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Abstract

America's Misguided Quest
for Unipolar Hegemony In the Post — Cold War World
SAMUEL P. HUNTINGTON

There is now only one superpower, But that does not mean
that the world is uniPolar. A unipolar system Would have one
superpower, no significant major powers and many minor
power. A bipolar system like the Cold War has two
superpowers, and the relations between them are central to
international politics. Each superpower dominates a coalition of
allied. States and competes with the other superpower for
influence among nonaligned countries. A multipolar system has
several major powers of comparable strength that cooperate and
compete with each other in shifting patterns. A coalition of major
states is necessary to resolve important international issues.
Contemporary international politics does not fit any of these
three models. It is instead a strange hybrid, a uni-multipolar
system with one superpower and several major powers. The
settlement of key international issues requires action by the
single superpower but always with some combination of other
major states. American officials quite naturally tend to act as if
the world were unipolar. They boast of American power and

American virtue, hailing the United States as a benevolent
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hegemony. They lecture other countries on the universal validity
of American principles, practices, and institution. At the 1997
G-7 summit in Denver, President Clinton boasted about the
success of the American economy as a model for others.
Secretary of State Madeleine K . Albright has called the United
States 'the indispensable nation" and said that 'we stand tall
and hence see further than other nations'. In the unipolar
moment at the end of Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the United States was often able to impose its will on
other countries that moment has passed. In acting as if this
were a unipolar world.

The United States is also becoming increasingly alone in the
world. American leaders constantly claim to be speaking on
behalf of "the international community" but whom do they have
in mind? China? Russia? India? Pakistan? Iran? The Arab
world? The Association of Southeast Asian Nations? Africa?
Latin America? France? Do any of these countries or regions
see the United States as the spokesman for a community of
which they are a part? In the multipolar world of the 21°
century, the major power will inevitably compete, clash, and
coalesce with each other in various permutations and
combinations. Such a world however, will lack the tension and
conflict between the superpower and the major regional power
that are the defining characteristic of a uni—-multipolar world. For

that reason, the United States could find life as a major power
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in a multipolar world less demanding, less contentious, and

more rewarding than it was as the world's only superpower.
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