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Private Consumpticn Planning for the Iragi Economy Using the
Expendimre Elasticity Coetlicients

Dr. Hussain A. El- Atrabi
Agricultural Econ. Dapr,
College of Agnculture
University of Baghdad

Abstract

The aim of the study is to estimite private consumption growth
rates by economic sectors within the overall growth raie of the
agonomy using the expenditure elpstictty coetficients and population
srowth,

The secworal growth rates of private consumplion are reguires Lo
md projected privale consumpticn asapartof final  demand in
appiving 2 proper economic planming model. 1e Input —Cuiput
model. in order (o0 mauntan internal consistency, overall feasibiliny
and semsible criteria for sectoral planning w achieve the requined
output and the other development requiremenis.

Moreover., this appreach has been used to find arowth rates of
private consumpticn for the main commodities groups
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The Regeneration Myth in |
Dvlan Thomas" = A Winter's
Tale"
By
Jameela Kheder Al- Arar

TYL a-TVD o

Abstruc

Dhlan Toomas (1933 1914 revealed 2 preoccupation with the
—=oirth cvioz and the -sserrection =me o Hiso -~ Winter's _xde " 15
ArBCONICE.E d Tale of physical it sprnmual regenranon wch has
~sen weaiad myvthacaily. The hero’s swakening from the wanzer of his

howling Zssires “to e spring of mysiical love is accompanied by
e awakeming of Namre from = torpor  His svmbolic sensual
xpeTienge Aith the ™ S - bird couares 1 ospintiml SomEnson
arflecting oMo s gombicaton of both body and soul . iy bard
*oves w oeoan ablegoncal fgure wiich incamates the generzsye and
2roranye tower of lova in Man ans in the coSmos of farge

he e of the poem is Zerwoven Fom TWO COSTISTING
areads o ==rlect the raradoxical  aature of the hero®s expezznce
Jhe work soounds Wit o senes of snutherend images © of sensualin
:nd religor |, the physicu and the maaphysical . snow and tir2 . ete ..
ol or whics dre combized in the nnagze of the she- bird who s Soth a
aman i adeity . Ths present sizdy traces the successive sz2¢s in
W daveiltment cof imagery wizreba theogradosl prossss of
raseneraticn akes placs.
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* A Winter's Toie™is vanation on an old Welsh feniiity mvih
Dvlan Thomas adapis the comventional rebirth cvele by adding two
other stages to its well —known pattern . Hence, the newiy adapred
cyvele moves. into four successive stages instead of two . [ beping
with death . followed by a regeneration . followed by snother
temporal death . but only w0 end up with a permanent resurrection,
Significantly the first regeneration 15 terminated becauss it 15 a purely
physical one. Whereas the second s permanent because 11 includes
the physical as well as the spimual . This verv patten 15 duplicated in
terms of the two dominant images i the ~ Tale ™ the poem moves
from smow | 1o fire surrounded by snow. 1o that of merging fire and
snow , but only to end up with a melting snow

The tale begins in winter . which s duplicated by the winter in the
hera’s life . This dead in life man seeks 1o miegrate his being through
the gratification af  his physical needs = The paradoxical
indispensability of the fleshly and sensual expertence for 2 sound
spiritual life is svmbolized bv the hero’s resori to the™ house of
prayers “ o voice his’” howling desires” Thus . Thomas lends o son
of ascendancy to the physical aspect of man’s being . The appearance
of the mythical she-bird radiztes the previously gzrim scene .
endowing both the lonely hero and the dead Mawre with signs of a
new life . The union berween the man and the bird brings all the
living creatures o 2 second temporal death which is followed by an
agonized , vet everlasting resurrection .

By adopting 2 mythical basis for his poem, Thomas justifies the
improbability of its incidents and manages to achieve an mmediate
accessibility to the reader's subconscious . He appeals o man's
suppressed self by exploring and exposing the hero's naked desire,
Thomas seeks 1o cast light on the realm of the unconscious . bringing
i to the conscious level . In October 1934, he had personally siated
that

Whatever 15 hidden should be nzked = To be sinpped of
darkness 13 to be clean . to strip of darkness 15 to make clean
Poetry . recording the siripping of the individual derkness
must . inevitaoly | cast light upon what has been nidden for

Tooh il i d sl oall o daalat 2l 130 A

-5 =



wo long . amd by 30 doing, make cleéan the naked
gxposure”’,

The present tale records the hero’s experience in s of the
narural elements. This implies a strong sense of analogy tarween
parure and man which is estadlished from the verv beminning of the
work . Thus . the tale is @ svmbolic joumey from winter to sgnng in
both Man and Mature,

in s essav = The Religious Poer , “ W.5. Merwin deriz#s the
relizious artist as the one who perceives in the universe

A force of love or creation which is more divine than cither
man  or the warld and a force of death or destrection s aich s
more terrible than man orthe world . Although his S.timate
vision is the tragic one of creation through suffesng . his
nltrmate. sense will beoot joy . For 1 the act of [ove, the 22atral
act of creation . be will see the force of love . in man 2nd the
world , merge inexiricably and mysteriousty with the farce of
death . and vet from this union new creation ( 151 born Srough
suffering -,

Thomas has never approached religion as an arthodox Chnstian
And taking Merwin's definition into consideration . the tale can be
safely viewed as an amempt ar a religious rebirth too. It is the ven
mergence of = the force of love” with that ™ of death = which [2ads o
the resurrection of the hero , she- bird and MNature at the enzaf the
poem . The religious aspect is reinforced by the accumuiziion of
religions images such as:  star of faith pure as the dnfiing brezd™ and
* tha cup of the vales ,” reminiscent of the Communion i, 43 well
as the reference to * the home of pravers " * The heavea " the
ouming font” . = The folds of paradise™. ~ the ~ lost believer = and =
the priests . * ¢tc . These images are juxtaposed with sensua, cnes to
re- empphasize the co- existence of both the metaphyvsical and the
physical in man.

