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Abstract:
Materialisms have become an important word in intellectual and cultural

discourse today. Despite their differences, these philosophical stances propose that
thought can think outside itself, and that reality can be known without its being shaped
by and for human comprehension. This position sharply contrasts with the
philosophical and cultural view dominant over the last half century, a view that affirms
the indispensability of interpretation, discourse, textuality, signification, ideology, and
power. Today’s materialisms explicitly challenge many of these now prevalent
assumptions of cultural practice and theoretical inquiry. Art actively participates in this
challenge and presents works that fall under the term neo-materialism.

New materialism art provides spaces for the emerging and rapidly changing set
of ideas, practices, and challenges proposed by contemporary materialisms, reflecting
their nascent reworking of art, philosophy, culture, theory, and science, among other
fields. Further, art strives to expand the horizons and terms of engagement with matter
beyond the primarily philosophical context in which the recent developments have
taken place.

The extension of the propositions of agency and intentionality to humans, non-
humans, and even inanimate objects posed by the new materialism led to the
emergence of Multispecies Art, which would inevitably require a change in the aspects
of art criticism and the concept of aesthetics.

This article comes in two parts, the first presents a theoretical framework that
briefly explains the concept of new materialism and focuses on proposed concepts
related to artistic work such as intra-action, agential realism, agential cut, material
immanence, post-humanism entanglement, and material immanence, Then the second
part presents a critical analysis according to the diffraction approach of a number of
works exhibited in (Intra-action: Multispecies becomings in the Anthropocene Art
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Exhibition for the Australian Animal Studies Group Conference 2013, University of
Sydney).

This article concludes that the matter is vibrant and the artworks may be human,
non-human, and product of cooperation between them in a beautiful illustration of
how the agency works and moves through the various actors involved in the artistic
process.

This requires a reformulation of the concepts of art, the artist, the artwork,
intentionality, and aesthetics beyond the human narrative about art. It also requires a
shift in art criticism to keep pace with the new concepts of matter in the age of
biotechnology that have changed our understanding of life, non-life, and semi-life.

Keywords:New materialism, performative materialism, intra-action, agential
realism, agential cut, material immanence, entanglement, post-humanism, diffraction,
reflection, multispecies aesthetics, Karen Barad, Rosie Braidotti.
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