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2— The Baath Socialist Party Regional Conference,
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“The Arab Gulf, Arabia and the Red Sea”
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The Baath Secialist Party eight Regional Conference.
8-12 January 1974.
“The Arab Gulf, Arabia and The Red Sea”

The Arab Gulf, Arabia and the Red Sea.(1

The Arab Gulf area had remained until recently,
under direct British colonialist domination. In view of the
extension of this area., the sparsity of its population, its
location on the naval communication lines, and the foreign
administrative control over most fields of life there, it has
been for a long time subject to spontaneous and organised
foreign emigration.

Following the discovery of oil in tremendous
quantities, the British and American imperialists came to
build their policies there on the basis of this new and very
important factor, while in the past they used to concentrate
primarily on its strategical military importance.

Ior the purpose of tightening their control over this
ares, the imperialists have followed a long-range policy
based, in addition to direet cecupation, ensurance of the
loyalty of the local rulers and control over all fields of
life, upon the organisation of foreign emigration, especially
Tranian and on ¢ lorge scale - with the aim of disrupting
and altering itz national reality in a form similar, in
essence and basic objeetives, to that could izolate the area

(1) The Baghdad Observer, 1.3.1974 Vol. V, No. 1856,
PE. & T
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from the Arab environment and prevent its liberation and
unity with the neighbouring Arab countries and especially

Iraq.

The Arab Baath Socialist Party, especially, since the
sixties, has been the Arab movement most insistently
warning against the dangers surrounding the Arab Gulf
area, realising that the basic nature of the confliet there
will be for a long time to come a “nationalist” one, and
comparing with the present events there and the events
in Palestine during the initial stages of the Zionist settler
invasion.

Throughout the sixties the American and British
forces exerted wide and active efforts for arranging the
affairs of this ares in 3 new manner based in form upon
direct British withdrawal and granting the existing
entities there some sort of independence, while actually
tightening the imperialist political, economic and military
control over the area.

The question of the Arab Gulf, notwithstanding its
specific features, such as the nationalist character of the
conflict there, az a result of the Iranian infiltration and
the designs of the Iranian government is part of the
general Arab cause, and is closely connected with the couse
of Arab struggle for hberation, unity and progress.

The presence in this area, together with the rest of
the Arabian Peninsula, Trag and Tran, of the biggest
reserves of energy in the world has turned it, following
the aggrvation of the energy crisis, into one of the most
vital areas for imperialism.

Bl B i s



Petroleum in this area is no longer, as it used to be
Just a commercial ecommodity whose exploitation yielded
hig revenues, but has come to be a major strategical issue
closely and decisively eonnected with the position of
imperialism, especially American imperialism, in the world
conflict and with its most essential interest. It is also
conneeted to a greatly decisive degree with the destiny of
the Western world and Japan, who are in need of energy.
Thusg, the control of American imperialism over this area
and the arrangement of its affairs and those of the whole
Arab area, have come to be a question of utmost gravity
and importanee for it, inducing it to exert unprecedented
efforts and invest tremendous political, military and
economic resources. It is no longer correct and pessible,
following the clarification of theze alarming facts, to
isolate the events and conflects oceurring in the Arab Gulf
area from the total events and conflicts oceurring in the
whole Arab area. Nor is it any longer correct and possible
to limit the methods and sizes of the confrontation there
within “regional” confines, notwithstanding all the specific
features distingvishing this area.

The imperialist attempts at disrupting or changing the
national reality in the Arab Gulf area is one link in the
imperialist scheme aimed at arranging the affairs of the
Arab area for ensuring the flow of energy from its sources,
and ensuring communications across the Arab Gulf, the
Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea. Thus, all the hireling and
allies in the arvea are performing, each from his own
positions and aims, a role in this process, despite all the
present and possible contradictions among thermn, which
the American imperialiste are trying to settle and

- YYY —



coordinate between the various sides.

