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MODIFYING MS-DOS ARABIC TEXT TO
THE WINDOWS ARABIC TEXT

Suhail M. Badran

Falih Hassan A. Al-Zubaydi
Al-Rafdain University Collage

Abstract:

Many systems and text files with Arabic wext, written under the
M35-DOS system, can not be executed with correct Arabic text or read
under the Windows Arabic system (the word processing system, or the
note pad program ) . Those include program files, text files or database
files DBF,

The purpose of this research is to show by programming how o
modify any of the files contain Arabic text of either the Nafitha
Arabization system or the Ain  Arabization svstem, which was created
under M3-DOS, to the widely used Windows Arabic svstem or the Arabic
MS-DOS under Windows. Comparing and changing the ASCII character
sets of the Arabized files to the Windows ASCII character set does this. In
this way we also do not have to load any of the Arabization systems in the
memory under the Windows Arabic MS-DOS 1o work with their Arabic
[EXL.

1-Introduction:

Many computer users and programmers, still up ta this dav, do have
eXt, programs or data base files written with Arabic text undsr the
MS5-DOS system.
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They can not execute those programs under the Windows Arabic
MS5-DOS or modify the text under Windows or Arabic MS-DOS under
Windows. They have to load the Arabization systems by which they
created the files, to be able o read them. At the same time they can not
convert their data base files to be used by new progrimsi written under the
Arabic Windows. they have to rewrite them, uniess a program 1% wrillen 1o
do the conversion.

Normally the Arabic text used for wrilng Arabic under MS-DOS 13
written either by the Nafitha or Ain Arabization systems. Those sysiems
were farniliar because they included all the different code sets of the Arabic
characters used in the Arabic world. They included Arabic codes for
Sakhr. ASMO. APTEC, Mussa'ed Alarabi and others. OFf course when
Arabic text is written in a certain Arabic code say Sakhr, it could not be
read or modified by another Arabic code say APTEC, the whole text
should be re-written in the new code, which is difficult and time
consuming to apply, especially with data files.

It is very important to the users o have a program which can convert all
what they have to the new Windows Ambic or the Arabic MS-DOS under
Windows. on the condittion that the files can be used in the same manner
as they were before the modification, This research leads any programmer
to program & solution to the problem.

2- A misleading problem.

When mying to open an MS-DOS DBF file under any visual data base,
system, for example Visual Fox Pro, with the command USE | the system
will display a Code Page window to select one of 23 different intermational
code pages, including MS-DOS Arabic. The reason i, the DBF file header
under the visual systems requires a code page for the lanzuage used, for
example, Standard Macintosh, Greek Windows, Russian Windows and
Turkish Windows etc. which is not practiced under MS-DOS data base
systems . One thinks that by setting the code page. the file will be
converted to that language, but in fact it only writes that code page in the
file header at byte 30. Only the following explanation is the solution for
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converting one set of characters (o another,

The following is some of the code pages defined by Visual Fox Pro in
th code page window, and the equivalent values o be set at byte 30 in the
header file.

Code page Byte 30 value
10000 - Standard Macintosh 04H
10006 - Greek Macintosh O¥H
10007 - Russian Macintosh 96H
10029 - Eastern European Macintosh 9TH
1250 - Windows EE CEH
125 - Russian Windows C9H

If the above is not done in the program, then if a dismibuedon disk is
generated with the executable file, the program will not run.

3- The program design

Before starting any Arabic modification the DBF, file should be opened
as a binary file, set the 30th byte of the header file 10 any of the code pages
accepted by the system. If this 15 not done in the program, then if a
disribation disk is generated whih the executalbe file, the original program
will not run, because it can not open any DBF file without the 30the byte
seL.

Using the Visual FOX PRO language, the folllowing program pan scis
the 30th byte to the Standard macintosh code page.

