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Abstract:

This study aims to show how Ibn Ashour skillfully used the technique of conjunction
and disjunction, which is one of the finest arts of rhetoric, that is deeply connected with
Semantics. Language scholars define conjunction as: linking separate sentences by using
the “Waw” (i.e. and); Likewise, they define disjunction as: separating sentences by not
using any conjunctions.

The researcher followed an analytical approach to study certain examples selected from
Ibn Ashour interpretation of the meanings of the Holy Qur’an titled “al-Tahrir wa al-Tan-
wir” (i.e. Liberation and Enlightenment), comparing his opinions to the opinions of the
predecessors who studied the rhetoric of the Qur’an, namely Al-Jurjani, Al-Zamakhshari,
Al-Taftazani, Abu Al-Saud, and Al-Alusi.

The researcher discussed when Ibn Ashour agreed or disagreed with the mentioned
scholars, highlighting what distinguished him -if any- or what he added to their opinions
when dealing with those particular verses.

The researcher reached fruitful results; such as:

1. The examples of conjunction and disjunction listed by Ibn Ashour in his interpreta-
tion, whether mentioned by the researcher or not, have been listed by the early commen-
tators and linguists.

2. As for the examples of conjunction and disjunction listed by Ibn Ashour, in which he
added to the opinions of the earlier scholars, he either added new purposes for the usage of
this technique, or further explained the meanings of the Qur’anic examples while agreeing

with the earlier scholars at the origin of the intended meaning.

Keywords: Conjunction, Disjunction, Ibn Ashur, Semantics
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