Among the basic conditions for arranging the area
affairs, in addition to the ensurance of the sources and
flow of energy, is the ensurance of its communieation lines
in the Arab Gulf, the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.
The roles of the imperialist mainstays are not only limited
to the maintenance of the energy supply contracts and of
the pro imperialist regimes and their protection against
the winds of liberation and nationalizsation but they also
extend to the ensurance of the communication lines;
which process - in its two aspects - requires the
encirelement of the revolutninary forees, chielfy Irag, and
plotting against them with the aim of weakening and
toppling them; and the encirclement of South Yemen and
the attempt at toppling the present regime there, and
also in North Yemen, through establishing reactionary
and impedialist contral there, since these two countries
occupy & strategical position overlooking the southern
entrance of the Red Sea. The process also requires the
ensurace of affairs in Sudan, encirclement of the Eritrean
revolution, and the control by Ethiopia of the port of
Djibouti. The whole process reguires inlensified naval
ground and air armament, as well az huge funds spent
on purposes of propaganda, the buying of agents, concot-
ion of coups and preparing requirements of economic
challenge in the area.

This whole process iz linked with the other aspect,
namelv the Palestinian arena, or the so-called Middle East
crisis, All the sides we have mentioned are proceeding
along a general plan aimed at liquidating the forces of the
Arab revolulion, or their encirelement withing the

= YYA -



narrowest bounds, disrupting and domestication of the
present Arab affairs, and bolstering the right-wing forces
and trends inside them or even toppling them if possible,
with the aim of imposing an American settlement upon
the area.

When the 17 July revoution of 1968 took place, the
imperialist schemes concerning the Gulf area in particular
had already traversed a long distance along the path of
implementation, thus, achieving considerable advantage in
time and resources before the revolution had taken place
and faced its nationalist responsibilities in this area. When
the revolution took place and commenced upon ghouldering
its nationalist responsibilities in this area, it was faced at
the time and thrughout the past five and half years with
the following cireumstances and considerations:

1— The Party’s occupation during the first stage of
the revolutions and for a relatively long time with the
tasks of consolidating and leading the revolutionary power
and other urgent national tasks. Thus it was not able
during that period to invest sufficient offorts and resources
of effectice and direct influence upon the area affairs,

2— The actual absence of Traq from the area as a
result of the imperialist schemes and the policies of the
previous regimes. The economie, political and other relat-
ions between Irag and the area countries had been almost
nonexistent at the rise of the revolution. This had required
the commencement upon establishing political, economie,
cultural and other relations with the countries of this
area, almost starting from naught.

- Yya —



3— Most of the required political, economie, cultural
and other activities in this area for facing the agressive
schemes and ambitions could not be carried out, and that
for reasons connected with the circumst a nces of the area,
chief among which iz the weakness of the popular
movement and the passive stands of the present regimes
there vis-a-vis the desipns and dangers jeopardising the
Arabism of the Gulf area, notwithstanding the pressure
of Arab public opinion inside and outside the area Irag's
initiative in this respect were received by negative, non-
national attitudes sereened by the bogey of fear of Irag.
which bogey was invented by the imperialist and expans-
ionist quarters in the area for isolating the latter from
the biggest and most capable adjacent Arab country.

4— The aggravation of the dangers surrounding the
Arab area has oceurred at a time when the revolution
was occupied on a large scale and along the political and
military levels, with the Palestinian cause and the requ-
irements of econfrontation with the imperialist and Zionist
enemy, thus greatly affecting the guantity and quality of
its activities and efforts in the Arab Gulf area.

This has alzo oceurred under circumstances of Arab
gilence and neglect, whether deliberately and through
complieity, or through ignorance and accute engroszment
in the conflict in the Palestinian arena. Some regimes had
pleaded total occupation with the confrontation with the
Zionist enemy and paid no attention to all the urgent calls
of Iraq, warning against the dangers surrounding the
Gulf area. They also shrinleed any commitments towards
this area, even moral and aymbolical ones. They even
endeavoured in a towards thiz area, even moral and

LN -



symbolical ones. They even endeavoured in a persistent
and open manner to improve their relations with Iran
hefare and after her oceupations of the three Arab islands
(Abu Mousa and Greater and Minor Tomb).