The tale is made of twentv - six s1anzas . the majecity of wrich are
wriften in run- on limes zignifvinz the cononuiny betwa2n the
successive stages of the experience — . it is one complete woole It
opens with an atmosphere of death: Nature 15 enshrouded by 52 white
snow foreboding a sinister note which i3 intensified by the * stars
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falling cold ~ and the * far owl Warning. among the tolds™ 11.7-8)1"
There is hardly any sign of virality nor any warmth in the first twa
STANZNS.

From the heart of the* engulfing ™ snow . the agomzed hero

unroiled

The scrolls of fire that burned his heart and head.

Torn and alone in a farm house in a fold.

Of fields . And burning then

In his firelit istand ringed by the winged snow

And the dung hills white as wool and the hen

Roots sleeping chill till the flame of the cock crow

Combs through the maniled vards and the moming men

Stumble out with their spades .

pEbl4-21
significantly . the third stanze introduces the image of fire together

with that of snow , but only to signify the dominance of snow at this
stage inthe hero’s life. The ™ fire that bumed his heart and head = is 2
reflecion of hes unfulfilled  buming desires . This fire
paradoxically indicates the - snow™ and ~ coldness™ ol his frustration,
Even his firelit island * is surrounded and * ringed ** by the * winged
snow,” [ropically the flame of'the " cock crow * which awakens the
farm creatures into life .

Entrapped in his * nameless need ." The man felt the urge for
giving vent 10 his suppressed sensuality . Thus. he knelr . weapr and
praved.

May his hunger go howling on bare white bones

Past the statues of the stable and the sky roofed sties

And the duck pond gliss and the blinding byres alone

Inwo the home of pravers.

(11.33-36)

To face the truth of his being . this lonelv man has w rend the

= wveil * which separates him from the = sky = The veil symbolizes his
spiritual parzfvsis which result from the obsession with his animalistic
"naked need . Besides | the " cloud of his snow blind lave = blurs
his insight . Thomas' emphasis on the hero's sexual depervanoen 1= not
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a mere Freudian influence . H. H. Kleinman suggesis that the poet has
not used the Freudian theories as ~ a hydmulic device 1o dredge up
symbals fom his unconscious . Thomas'™ = images came from his
own substance ., not from  The Interpreatation of Dreams™ "' This
suggestion has been verified by the poet’s statement that ™ Freud cast
ight on a lile of the darkness he had exposed .. Poetry must drag
further into the clean nakedness of Hght more even of the hidden
coggeeg than Freed could realise Y

The inensity and acuteness of the hero’s pain for his untulfilled
nowling desires are incarnated in the wish 10 régress ino the womb
i * be curled caught' In the always desiring centre of the white .
[nhuman cradle and the bride bed forever spught” ( 11,4739 The
whiteness ol the * Inhuman cradle = mdicates his desperate veaming
for the purity and protectiveness of the womb stage in hislife
Simultancously, he vearns for the sensuality of the = bride bed”™
lronically . the only way out isto geatify the physical . 10 reach the
metaphsical ; o descend in orderio aseend . Thus . the howling ery
stngs! *° Deliver bim -, / By losig im all i jove , and cost bas need
ilone and naked m the engulting bride.” | [ 1. 3i-33). The poet
mtroduces the idea of the bnde . with no definite identity

The image of the © bnde " i3 a transparent one suggestive of a
metaphysical creature which surpasses ~ time ['s] dving flesh.”

The hero's winter's tale is sung by the minsirels in  the depaned
villages ™ the nightingale * and the * dust in the buned wood™ as
well as - the voice of the dust of water from the withered spring.
These singers find aneche of their own vearning for regeneration in
the man’s = Paradoxically . thiz song has a positive erfect over the
whole etmosphere . MNature is awakened from its slesp . and the
previously silent ™ Time (,) sings through the imricarely dead snow
drop [now| = (1.63). The bright images of reawakening prepdre the
wene for the she — bird whose appearance revitalizes the mummified
ife . For* there outside on The bread of the ground / A she bird rose
ind Jike 3 bumning bride | / Ashe buwd dawned and her brenst with
inow and scarlet downed " ( L1. 08-70). The Complexity ol imagen
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is an essential part of Dylan Thomas' poetic technique | He has

personally mentioned that
[t consciously 15 not my methed to move copcentrcally
round a central image ... A poem by myself needs a host of
images ...I let perhaps an image be” made” emotionally in
me then applv to it what intellectual and critical forces
Ipossess — let it breed another . let that image comtradict the
first. make , out of the third image born out of the other two
together, ‘a fourth contradictory image . and let them all
within my imposed formal limits . conflict ... my dialectical
method, as I understand it | Is o constant building up and
breaking down of the images "'

Thus he siarts with the image of saow”™ indicating a physicai and
spirttual winter. moves to that of fire ~ ringed by snow " only 1o give
it tnother tum by merzing the two imeges of snow and fire : bind ond
brade in the she- bird . The snow tums now o4 symbol of purity
rather than coldness because it is associated with the bird — o deity in
the welsh rebirth. W.5. Merwin states that * In Wales uai] the
Chrstian era , and among parts of the population for 1 long me atier-
wards , the presiding deiry was a goddess; the mid - winter rit2 was in
her praise ; she was often presented as abird.’™ This lends a new
aspect and an extra dimension to the bird which ums into a “mysueai
bride.” She enddws the unverse wath harmonv . in her rise ~the
dancers move’ On the departed . snow bushed green. wanton in
moolight / As a dust of pigeons “( 11.71-73) The falling stars are
repiaced by the planted stars and “ the dead oak walks for love. [1.73)
Nature responds to the generative power which is incarnated in the
newly awakened bird . William T. Movnihan comments that = all the
tallen world zejoicss in men's pursuil of the ideal’  for in the pravers
and the bird whd came in an angwer lo the praver . nalure sees (13
redemprion . ",