File Handle=FOPEN [C/VFOXFROY & Open DIBF file a5 binary file,
FILE DBF .}

FSEEK (File handle, 30,0) de& Move pointer 1 the the byts.
FWRITE(Fik Handle, CHR (4)} de & Set the Standard maciniosh.
FCLOSE (File Handle) && Close the e,

There are 24 Ambic sets under MS-DOS, 19 MNafitha Arabic setz, and &
Ta¥



Ain Arabic sets, on which our work 1§ based.

Several Mafitha sets are included in other sets, 50 to reduce the amount
of work 1o be done, it is better to combing them in the largest one |, as
shown next o cach included set
THE NAFITHA ARABIC SETS:

1- Nafitha enhanced {Ineluded in 2)
3- Nafitha enhanced with diacritcs
3- Nafitha intermational {Included in 4)

4- Nafitha intenatonal with diacritics

5. IBM Ambic national supplement

6 Transparent IBM Arabic national supplement

7- Asmo 708

8- Asom 4494

- Arabic M5-DOS code page 720 (Included in 12)
10- Arabic MS-DOS code page 720 with diactitics (Included in 12}
11- Arabic MS-DH0S code page 720 with accents {Included in 12}
12- Arabic MS-DOS code page 720 with accents & diacritics

13- Arabic M3-DOS code page 710 (Included in 16)
14- Arabic MS-DOS cde page 710 with diacritics {Included in 16)
15- Arabic M3-D05 code page 710 with accents {Included in 16)
16 Arahic MS-DOS code page 710 with accents & diacrincs

17- Sakhr PC

18- Mussa'ed Alarabi/2 {code page 786)

19- Aptec

THE AIN ARABIC SETS:
1-Ain nhanced character s&t
2- Ain low code (for manager)

3- Nafithe codepage (The same as nafitha Enhanced)
4- [BM mansparent codepage
5. Sakhr codepage {The same as Sakhr PC)

f- Special set for lotus 123

Tah



T- Special set for Quattro

B- Transparent Asmo (720}

The modificanon of the Arabic O3S o be accepted as Arabic Windows
is done through a program which can be writién in any programming
language; in this research the Visual FOXPRO is used. The idea of writing
such a program depends on the following explanadon.

To star with all different types of Arabic codes of the MNafitha and Ain
systems are to be wrnitten to a binary file where each ser has 53 codes
(appendix A). Since both the codes of the nafitha and Ain are different
(18 different sets, 11 nafitha sets, & Ain sets and one Windows set ) this
means that the binary file will contain 954 bytes, All the 16 sets are found
n appendix A,

The following program pant reads all the different Arabic sets of nafitha
and Ain from the file"FILE .COD"two predefined arrays, each of size 53
byies,

File Handle = FOPEN (C:/VFOXPROY && Open bisary file containing Arabic sees
FILE.COD'0)

nsize=FSEEK(Fila Handle,0.2) &l Gt file size by moving poirter to the EOf
FSEEK [Filehandle 0.0 &% Move the pointer to beginning of file
Catring »FREAD{FileHandle nSize) && Resd the whole file to Tsming”
FCLOSE(File handle) dede cloge the fils

FORI[=1w 53 && Fill &l the snmys, cach with 25 Arabic 1.
aNAF(T)  =SUBSTR {Citring,1.1) ded 3N AF=Nafitha enhanced
aINTER(Ty = EUBE“I:EWLI‘IEJ—PS'L 1) &b APNTER = Nofifha intemrmonal: snd so o

alBM(T) = SUBSTR(Csiring, [+106,1)
aTrIBMITy = SUBSTR(Csring [=159,1)
sASMOKT) = SUBSTR{Caring,1+212.1)
aMETHNTY = SUBSTR(Cs#ning, [+265,1)
aM3710(I) = SUBSTR{Cstring, 1+318,1)
aSAKHR(I) = SUBSTR{Cstring,I+3711)

aMuss(T) - =SUBSTR(Csiring,l+£24,1}
aWin{l} = SUBSTR{Cscring, I+477,1}
aAin() = SUBSTR{Cstring.I+530,1)

