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The Soviet siege on West Berlin and its impact on British—Soviet political relations
1948-1949

Researcher Ahmed Sadiq Jaafar
Prof. Dr. Youssef Taha Hussein

Faculty of Education — University of Maysan — Department of History

Abstract:

After the failure of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the major powers to reach an
agreement to settle the German issue at the end of 1947, Britain and its Western allies
followed a special policy in the western region under their control in Germany aimed at
weakening the Soviet influence and limiting the spread of communism in Germany by
making the western region superior to them. economically and politically on the eastern
region subject to the Soviet Union, and this is why the Conference of Foreign Ministers of
Western countries held in London for the period between February—June 1948 resulted
in a set of decisions known as the “London Program” that defined the desired goals of
economic reform and political reconstruction of the western regions in order to Formation
of a federal government in Germany. This aforementioned conference aroused the
opposition of the Soviet Union, and when the Western countries did not respond, it
imposed a siege on the western entrance to Berlin, believing that it would lead to
economic collapse in it, and thus impose its control on Berlin and then Germany, but
Britain took a decisive position and actively participated In the airlift to break the siege by
dropping food and fuel supplies by planes to the residents of West Berlin to show the

West's support for them. This is what we will see in the course of the research
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