The rse of the bird from the shroud of winmer is presented in
terms of a wild awakemng remumiscent of resurmection . The lines
read:

And the wild wings raised
Above her folded head | and the soft feathered voice
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And the wild wings raised
Abave her folded head . and the sart feathered voice
Was flving through the house s theugh  the she bird
prassed
And all the elements of the siow fall rejoiced
That 2 man knelt alone in the cup of the vales,
(11.81-85%

The copcentration on the “ wings *and * voice * - two different
metns for communication — empehasizes the bird s ability of breaking
the dage of molaton and silemce in which the man hag been
entropped | Her soft feathered voice offers o™ sky of hirds = to the
wonized  man which suggests the sense of freadom she creates inside
hi . Besides . this very plumed voice suggasts the possibility fora
sositive  communication . [he scene prepares the audience for a
comtne rebirth for even the lonely hero who knelt = in the cup of the
vales - svmbalizing his regression to the womb — is wainng for his
rebirth o Hie follows like » ascarecrow of snow” from one place to
apwifer . chasing the she- bird who turns to on incamation of all he
desiras | including an antithetical vision of lirz and death . In her . he
seas ks own salvation,

The sky . the bird . the bride
Fhe cloud | the need . the planted stars | the jov bevond
e 1ields of seed and the time dving flesh asmide
The heavens . the heaven . the grave . the burmng font.
(10, 1= Oy

Significantly . the highlv desired union between the man and the
she- mird  causes  lus death zsowell as that of the newly resurrected
apring . Dearh mkes place 33 o necessiry smée in the hero’s
nilgnimaes  becsuse he was not tully prepared for 2 umton witha
gocdess, nor was he able o comprehend the intensity of suchan
expenence  Instead of ascending to the level of adeiry .~ the bird
dezended” e him .

Toe tinal smege in the experience reveals that the =~ descent *of
noth the man and the bride trd is no  more than a temporal one .
lgeor koore vigws ™ The immersion and annthilaton In "the bride bed

5 - . -
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of love'zs a prologue 10 a new life. = "'The concluding scene in the
poem is characterized by iz sensual imagery wiich is panl
tempered and modified bv placing the physical expenence in the folds
of paradise. * The lines read:

... and he was hymned and wedded .
And through the thighs of the engulting bride.
The woman breasied and heaven headed
Brnd , he was brought low,
Buming in the brde bed of love in the whirl-
Pool at the wanting centre , in the folds
Of paradise ., in the spun bud of a world.
And she rose with him flowering 1n her melung <now.
(101.123-30)
Dvlan Thomas resorns to obscure i2rms in the description of this
final scene. Karl Shapiro refuses the implication that Thomas -
obscurity is an influence of the Symboiist tradition: azguing thar the
Symbelist poets abm at purifing the dialzet of the iHbes = While
Thomas ~ did evervthing in his power tm abscure = it '"'Yer he
:mggcsts an mt:rcsting reason , attributing obscurity to the ™ process
m:::m,lg“ imagery of the subconscious with biological
:magenr In fact , the nature of this allegonical zxperience goes
bevond the h:n]nglEﬂJ level and wranscends the conscivus realm - The
she - bird metamorphoses 1o ™ The wonian breasted ind the heaven
headed bird.™ Whereas the man rises owr of his own ashes afier -
Burning in the bride bed of love .” Buming and Ire achieve 2
purifying effect now . Thus the she-bird = rose with hum flowering in
her meinng snow " Significantly . the poem begins with an engulfing
snow and ends with its melting . Such a melting snow verifies the
aradual, ver inavitable triumph of the rebirth rite
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Noles

- As quoted by Marshall W. Steamns . Unsex the
Skeleton . * in Dvlan Thomas @ The legend and the poeted . E. W
Tedlock | London : Mercury Books. [963), P 119,

- W5, Merwin “Religious Poet.” in Diian Thomas
The Legend and the poer . pp. 136-37.

3= All subsequent quotation from ~ A Winter's Tale ™ waill
be taken from A pocket Book of Modern Verse ed = Oscar
Wiiliams ( Washington : Washington square press . [933)

- H.H. Kleinman' The Religions Sonnets of Dylan
Themas | Califorma : University of Californta press . | %63). p.3

3= As guoted by Marshall W, steamns . p.119

- As quoted by john Baviey . Dvlan Thomas . * in Dvlan
Thomas <A Collection of Crtical Essavs od . C B. Cox
{ Englewood Cliffs, N.J, Prentice Hall . Inc . 1937 . p. [534.

7- Merwin , p233.

i- William T. Movnihan * Dvlan Thomas and the
Biblical Rhythm. = PMLA . LXXIX . No 5( Decamber 1964}

Pgdd.

9- Jacob Karg . Dvlan Thomas | Mew Yoark : Twavne
Publishers , Inc.. 1965, P 145
i0-  Karl shamro . - Dvlan Thomas .~ m Dylan Thomas

The Lagend and the poet. p. 276.
Il=-  Shapiro . p.276.
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Thyris * : Permanence VS Change
'B-‘.

Nadia Ali

TrY o—%tT7a

Too rare , oo rare K Zrow now my visis hers!
Mid ety noise . not, s with thee of vore.._..

Wi faintest thow 7 1 wonderad tiil [ died.

Roam on ! The licht we sought 15 shining stil
Diost thou ask proot ™ Our tree vet crowns the mill.
Cur Scholar mmavels vet the loved hill side

-

]-2.237-30)

Lad

vy
Lel.