QAL = SUBSTR{Cstring, [+583,1)
aALBTD = SUBSTR {C STRING, [+68%, 1)
aTas{l) =5UTASTR {Carring,1 + 639,1)
aSplodTy = subarn(Catring, [+742.1)
aSpQuil} = SUBSTR(Cstring. 1+79%+1)
NEXTI
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The wser uspally can't remember the type or code page of the Arabic
wext in the file, which i$ to be converted, So it is & must that all different
Nafitha and Ain sets are applied on & portion of the Arabie of the file, and
displayed as the 17 different Arabized types. In this case the user can
choose the correct readable portion which wil be used as the type of
Arabic to be converted on the whole file,

Tao do this, the binary file bytes (codes) are 1o be read wu 18 diferent
one-dimensional arrays (33 codes in each aray y where the last is the
Windows Arabic codes. Display the conversion of the first 17 sets on the
Arabic text, and let the user choose the comrect one. When it is chosen,
apply the conversion of the 15th set on the whole file,

Off course the above is not that simple since the files 0 be converted
might be text, program or DBF files. If the file is 2 text or program file
then a portion of the text 10 be displayed is read as one line, if it i5 less
than 50 bytes or CHR (107 and CHR (13) is reached. The text read might
not be an Arabic texi, so the same text will be dis played without
conversion. So another portion should be read and displayed. If it is not
an Arabic text then another should be displlayed and s0 on, until an Arabic
converted set is displayed and the user can acCep that type of Arabic o
allwo the conversion of the whole file. Below is a sample of how this is to
be displayed:
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- | ool pullWingaws J Ak Naftha anhancad
E--h gmitwindows Jl plafithas intemaliona
Feet (@& Whndows 5T IBM Arabic national suaplament
Pool 2% Winoows '§ - Transparent 18M Araiic nalbional supplement
Tl yaEWinoows 5 s ASma TOE
Tool ueadkiiWindows Y y,”  Arabic M3-D03 code paga 720
Tool Laad Wingows d:iks - Arabic Ms-Dos code page 710
Fool =3 Windows 52T Bakhr PO
Trolsgad Wingaws J A Mussa'ed alarabi2 (sade page T9S5)
Tl el WWhndows 4 Hlas Aip enhanced
Peele@ R WWIndowes F el Aln low code (For managen
Tool wmddindows d iy |HM Transparant
Poct ki Windows Sy Transparent Azma CRTI0
T d wd g WINODWS B ol Special =t forLohug 1232
TeiwApWindows 37 Soacial sel for Quatiro
Fooh a3 Windows 5 sl Agmo 449+
Fooh il Windows 5 BETEC

START | Quit j
—

Before starting the proces of modifying a text or program fie, it is
usually better to copy the file to another file as a backup, in case the user
needed that file later . The procedure , which modifies to the new
Windows Arabic on the text or program file, is as follows:

** Open and read the whole text file 1o the string “Csrring”, -

FileHandla T-HZJPET'{{'E:F-"FD}EFR&-'F[LE.THT,H} &de Open the text fils
nsize | = feeek (FileHandle 0,2} s & Get file size by moving pointer to EOF
FSEEK(File Handle, §,0) && Move peinter 10 beginning of file
Cstring 1= FREAD (File handle, nSize 1) && Read the whole file o ‘Cstring’
FCLOSE (File hardle) && Cloge the file  && Clog2 the file

“* "aNaf" is a selected nafitha enhanced Arabic set, chosen by the user.
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*+ "aWin" is the set of Arabic characters of Windows.

s+ Modify any byte within "Cstring” which is equivalent to any character
of the array "alNaf" by the

*x yalue of that element of "aWin".

Win - sir="" && Clear the string 1o hold new texi.

ch - Win="" && Clear the by 1o hold new Armbic character.