Furthermore, the alliance of these regimes, especially
in the present phase, with the Saudia regime which s
playing a basic role in the imperialist paan aimed at
tightening the imperialist control over the Arab Gulf
ares, has given the Saudi reaction a free hand and provided
it with effective political cover for greatly influencing the
affairs of this area, in cooperation with the Iranian regime
and the reactionary regimes in the Gulf.

As to the other Arab countries, they paid no heed,
whether intentionally or out of negligence, to the
developments in the Gulf area, and were not willing
take prat in any effective effort for facing the dangers
surrounding it. In fact most of these countries had tried
by direct or indirect methods to depict Iraq’s concern for
this question and her persistent calls for effective stands,
as a pretect for shrinking her commitments on the Palest-
inian area.

The responsibility of the ABSF and the 17th July
revolution towards the Arab Gulf area proceeds from
their nationalist principles and aims in the first place.
Furthermore, the Iragi region, by virtue of ist being the
biggest Arab country in the area and the one with the
latest advances and possibilities in most fields, shoulders
the main weight in protecting thiz area apainst the gangers
and designs menacing it. But ig is necessary to stress
constanly on the nationalist nature and importance of
this area and on the dangers menacing it
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Parig, le 12 September 1917,
Son Ixeellence

Monsieur I'’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre & Paris.
J'ai Thonneur d'adresser ici a Votre Excellence une

F. 0. 371, 3053. ")
F. O. to D. M. L Sept, 24, 1917, Bertie to A. J. Balfour
14th., Sept., 1917.
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proposition et me permets de g prier de daigner lui
accorder Son intérét Sa haute confiance.

Mais, avant d’aborder le sujet, je tiens & donner i
Votre Excellence une preuve de quelques qualités de
valeur morale, d’esprit de décision et d’énergie qui répnent
dans le sein de ma famille, en mettant sous 8e€s yeux
quelques lignes du dernier livre de M. Maurice Bairrés,
le Président d’'une Ligue hestile 4 1a Nation Juive, ou le
dernier, malgre son hostilité, parle de mon fils, mort
héroiquement sous Verdun pencant une attaque qu'il s'est
offert lui-méme de condnire contre un forti n, trés
fortement organisé par V'ennemi, fortin lequel, conguis et
dépassé par lui, se trouve depuis définitivement acquis a
la France,

Puisse le sang généreusement et tout volontairement
versé par mon file plaider, auprés de Votre Excellence, en
faveur de Sa haute confiance en la propostion que T
soumettre ici.

Et voici ma proposition:

Je me fais fort de réunir, pour le printemps prochain,
une troupe combatiante juive, forte de 120 mille homes
vigoureux du nombre de ceux qui ne zont pas mohilizables;
cette troupe, bien vite portée au double, coopérerait, dans

certaines conditions, avec les troupes de 'Entente.

Mon offre, qui au prime abord pourrait paraitre
illusoire, perdra son aspect illusoire aussitit gue les
milliers d’hommes seront arrivés sur les lieux de

eoncentration des futurs combattsnts,
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Les conditions que je me permets de poser sont les
suivantes:

1— La Provinee turque El-Haca, prés du golfe
Persique, Koweit excepté, deviendra un Etat juif';

2— Cet FEtat sera cras Par un coup de main des
troupes juives aussitdt qu'elles auront atteint le chiffre
de 30 mille homme organisés, instruits et équinés dans
Pendroit ol se fera leur concentration qui sera lile de
Bahrein du méme golfe;

3— Tous les frais de Péquipement, de armement et
autres, exigés par Jes préparatifs, le transoport, le
ravitaillement, ete... seront avancés s0it par I'Angleterre
seule, =oit par PEntente; les sommes, ainsi avancées,
constitueront Iz premidre dette de IEtat Juif:

4— Les instructeurs et une partie du personnel
commandant  seront fournis par I'Entente et seront
considérés au service de larmée juive dont ils porteront
I'miforme:

5.— Les troupes juives ne combattront qu'en Asie:

6.— En vue de sauvegarder les intéréts de la Nation
Juive d'une part et assurer Pexacte et fidéle exécution
des nos engagements vis-a-vis de IEntente de Iautre, je
jugerais de mon devoir d’assumer la direction supréme
de Dentreprise, il va sans dire que je m’entourerai de
collaborateurs compétents et solliciterai Tappui  des
lumitres des hommes d'Etat de TAngleterre ot de
I'Entente ;

7.— Toute Tentreprize, jusqu’au moment de V'invasion
de la provinee El-Haca, devra étre conduite en grand



seeret: méme les masses d'hommes destines aux troupes
futures, méme lu presque totalité des futurs officiers et
collaborateurs sevont tenus dans lignorance absolue de
lentreprise, et surtout de UVobjectif, pendant toute la
période des préparatifs.

Voiei lordre chronologigue dans lequel, dans ma
pensée, les évenements devront se suivre

1— FEtablissement dun projet de traité entre
'Entente et 'Angleterre dun coté et moi, parlant au nom
du futur Etat Juif, de I'autre, n'ayant pas, pour le moment,
de qualité pour traiter et négocier un traité; ce dernier
portera un caractére de projet et deviendra un traité
definitif lorsque, placé par un synhédrion de Rabhins en
téte des troupes juives et accepté par celles-ci, ma situation
sera devenue officielle.

9 Préparation de lentreprise par un comité
supérieur, constitué par moi et secondé par des sous-comités
appropriés aux besoin des préparatifs,

3— Transport des hommes sur l'ile de Bahrein, ou
geront préparés les campemenls pour recevoir 30,000
hommes et réunis tous les élemeuts d'équipement,
d’armement, ete.

4,— Passage des hommes, concentrés dans 1'ile, sur le
pied de guerre, leur instruction, constitution du personnel
commandant, eréation d'un Synhédrion légal du point de
vue de 'Orthodoxie juive.

5. Invasion de la province turque Fl-Haga, proelama-
tion de la fondation de I'Etat Juif; reconnaissance du
nouvel Etat par les Puissances de I'Entente.



6.— Organisttion hétive du nouvel Etat, arrivée de
nouveaux contingents, leur instruction et organisation.

T— Un état de guerre existant entre 'Etat Juif et
la Turguie du fait de l'invasion du territoire de cette
derniére, les troupes juives entreront immédiatement en
campagne et demeureront dans cet état jusqu'a la vietoire
finale de I'Entente ou jusqu'a leur destruction.

La proclamation immédiate de I'Etat juif et sa
reconnaissance de 'Entente constituera un fait de nature
a électriser la Nation Juive et & déterminer chez elle un
élan puissant en faveur de I'Entente dont U'Etat Juif
deviendrait une partie intégrale. Il en résultera en méme
temps une affluence de fonds inépuisables ainsi que
I'aceroissement du nombre des combatiants; en outre, de
par la logique des choses, les soldats juifs dans les armées
des Alliés ne se contenteront plus de faire leur devoir; ils
deviendront des logigue: de par la méme logique des choses,
agizgsant au sens contraire, la grande piété des soldats
juifs de Turguie et d'Autriche paralysera antomatiquement
leur sentiment de devoir. En Russie 'enthousiasme juif
aura les effets les plus heureux sur leurs camarades
chrétiens.

-

Et avant de finir je tiens & préeiser que la présente
proposition n’a aucune racine dans lea milieux dits Sionistes
dont les aspirations ne eoincident pas avee celles de mes
amis et les miennes et dont les méthodes et les voies j'étais
toujours 3 condamner.

Je prendrai la liberté de solliciter demain dans
Paprés-midi une audience de Votre Excellence dans le
désir de conmaitre la suite qu'Elle compte donner & ma
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proposistion; je me tiendrais sussi & Sa disposition pour
Lui donner toute explication quElle jugerait utile de me
réclamer,

Dans Tespoir d'étre honoré de Sa haute confiance, Je
prie Votre Excellence de daigner agréer Pexpression de
mes sentiments les plus dévoués et respectuens.

(gigned
Dr. M. ROTHSTEIN

Adresse 4 Paris
42 biz rue de Rivoli.

Hotel de Nige.
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