[n the 1940°s ot Oxford . clough had been one of Amold’s
coosest frinds A senous and most brithant ‘member af a provate
chatmg society called the ~ Decade *or as Amold called st the *
wtle interior company’’ Lively minds forged at Thomas Arnold’s
Augby School proceeded to speculate on morai questions resulted in
whirl of opinions and perplexities. ' It was a2 ime of intellectual
SaRening,

‘tter his death in Florence . 1861 . Mathew Amold had 1o wait
cve vedrs to wrpe 7 Thvesis ~ 1862- 1866 . During this fime . Arnold
w23 groduadly preparing himseif to enter into the ¢vents of the poem
cvipusiy  this makes Ameld’s spiritual death and rebanth the
ceasion  of the elegy . more than clough's death which he considers
Z2ath of opening life = The bloom 18 gone . and with the bioom ga [~

A0

In an attempl to recover the countless rambles which the

nford Group used 10 make . Amold revisited the Thames Valley
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The familiar scenes prompied im0 review the changes
‘wrought by time on the ideals shared m past days,

The contest between permanence and change is developed as
the post taverse the place : it is at once the same and vet different
“How changed is here each spot man makes of Fills!... nothing keeps
the same ." In another place | he senously asks * Are ve oo changed
we hells?’ See |, its no foot of unfamiliar men,”

Unlike the Romantics Amold sees Nature alnve without the
light issues from man's soul.

This winter eve i3 warm,
Humud the air ! Leafless | vou 5o as spring.
And that sweet ¢ity with her dreaming spires .
She needs not June for beauty’s heizhtening.
Lovely all tmes she lies . lovely tomight 1.
(11.16-7.19-21}

The tree s the central figure in* Thyrsis = [t is a svmbol of
witality and vouthful ideals :
That single elm tree bright
Agmnst the west =1 muss ! [t 5 gone?
We prized it dearly * while it stood . we said.
Owr friend , the Gypsy scholar . was not dead:
While the tres lived | he m these tields hived on
(11.26-30%

[t makes the distinction between rwo worlds : the = world of

being * and the = world of becoming.”™"

Into vou farther field ! — [ts done; and see.

Backed by the Sunser . which doth glonify

The change and pale violent evening sky

(LT, B3 39)
The elin tree Signifies the seming of the present doubts and

shifting cares * Pale violet evening  and the rising or'a new world
a bright sun of morning * srange "
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Throughout the elegy Amold largely expious a nosialgia fora
heppy luxurtous  past which he recovers in the fizlds . This place is
the medium by which the poet become conscious of himself because
1t was formerly associated with the sell'*. He 15 conscious now of the
gegree of faithfutness to the wdeals.

MNow seldom come | . since | came with him.

Ah me! This many a vear

My pipe 1s lost my shepherd’s hoiiday !

Meeds must | lose them . needs with heavy heart

[ne the world and wave of men depart |

(11 23,732, 36-9)

This inclodes Thyrsis ( clough s referred 10 by the traditional
name for a shepherd poet |} as weil , but the case is different . He
praferred going away by his own free will. His sensitve iemperament
could not withstand the spinmal . social and intellectual chaos around
LT

But Thyrsis of hus own will went a way

some lite of me unblest
He knew. which made him droop, and filled his head
He wenr: his piping took 2 troubled sound
Of storms that rage ourside our happy ground:
He could not wait thetz passing | he is dead.
{1140 <1 40 =30,

Hence Ammold made the sumect of'the elegy. insotarasit is
about Clough. is his going away and abandoning the wdeals.

Clough had a restless desire for social betterment . He was
angaged in religious controversies at Oxtord which sctually dropped
nim at a lower academic level . The notion of change which filled s
head 15 oot in Rugby —Chapel School . Leonel Trilling describes
the situation as follows
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The voung men overestimated their power [0 change the
worid ... Thomas Amold was ¢érying his pupils on onwo life
.. He spoke to them of the poor and the oppressed, of social
justice and the future of nations ™.
The crving for change 15 common in Amold and clough . tis
represented in the “ happy quest * { 1.213} which both seek:
A fugitive and gracious light he seeis.
Shy to illumine ; and 1 seek it oo,
(11.201-2)
For clough |, it is done by throwing himsell in the ume siream
with = a flatering crew” ( [. 204) . But Amold , who sees the fault
with himself rather than with the time . passively seeks relief and
peace | he concentrates on the deep self , punfies it . coltivates
whatever good qualities he possesses and repudiates bad ones .
Tis not in the werld’s market bought and gold
but the smooth - slipping weeks
drop by , and leave 1ts seeker sull uncired ;
out of the heed of monals he 15 gone
he wends unfollowed . he must house alone:
vet on he fares , by his own heart inspired .
(11.205-100=

[.5. Eliot comments on such tendency to detachment . saving:
Armold barely looks ahead 1w the new stage of
experience; and though he speaks wo usof discipline . |
15 ... not the discipline of sutferine Amold represents
apenod of stasis ..[hel
neither a reactionary nor a revolutionary, '

In aletter to Clough. Arnold gives his analysis of the danger of
understanding sociery through action

You ask me ... in what [ think or have thought vou going

wrong : in this - vou ... could never finally . as it seemed

resolve 10 be thyself . But were looking for this or tho

expenience . ... because it might possibly be nedrer the truth
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than your own.,. vou have [ am convinced lost infinite time
in this way : it 15 what [ call your morbid consciousness., ™

Such way , Amold imists , gave clough = nothing = ( 1. 213} rather ~
procured _. trouble * [ 1.213) and finallv "conquered ™ him ¢ 1.80)
and “gave ... [ hm ]rest*{ [.213). Action for him is * the penlous
grain < {1.182) ""or the * sickness """ of commercial and industrial
classes . The poet he believes should not expecraction 1o give
sufficient answer 1o his doubts though it mayv quiet them' ™

Accordingly Amold sees the past as the dyvnemic sounce of the
tuture . It is the ™ authentic * power that destroyvs the ™ inauthéntic™
oresent. " | Henee . he moumns in Thyrsis . more than Clovgh . the
poet, Which 15 for um permanent s ideals . symbalized by the
distant elm . Oxford hunters and the story of the Scholar Gipsy
Arnold faces toward future through his penchant for elegy | "“ He is
actually: wandenng between  two worlds one dead . the other
powerless 1o be born.