FOR i = SUBSTR(Cswingl l,1) && Loop by the length of the text
stnng

ch sir = SURSTR{cstring 1,1.1)  &&Put one char. of the text in ch s

FORj=1TOD 353 && Loop by the tength of the Arabi char, set

IF ch sir = aNaf(i) THEN && [f char. text siring = Arabic char. change

ch -Win = aWin (i) Scéit to the Windows equivalent char.

EMNDIF

IF ch Win =""then && If NOT an Arabic char. then

ch Win =ch str && just copy it to ¢h Win

ENDILE

Win-str =Win-sw+ch-Win &&Add up all char, to the final Windows
string.

NEXT]

NEXTh

in the form above the correct text read is on the frst two lines. These
are the Nafitha enhanced and nafitha intemational Arabic sets. Any of
those can be applied to the whole file to be converted © the Windows
Arabic,

This was the sclection of the correct Arabic set for the text of program
files. The selection of the DBF files is a little bit more complicated. The
first record of the DBF file should be read with a choice of displaying its
text fields sequentially until the correct Arabic text field is read clearly. If
the record text fields are not that clear concerning the Arabic meaning the
there should be the possibility of displaying the following records in the
<ame manner until 4 satisactory Arabic feild wexi 15 reached. Only then the
whole DBF file is modified to the Windows Arabic. Belwo 15 4 sample of
how this is to be displayed:
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In this new from , the comrect text field is read on the first two lines.
These are the nafitha enhanced and Nafitha international Arabic sets, Any
of those can be applied o the whole file 1o bne converted to the Windows
Arabic. But notice that the selected field is from the second record, since
the first one had only repeated characters which had no medning.

Off course the programming of the above part of displaying only the
thmci‘ﬂ‘ fields should use the instruction AFIELDS which places
information about the structure of the current DBEF file into an array and
returens the number of fields in the file.

The folowing table describes the content of each column in the first row

v



of the array and the data type of the information stored in each column.
Values for file specific properties in columns 10 through 16 will only
appear in the first row of the aray. One row is created for each field in the
file. The arrary contains 16 columns and the same number of rows as

fields in the file,
Column Field info Date type
number
| Field name Character
2 Field type:C= Character D= Date L=Logiccal M=| Charucter
MemoN = Numeric F = Floatl = IniegerB=
DoubleY = CurrencyT = Date Time G= General.

3 Field width Numeric
4 Decimal places Numeric
5 Null values allowed Logical

fa Code page manslanon not allowed Logical

T Field validarion expression Character
8 Field validation text Character
9 Field default value Character
10 Table validaton expression Character
11 Table validaton text Character
12 Long table name Character
13 Insent trigger expression Character
14 Update mgger éxpression Character
L5 Delele migger expression Character
6 Table comument Character

The following program part selects only the chaacter fields of the file
depending on the instruction AFIELDS. Off course the DBF file should
be previously opened under a specified work area

SELECT 1 & & Sclect a Work Area
USEC/VFOXPROFILE.DEF  && open a Dambase File
AField = AFTELDS({Field- Array) &&Put fields info. In array Field Array

Lt




FOR i=1TO nField && nField = number of fields in record
IF Feld- Aray (i,2)='C' THEN  &4& Select only the character fields
Field -Txt = & Field Array (1,1)  && Save fisld text,

** Here display the character field in the list box.
** Allow display of next field.

ENDIF

ENDFOR

Usnally before starting the process of modifying a DEF file, it is better
i copy the file 10 a backup file, in case the user needed the file later.
The following procedure modifies all the Arabic character fislds of all
the records of a DEF file, 1o the new Windows Arahic,
** The call of the procedure with every text field.
fl-field=switch -to -win (Field -ox1) && Call the procedure with the tex
field's contents.
REPLACE & a Array (j,1) WITH fl-field &TReplace the old Arabic text
field with the new Windows text,
**"aNaf" is a selected nafitha enhanced Arabic set, chasen by the user,
** "AWin" is the set of Arabic characters of Windows,
** Modify any byte within “Cstring" which is equivalent to any character
of the array "aNaf" by the

