
influence at all on what was going on inside
Germany). They had to concede, and because
France did not have There is little choice in
this regard, and reluctantly the French
government accepted the policy of Western
powers in Germany after it found that its
strategic interests corresponded to Western
strategy.
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. Georges-Henri Soutou, “La sécurit¢ de la
France dans D’apres-guerre,” in Maurice
Vaisse, Pierre Mélandri, and Frédéric Bozo,
eds., La France et ’OTAN 1949-1996 (Paris:
Complexe, 1996), p. 28.

. Abstract

For many years the prevailing assumption
among historians was that French politics was
not very important, rarely mentioned in the
history of the Cold War and that it was
mentioned only in profile, often treated as a
weak and late power after the Second World
War. The French were obsessed with ideas It is
old, represented by the German threat.

Indeed, historians often argue openly that

during the early Cold War, "the main
obsession of French policy was to defend
against the German threat." On the other hand,
"the French consciousness of the Russian
threat" was late and hesitant. The French
government was not keen in the immediate
aftermath of the war to see a European-
Western bloc balancing Soviet power in
Europe, hoping instead that France would
serve as a bridge between the East And the
West.

The main objective of France was to weaken
Germany and keep the Alliance of Allies in
World War 11 intact. The marginalization of
Germany, the prevention of a central state, the
separation of the left bank of the Rhine from
Germany, and the making of the Ruhr basin
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