Simce Amold finds the present  ideals inadequate . bie has 1o

weep his faith in the past and future strong to do the present work of

rejection . He tells Thyrsis that the past is the cure of strength .
Here was thine height of strength | thy golden prime
And still the haunt beloved a virme vields.
(1121920
againgt the present wherein
the music of thy rustic fute
kept not for long is happy . country tone:
Lost it too scon . and learnt a stormy foe.
0f men contention — 10ssed . of men who sroan
it falled , and thou wast mute!
Yet hadst thou always visions of our lighe.
And long with men of care thou coulds not sav,
And soon thy foot resumed i3 wandenng way
Left human haunt . and on alone till night
(11, 221-30)
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Whereas the future for him is represnted by the signal elm wee 1113
the goal, something to be reached which Amold is powerless o do ar
the present .

| cannot reach the signal ~ tree to might,

Yes happy omen , hail

(1l 163-a)

Tt operates from afar . The quest is s essence and not the
achievement of it Both poets wonder and seek to reach it =™ know
iim a wanderer stll ; then why not me 7 ( 1.2000 Amold insists on
going on despite difficulties and Clough by his death leaps ahead o
s goal whose light is still shining and the dawn of 2 new world iz
sewaly to come .

Roses that down the alleve shine aftar.

And open , jasmine — muffled latrices .

And groups under the dreaming garden (ree

And the full moon . and the white evenings

il1.67-70)

To sum up . Amold obviously uses the elezy as a means or
change rather than permanence . Positovely he looks for future rather
than lamenting the past. Future for him is built on the tresure of the
old. Change is seen through the cycle which starts with the creanon
of old ideals . than the gradual decay of the present and finally a new
creation of futare,
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Notes

1- All line refarences to Arnold’s poems are taken from poetical
Workes of Manhew Amold . eds . C.B. Tinker and H.F. Lowry
| London: oxford University press 1949),

2.  See the lemers of Matthew Amold to Arnur Hugh clough
{ London : Oxfored University press. 1937) . p.i76.

3= The Socierv includes alsp Thomas . Amoid’s brother .
Theodore Walrond Stanley and Jowett.

4  ARoper , ~ Thvrsis .7 in Critice on — Marthew Amold :
Readings in Literary criticisn ed ., Jaccuetine E, M. Lathom | Londen
: George Allan and Unwin Lid . 1973) . p. 70

F- See A, Dwight culler . Imagnative reason - The poerry of
Marthew Amold { New Haven and London ; Yale University press.
19671, p233.

6-  Lionel Tnlling . * His Father and His England . * in Matthew
Armold { London : George Allen and Unwin Ltd . 1933 ), p.o3.

T+ the concentration on the deep self'is a recurrent theme in in
Arnold’s poetry . In = Empedodes on Etna .” he sats = To our own
only  true . deep buried selves Being one with witich we are are one
withh which we are one with the whale world = ¢ 11. 371-23, in * The
Youth of Man .: Amold says * Sink.. in thy siul' . L Rally the goog
i in the depth of thvself “ {11, 116-8) .

3- 8-T.5.Elot. ed. David J. Delaws ( New hersy ; Prenuce - hall
[nc.. Englewood Cliffs 1973) , P13,

0. 9-Letters, p.130.

[0-10-To show the danger of taking actuion . Arnold refers to

the mythologucal story of Daphwus , the ideal Sictlian shepherd of

Grezk pastoral poctry . In an attempt 10 rescue his mistress piplea
who had been camied off by rabbers . he had o foliow her to phryiia
where  he found herin the hands of King fiterses | Litverses who used
to make strangers Ty 4 contest in reaping <om ~ the penlous gran .
and to put them to death if he avercame them.

1= 11- Letters P 93

[2- 12-See lionel Trilling . * The Making of Myths, = in Martthew
Armeld, p.101.

13= 13-1. Hillis Miller , = Matthew Amold ." in Marthew Amold -
A Collection of Cntical Essavs . P33,

| 4- 14 Thid ., pp. 40, 42.

13- 13- See Amold’s "Stanzas from Grande Charmreuse, "1 1 .83-6,
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[ Age and Rate of Acquisition

Mafila Sabri
Tl 2= TTT 2

Introduction

Omne of the most frequent vanables considered influencing second
language acquisition (SLA) and second language |learning has been
the age isspe. Discussions of the influence of age on 5L performance
have progressed since the notion of the " entical period " . which
states that learming a 5L 15 much more difficult from the age of
plubsarty.

The belief those children are bener at language acquisition than
adults are supported by scientific evidence. It ts also believed that
children who are acquiring second [onguages n natural
anvironments sound like native speakers than adults do. Adults mav
appear 1o make greater progress initally, but children nearly always
surpass them.

The twming point in language acquisition ability seems o oceur
at about puberty. Children under ten who expenence ¢nough natural
communication in the target language nearly always succeed n
attaining native-like profictency, while those over fifleen rarely do
although thev often come very close,

This paper onswers many guestions that are related to the issue
of age and its mfluence, if there i3 any, on the process of acguiring 2
language, Some of these questions are

I-Is there any influence of age on the process of acquiring a
language?