** Value of that element of "aWin",

FROCEDUIRE switch - to-win {field txi) drde Receives a field mxr 1 be modified
Win Sor="" & & nLength = Length of next

FOR i = 1 TO nLength

Ch=3SUBSTR(Field - Txt, 1) &k Get gne charsctes

FORj=1 TO53 && To compare with the 53 bytes of “aNaf™ set
IF Ch = anaf(y) THEN & [F char, 1 ima Naf then

chea WIN{I) & change it 1o a WIN char, (Windaws set)
ENIMF

s



ENDEOR

Win - Str = Win - Sr+Ch & & Combine field's characters.
ENDFOR

RETUERN Win - Str & & Retumn the new modified field text.
ENDPROC

If a programmer using Visoal Basin likes to work with M5-DOS Arabne
DBF files, he can modify them under the Visual Fox Pro as explained, and
create Visual Basic files by using the AFIELDS instruction explained
previously to combine all the fields as one record. Mot to forgen that Visual
Baise Files do not have headers, the files contain only records and the
headers should be specified in the program before opening the file.

4- Implementation:

The program was implemented on both text files and Data Base Files,
using all the types of nafitha and Ain character setsand convenied to the
Windows Arabic character set. Exccution nme was calculated for an
Arabic text file of size 200K writtern under MS-DO3 by the nafitha
enhanced character set, was converted to the windows character set on a
Pentiurm 2 computer with speed of 233 MHe, it wok only 3 seconds to
complete the conversion with no errors. Also it wag executed on a DBF
file with 3000 records with record size 300 bytes splitted to 12 ficlds of
which 4 with Arabic SAKHR PC character set and lenghts of 12,30,10,
and § bytes, this wok only 5 minutes to complete the conversions with no
BITOTS.

5- references:

i- Rod Paddock, Ron Talmage, John ¥ Petersen & ranft ,"Visual FoxPro
5 Enterpric Development”, Galgotia publications pvt Ld. 1997,

2- Rod Stephens ,"Advanced Visual Basic Technigues” wiley Computer
publishing 1997,

3. "Nafitha Release 4 2" Copyright Bahrain 1991

4- "Ain Arabization shell 1.2" copyright IPC/ufug 1991.
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CONCLUSION:

After the introduction to this paper, 1 have reviewed al-Galaayini's
grammar (1973) to fix the iraditional or classical view about Al Arabic
grammarians recognize two sources fro Al

prepositional phrases and verbal adjectives or adjectivals. 1 have
discovered two more very important sources for Al: the verbal sentence
which consists of V- N1, V4 N' + N? and V+ N' + N? + N* where i
N1 the subject and NI is the direct or indirect object and N3 is the direct
object, all of which are good 1o form subjective and objective idaafahs after
nominalizing the verb into an absract noun and annexing it 1o iis subject or
object and the nominal seatence which consists of N+ Adj,

As penerative mansformational grammar has not prevailed yet among
Arabic grammarians and university professors, 1 have formed seven
ransformational rules that generate the decp structures of each type of Al
and mansform the deep structures to the surface structures. These
ransformational rules are very easy to use in teaching, even &t the
secondary school level. 1 hope they will be useful to those concerned with

Arabic gramumar.
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The Nominal Sentence Idaafah
Nominal sentences, made up of n+adj, are regular sources for another

type of Idaafah which is made up of an abstract noun derived from the
Adj+ any common or proper noun, such as:

Deep Stuciure Surface Structure

Al-kalbu aswadun sawadu l-kalbi

Al-bintu jamiilatun jamasalu l-bind

Zeidum mujtahidun litthaadu Zeidin

Translation
The dog is black The dog's blackness
The girl is beautiful The grill's beauty
Zeidun is studions Zeid's studiousness
Rule VIII: Ni™+ Adj ™ —> N N
The rule applies in threesteps: (1) it nominalizes the adjective, (2) it
juxtaposeszthis noun to the initial position, {3) it changes the inflexion of
N' from /-w/ 1o /-/ . Here is a mee of "sawaadu I-kalbi"

mfsx s
AT
- i

al Aswadup
sawaadu
kalbu
by Rule VI {a)
by Rule VII (b) sawaady
by Rule VIII (c)

Diagram 5: the deep and surface structures of “sawaadu l-kalbi',
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Rule Il and TV can be put together to from one rule:

NN
Rule ViN-u + N-a ——> | pnuan-

NN N

Where the rule will select one construct from the bradkets each tme.

A sentence with a rransitive verb that takes two objects can be
mansformed three times 1o give three idaafahs: one from the subject
another from the indirect object, and a third from the direct object.

In case of subjective idaafah, the two objects may be deleted or
retained. In case of the indirect object idaafah, the suject must be delted
and the deletion of the direct object is optional. In object igaafah. the
subject must be delted and the deletion of the direct object is optional .In
case of the direct object ideafah, the subject and the indirect object must be
deleted, Here is 2n example to show these points:

- tadriisa Zeidin (al-walada) (darsan)

-—-> tadriisu l-waladi (darsan)

-2 tardiisu darsin

We can develop rule V 1o apply to all verbal sentences as follows:

Rule VI: V + Ni7¥ + (N2 3y + (009 > NN (N2 3) + (N3 %)
N+Nz-i+ (N23)
N+M3-1

The rule is selective, The items in parentheses are optional;
they are selected when the verb is transitive with one or two objects.
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Vil
/N
|

t
Past My Woaladi
by Tn Rule naama
By Rule Il {a) nawmu
By rule IMI(h)
diagram 3: The deep and surface structures of "nawmu l-waladi”.
5
// \--‘--""- NP
VP NP
I
TN— V 2 N
[ S
Past l |
- ' ‘1 Waladu d darsa
By TnRule _kamaha
By Rule IV (b} Kitaabaru
By Rule IV (c)

Diagram 4: Deep and Surfacs Structures of "Kitaabaru 'd-darsi”
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Translation

{a) The boy slept The boy's sleep

(b) The boy wrote the lesson The boy's writing

{c) The writing of the lesson

{d) The boy’s writing of the lesson

In sentence {a) the verb has been nominalized inte an abstract noun and
annexed to its subjectm, replacing the suffix /-u/ with the suffix /-1,
Sentence (b) can be the source of three ransformations. In the first we
have nominalized the verb into an abstract noun and annexed it 1o its
subject, replacing /-u/ with /-i/. In the second we have nominalized the
verb again and annexed it to its object, replacing /-a/ with /-i/. In the third
we have nominalized the verb again and annexed it to its subject, replacing
Jf-u/ with fif and retaining the object with its inflection /-a/.

Rule I V4N ———> NU4N ¥
Rule IV (2} V+MNit+Nz® e > NN
(b) V+NI"+N2" =2 NN
() V+NI94N® — NN N

Rule 11 applies in two steps: (a) it nominalizes the verb, and (b) it
replaces the subject inflexional suffix /-u/ with i,

Rule IV (a) applics in three steps: (a) it nominalizes the verb, (2) it
deletes the object, (3) it replaces the infexional suffix of the subject fu/
with /-i/. Rule IV (b) applies in three steps (1) it nominalizes the verb, (2}
it delets the subject, (3) it replaces the object infexional /-a/ with f-i/ Rule
[V (c) applies in two steps: (1) it nominalizes the verb, and (2) it replaces
the subject inflexion /-u/f with /-i/. retaining the object in its place with its
inflexion /-a/. Following are tree diagrams of "nawmu l-waladi”. and
kitaabaru d-darsi".
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> o

