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The role of strategic thinking skills in enhancing sustainable organizational
performance through the mediating role of strategic orientation. Field research in

private universities and colleges in Baghdad Governorate
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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore and explain the role of strategic
thinking skills in enhancing sustainable organizational performance
through the mediating role of strategic orientation, by applying it
within the private education environment in Iraq, represented by
the management of private universities and colleges in Baghdad.
Governorate. In order to achieve this, the dimensions of the
independent variable strategic thinking skills were adopted,
represented by (reflection, organizational awareness, orientation
analysis, model distinction) based on the scale (Sanjay Dhir, et al,
2018:6), and the dimensions of the mediating variable strategic
orientation were adopted, represented by (market orientation,
entrepreneurial orientation, technology orientation) based on the
scale (Narver, et al, 1990:24) and the dimensions of the dependent
variable sustainable organizational performance were also

adopted, represented by (financial perspective, customer adopted,
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represented by (financial perspective, customer perspective,
internal operations perspective, learning and growth perspective,
environmental performance, social performance) based on the
scale (Khaled & Bani-Ahmad, 2019:18).

The problem of the study is manifested through the following main
question (the role of strategic thinking skills in enhancing
sustainable organizational performance through the mediating role
of strategic orientation?). Its importance lies in trying to bridge the
knowledge gap related to its variables and its inclusion of three
contents that gave it special features over other similar studies in
the same specialization in being renewable, cognitive, scientific
and field contents. Private universities and colleges were selected
within Baghdad Governorate in Irag, which numbered (33) private
universities and colleges, to test the field of study through a
guestionnaire form that included (250) respondents from deans of
colleges and their assistants and heads of scientific departments in
educational organizations.

A set of solid and modern statistical methods and techniques were
used to analyze the data, such as the normal distribution,
confirmatory factor analysis, validity and reliability tests, some
descriptive statistics, correlation coefficient (Pearson), regression
analysis using structural equation modeling, and path analysis.
One of the most important conclusions reached is that the strategic
orientation of the study sample strengthened the positive and
significant relationship of the impact of strategic thinking skills
processes in enhancing the sustainable organizational
performance of the private education sector in Irag. One of the

most prominent recommendations that the study came out with is
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the necessity of strengthening both the strategic orientation and
adopting strategic thinking skills processes and including them in
all aspects of administrative, educational and advisory work in this
important sector, which is the supporting artery for government
education in a way that enhances sustainable organizational
performance at the strategic level that enables it to excel, grow
and prosper in its business sector Keywords: Strategic thinking
skills, strategic  orientation, sustainable  organizational
performance, private higher education, Iraq.
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