2-Do children acguiring their first language and aduits learming a
second language follow the same developmental siages (i.2.. acquire
the language in the same way 7
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Disparity between child-adult performance

The principal focus of the smidies on the role of oge in SL
learning has been the rawe of acquisition and ultimate success. Such
studies have vielded some evidence on manner of acguisition:
therefore a discussion of the " cnocal period " hyvpothesis is
provided o know its role in language acquisition. Mclaughlin
(1978:48) defines the notion of the critical period stating that it is
The period which begins from age two to puberty, Anv child betore
ageé two can oot form a sentence. .. language zequisition is
impossible because of maturational factors but after that period
language acquisition is possible.

we fFEF phrberry e paineal aovaisifion of fanguage i blocked by o
fogs of ¥ cerehrad plasicine * residfting fromr tie complerton of fe
devefopmens cerefral  dominonce  of frerafizaton of e hungunge
Sunction,

In sddition to this biological argument , children's ability w
acquire a language guickly and effictently without an accent is
regarded as a support for the cmtical period notion. Some
psychologists provide evidence that children find it easv to acquire
language before the age of nine but after that language learning is
difficult because the brain of the child s plastic while that of an
adult isrigid, ie., the brain has & plasticity in childhood. This kelps
children learn languape easily because their beains are capable of
receiving plenty of comprehensible inpur but an adult can not leamn
a language as a child does because the adult learns through
sfructures that have lost their flexibility a5 a result he [aces
difficulty in learming [ Melaughlin ; ibid).

On the other mand . Krashen ((981) siates that pubenty s an
important tuming point in language acquisition but there 15 no clear
refationship betwesn the development of cercbral dominance and
language acquisition. In this regard, Kmashen ( [bid : 76) suggests

— mhar certain congiive and effecrive ciranges faking place aroumd
puberty, possibly connected o e onsel of e smge of fornud
aperations, an event wiich penerally vccars ot arownd age 2, may
frerve the effect of boosting language learning potentiol, wirile dimiting or
wegkeming  the language acqulsition potentinl, Thiv clamnge may be
responsible for observed clild-adnlt differences in langunge acyuisiion.
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With special amention to the " critical period " hypothesis,
Neufled [1979) examined the problem of foreign or second
language ability in adults. He suggests that the following are the
overell implications of the ** crtical peried ™ hypothesis:

[ Most adult fanguage l2arners are unable o acquire
accent- free spech in a SL because of mological reasons
= Adults who have attained native — like proficiency

have somehow retained the language learning cerebral

configuration of the child -

Neutled { Ibid) concluded:

|.That there are no inirinsic differences between first and second
language learmng ablity.

2.That language learning 2bality is an inmate cather than an
acquired trait,

3.That this abiity does not vary significantly from individual to
mdividual or culture to culture.

4.That this ability does not decrease with age.

5. That the disparity berween child and adult performance can be
explained by social and psychological factors.

Along the same lines, Krashen {1981) claims that there is
¢onsiderable evidence today that implies that much of the
development of cerebral dominance may be compliete much earlier
and may have linle or nothing to do with the critical peelod
hypothesis.

[n fact, the critical period hypothesis is problematic since it
divides those specialized in studving langusge learming into twao
groups ; those who accept this nouon. 1.¢.. they found out through
thewr expenmental studies that there are qualitative differsnces
between first language acquisition and SLA. The authors of such
studics believe that the leamers are biologically programmed o
aequire [anguage before puberty and that ondy children are provided
with optional grammatical coding, therefore the languge aequisition
device of the chifd 15 supenor to that of an aduit.

Accordingly, Melaughlin (1978:60) comments.
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The child processes language in t2rms of a programmed
linugtstic coding ability; the adult processes language in terms of a
veneral coding ability.

On the opposite side. there Is a group of authors who proved that
language acquisition in both childhood and aduithood are alike . (
S¢e Ravem., 1978) The data on age differences can aiso be
explained with reference 1o the * Input Hypothesis ™ and the "
\fTective. Filter Hypothesis “. Krashen (1983 argued that it is
hecawse of the comprehensible nput which older acquires obtain.
they prouress more gquickly in the earfy stages of leaming . On the
ather hand, wounger leamers do better in the long run becouse of
therr lower atTective filter

One piece of reseaech that needs 10 be mentoned here 1s that on
Ervin=trip {1974) who investigated the SL progress of children aged
petween tour and mine years learming  French in Switzerland, When
andlyvzing her data . she found the following similarites berwesn
SLA and FLA:

L. Leaming is achieved when the material they are

learning is predictable and when its meaning is apparent

. The learner always prefers a principle which is of

one meaning and one form.

3 [n comprehension rules. the leamer wses those

features of sentences thal survive in short-term memory best,

In this study, Ervin-Tnp proved that older childeen acquired the
languaee faster than vounger chiidren. Further evidence for older
children or adult’s faszer rate of grammazical learning 15 seen in g
study carried out by Snow and Hoefnagle-Hohle | [978) who found
that censidezable improvement oceurred in all sspects of knowledge
ol Dutch for subyects of all ages. This improvement occurred at
differemt  rates for different aspects and difterent age groups. [n
addinon. older learners seemed 10 have an advantage over younger
learners in acquiring the target language.

It is worth mennoning that providing a simplified input does net
always mean providing a comprehensible input. [n a smdy by
Scarcetla and Hign (1981) compared child and adolescent SL
fearmers 10 o sk that requimed mberaction with o native speaker.
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They noted that while the language directed at the vounger leamers
was simpler, the older learners were more adepi at conversational
management, i.¢,, they were better at clarifying many things 1o their
conversational partners, e.g. they were bener at keeping the
conversation going on, at indicating to the native speaker whether
they understood what was said, and they were better at changing the
wpic of the conversation. This suggests that older learners are fasicr
in the early stages of language leamming because of the
comprehensible input they obtain vz better conversationa
management even though the input directed at them appears to be
more complex.

