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Research Summary :

After grammarians established the principles of grammar and defined its terminology,
we find in the Qur’an, the Prophetic Hadiths, and Arab dialects instances that contradict
these agreed-upon rules. This is not problematic, as language is broader than being con-
fined to a single rule or perspective. Often, we encounter in the Qur’an instances that de-
viate from these principles or rules, as well as in the very sources of grammar themselves.
After elaborating extensively on a grammatical issue and its conditions, a commentator
may conclude by noting that it appears irregularly or among a specific Arab tribe, or rarely
contrary to what was explained.

One of the notable examples in the Qur’an is the treatment of numerals, which, on the
surface, contradicts the grammarians’ conventions. For instance, a feminine compound
numeral is paired with a masculine singular noun when the expected agreement in gen-
der (masculine/feminine) or number (singular/plural) is absent. An example is the term
umam (nations)—a plural feminine noun—following asbaf (tribes), raising questions: Is

it a descriptor of asbat or ithnat@ ‘ashrat (twelve)? Or is it an appositive for either?

Keywords: Arab dialects, Asbata (tribes), Grammatical irregularity
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