Similarty, Krashen (1983) argued that there are several ways
snabling older acguires to obuin more comprehensible input. The
input the learners hear and read is more comprehensible because of
their great experience and knowledge ot evervthing going on
around them. This means that they can participale o any
conversation eariier than vounger leamners and by this they may fall
mack on L1 svnmactic rules which are supplemented with L2
vocabulary and repaired by the Monitor. Rrashen ( tbidi 12)
comments en the strategy of falling back on L| by 5L leamers |

This strategy away of oulperforming one’s compeétence nas
serious drawbacks, but it does allow early production. early
parmcipation in conversation . and more input.

To return to SLA, a major contnibution 10 product-onented
research in this area is the morpheme studies (2.2 Dulay and Bur.
1974 : Plann, 1977;etc..). These studies were inspired by research
in the first language acquisition area done by Roger Brown in the
arly seventies. Two kinds of comparison using the results of such
studies may be informarive on the age issue by comparing the
acquisition order derived from second languagse morpheme studies.
One of these studies iz that conducted by Mace-Matluck (1979)
investigating the order of acquisition of ten morphemes by Spanish
speaking children was done with that abserved for FLA and that of
SLA. Findings of the sfudy show a low deureé ol cormespondence
between the rank order obtained tor English native speakers and
those SL |learners but a high degree of comespondence was observed
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among the rank orders obrained for the group of SL leamers. The
results of this study were similar to those of Dulay and Bunt (1974),
1.e., both studies concluded that there are differences in the order of
acquisition berween the two groups of learners,

To explain their findings, they inveked age perse cognitive
developmental considerations and thev took info consideration the
fact that SL leamers have alresdy experienced the learming of
another language. All of these fall into 2 broad definition of
maturation, and 50 ‘we can see an evidence of @ maturaton-related
change in how the language scquisition process operates. In this
regard, Mace-Matuck ( [bid :7%) staces

For second |anguage leamers , who are older and further

along in their cognitive development and have already

scquired highly comlex structures in their native languages

. other factors apparently become major determinants of

the L2 order — The L2 rank order of ten morphemes

obtmined for the children in this study — did not correlate
significantly with L1 rank order alotained by Brown | nor

did age affect the rank ordering of the morphemie within

home — language background groups.

The other comparative use of morpheme study results which
bears on the age 1ssue 5 that which compares results from SL
learners of different  ages . Baly et al - (1974) investgared the
morpheme order of acquisition by adult SL fearners of different
levels of English 5L proficiency . They found thai netther the
learners’ L1 backgrounds nor the tvpe of exposure to the targel
fanguage influenced their production . 1.2, the order of acguisition of
The morphemes among the learners was the same = Thev also
observed that adult orders were verv similar o these repomed by
Dulay and Burt (1974) and that adult processed linguistic daa ina
similar way o children.

One obvious imerpretation of these results s that the age
differences berween adults and children is of little significance as
faras the SLA procass 15 concemed .
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These resuits provide strong evidence that the onset
of puberty does not bring about an abrupt modification
in the process of language leaming but that the adult
uscs basically the same strategies as the child, in spite
of 4 great deal of more expenience with language.

[ Mclaughiin . 1978:70)

On the other hand . one needs o be aware of the criticisms that
have been made of morpheme swudies . Wode etal | 1978:176)
enticize such studies siating :

-~ the morpheme order approach misses whal makes
language acquisition atractive for . and subject 1o .
developmental investigatons namely . o discover hoaw
language s processed by the child for the purpese of
acquisition , This processing is reflected in the way that
children decompose complex structural patterns and then
rebuild them step by step until they finallv reach targer —
ke mastery . Therefore . pre- target like regulanties must
be regarded as an esseniial pam of the toal process of
acquiring a language.

Wode { 1978) considers this strategy an important held factor
for adult Janguage learners but not for children and that is one of
the signs of the differences between child and aduit leamers.

Another way proves that older acqurers obilain more
comprehensible input is that by using their supenor skills in
conversational management . Oider acquirers can regulate the mput
by encouriging more language from the conversational pariners
and by giving an mdication that they have not understood . By
doing this they succesd a1 keeping conversahion gomg on .
| Krashen , 1983)

In addition , the strength of the affective filter can be the cause
of the differences between child ~ adult leamers . Krashen (|981)
hypothesized  that at around puberry . the affective filer of the
learner strengthens . The filter exists for the child second langeage
learner but in natral informal language acquisition it is cacely high
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enough to prevent - like levels of 5L anainment and it rarely goes
low enough to allow native- like afainment.

Meclaughin { 1978:61) rexplains the reason behind the differences
beroveen FLA and SLA:

One reason given for the qualitative differences
betwesn second language language leaming in aduits
and first language acguisition is that structural
changes result from first language acquisition . Ifa
new language is learmed in adulthood | it muse be
filtered through the leaming acquisiton sysiem of
the individual and modified by the frst language .
The older the individual is . the more the rules and
habits of the first language interfere with learning a
second language . once people are in thelr teens .,
they can no longer leamn a language as they acquired
their first language .

This means that interference between languages playvs & cructal
role in the process of leamning an L2 and that when any individual
reaches a certain age he won't be able to acquire the SLashe
acquirad his native language .

We will tumm to another issue that is related to the onceptof
“Unmiversal  Grammar” which was studied by many authors o
observe its influence on the process of acquining a language . Many
siudies have dealt  with this concept in relation to adult Janguage
leaming <.g. Bely — vorman et al (1988) invesngared whether UG i3
accessible 1o adules { ages from 21 to 38) . [7adult acquirers have
CONSISIENT access (o infuitions of grammaticahty increases where the
relevant constraints are underedetermined by the native language |
this suggests that UG continues 1o funection in adult acquisition
Analvsis of the results and comparison with native speaker resulis
suggest  a complex picture of the function of L'G n adult languape
4 cquisition . a clear UG effects were found . In addition. they found
that there was no comelation berween performance on ther res; and
anything else that they gathered information on . They called
attention to the fact that neither age . nor length of residence | nor
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sge of arrival in the USA, nor vears of formal Enghish language has
svident relationship 1o test score . The rvpical responses of the non
— native speakers of English resemble those of the nauive speakers
Accordinely . Bely — Vorman et al { 1988: 27 ) argues:.
— adults appear to have some sort of access 10
knowledge of UG . and this knowledpe 15 used in
the development of foreign language competencea --
- One possibility s that UG does operate in adult
language scquisition . but in some atienuated form
A second possibility is that o dilferent cogminve
svstern - a general problem solving svsiem-
competes with the language acquisition swstem
Another study that nesds mentioning in this section s that
carried out by flynn and Espinal (1983) who investigatzd the role of
the head - imitial / head final parameter in adult SLA of English
Sixty chinese speaking adults were tested in their elicited
production of complex semences which involved pre- and
posiposed adverbial subordinate clauses . Resuis obruned in this
study maich those repored carlier for Japanese speakers learming
English . Results of the elicied imitation tests with these fwo
groups of language leamers revealed two important findings . First .
results tor the Spanish speakers { L1=L2) mach those of young
children lcarmning English as their native language . Second . results
for the Japanese( L1= L2)did not match those of Spanish leamers
of Engiish or English Ll learners. The authors of this  study
attributed the results 1o a framework that specifies that principles off
UG determine L1 acquisition and [2 acquisiton . When these
principles invelve parameters, L2 learners can deduce the {2 values .
If L1 and L2 do not match in parametric vaiues, L2 leamers are able
to celebrate these parameters (0 cohere with the values for the L2
grammar. White ( 1985:3) comments about the functuon of UG in
adult 5L learners :.
[ interlanguage {IL} grammars are natural
ianguages , 5 many have argued - . thea it is
possible that the range of options available 10 the
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second language leamer is constrained by UG ina
similar fashion to what happens in L1 acquisition.

Another question related to the age issue should be answered .
Do different age groups of second language leamers tespond
differently to different language learning situations ?

In fact . there are many studies that showed no relationshup
berween instruction and language leaming | ez, Felix (1981
investigated the effect of formal instrucin of thicry four German
high school siudents learming English as 8 second language under
classroom conditions . He found that the student’s utterances
showed many structural feaurés which are also known o
charactnze L1 and nawralistuc SLA. |t thus appears thar tormal
instruction cannot eliminate or suppress those processes which
constitute man’s natural ability 10 acquire languages . Along the
same lines . Day ( 1979) reached the same conciusion when
examiming the English of Ninety — sight children whose first
language is Hawii Crecle English . His main conelusion was that
the children in this study acquired English without a formal English
program . { see Belv — Vorman at al . { 1988) and Flyan and Espinal
(1985},

On the other hand . there are few studies which show instruction
o be helpful to second language learners . Briere's (1978).
Investigated the acquisitton of Spamtsh as a second language
amongest 920 Mexican children who spoke a local Indian language
85 their mother tongue, From this study attendance at the village
school emerged. As one of the best predictors of Spanish
proficiency |, the relanonship betweesn Spamish test  scores and
instruction was strong. The variables measured for investigation
were: order of presentation of the different parts of the test | age .
sex , and native languages of the children . The variables which had
a statistically sigmificant effect om test scores were: order of
peesentation of the pants of the est (instruction) and native language
of the children . etc. All other variables including age and sex were
not sgatistically significant . Respectivelv. Turner (1978} found that
by means of instruction students learn rules through which they can
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process their speech . He concluded that instruction appears to have
considerable effect on SL learning,

Conclusion

The available evidence does not support the hypothesis that
vounger second language leamers are more efficient and successtul
than older leamers . There appears to be many sources forthe
differences between children and adults in leaming languapes
These sources can be biological such as sex and age . cognitive
such as aptitude and intelligence. affective such as amitude and
needs and environmenial such as formal and informal settings of
leaming.

Second language research suggests :hat the difference berween
the capacity of children versus adlults to develop 5L skills may not
be so great . children have an advantage in learning and acquiring
their native [language  ourside the class but adulis have an
advanm@ge in leaming languages in formal sertings . children leam
faster than adults because of  their social . cogmtive and
psvchological flexibility . In addition . they have 8n innate capacin
for language learning which disappears with age . This decreasing
capacity for language learning is linked 1o the lateralization process
m which the left hemisphere of the brain assumes mostaf the
language functions .

The idea that there are age related ditferences in the process of
language learning 15 supported by the ovailable evidence Second
language leamers have been shown to follow a leaming route which
despite  some divergences of detail , resembies that followed by
first language leamers . Simiarly . vounger and older second
language leamers exhibit developmental parterns wiuch in the vast
majority of respects coincide . There s some evidence that older
learmmers mav draw on general intelligencs in acquiring a SL more
than vounger learners but evidence on age related differences in the
contribution of different language leaming environmenis is soll
contradictory  and there isn't enough studies that show a2 great
relationship between second language alzaimment in natural seling
and formal second language leaming but it is necessary 10 meniton
that both formal and informal language learming situations antribuze
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to language leaming by providing input that is necessary for the
operation of the language acquisition device .
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