RC
R ) VP
/ NP
by rule II (a) —“_;"——/ >\ N
D -
|

Tn

present Ly nassi
Y unsifu

by rule 1T (b)

Diagram 2: Deep and surface structures of " munsifu
l-naasi"”

C. SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE IDAAFAHS:

the Arabic grammars that I have consulated have no reference
whatsoever o subjective and objective idaafahs which derive from verbal
Sentences containing ransitive or intransitive verbs: Here are some

cxamples:

Deep Stucture. - Surface Strucrure
(2) naama l-walady --——-> nawmu |-waladi (subject)
(b} kataba I-walady d-darsg ~eee= kitaabarg l-waladi (subject)
() - —===3 kitaabatm d-darsi {object)
1 ) - =--—-2 kitaabatu I-waladi d-darsa

(subject-object)
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Here are few examples:

Deep Structure Surface Structure
(a) subject
Man Yunsifu n-naasa Munsifu n-naasi
Man tuhmadu xigaaluhu Mahmuuodu -xisaali
Man vakBuru Kalaamuhu KaGiiru |-kalaami
(b) object
Man yaktubu darsahu Al-kaatiba darsihi
Man yaktubaani darsahumaa Alkattibaa darsithimaa
Man yaktubunna darsahumu Al-kaatibuy darsihimu
Woman kb darsahaa Al-kaatibatu darsihaa
Women yaktubna darsahunna Al-kaarbaatu darsahunna
TRANSLATIONS:
{a) who does justice to people
whose manners are praised
who speaks too much

(bywho writes his lesson (5g.)

who write their lesson (dual)

who write their lesson (masc.pl)

who writes her lesson (sg.fem)

wha write their lesson (pl.fem.).
Rule II:

R+V+N > Adj. + (al) + N

This rule. also , applies in two steps: (a) it deletes the n:latw: pronoun
(man}, and (b) it adjectivalizes the verb.

The insertion of al-is optional. Here is a tree diagram of the deep and
surface structures of "munsifu -naasi™

41



Rule 1:

(al-1}+ NY% 4 perpefal)s N o Nlyals N2

where (al-) is the definite article and (-n) is the tanween or the indefinite
article, The are in parentheses because they are mutually exclusive, N
which is governed by the preposition is either definite with {al-) or
indefinite with {-n) or the (-n) of N', (b it deletes the preposition.

here is a tree diagram of the deep and surface structures of:

kitaabu I-waladi

NP —— PP
.-—-"'"FJ NP
N ',,..-"'"H -n P N
/ \l D
N B # Waladi
kitaabuy al
&
V)
By Rule I (a)
By Rule I (b}

Diagram 1: Deep and surface structures of "kitaabu I-waladi”,

B. RHETORICAL IDAAFAH;:
Arabic linguistis are not clear enough about the sources of rhetorical
idaafah. They agree that N7 is cither the subject or the object of N! , but
they stop at this point and the problem is developed no further.
I think rhetorical idaafah can derive from relative clauses with the
relative pronoun “"man” which can be used for singular, dual, plural,
masculine or feminine human beings (meaning he (she, they) who, e1c.
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4. Fugurative Idaafah expresses a simile. It derives from a prepositional
phrase containing the ka-of similitude (=like):"wardu l-xuduudi” (roses
of the cheeks)derives from "al-xudupdn Ka lwardi”,

Retorical Idaafah:

Al-Galaayini (1974, vol.3,pp 207-220) and Al-Jarim and Ameen
(1977, Vol., 1, pp.131-136) agree that rhetorical Idaafah derives from
verbal adjectivals or adjectives that behave in the same way as their verbs
in having a following noun as their subject or object. The acdjective is also
annexed to its subject or object not o define or specify it, but rather o
simplify its pronuciation by deleting its anmween, {-mi) if it is singular,
{-n} if dual and (-na) if plural derivative masculine:

(a) "Taalibu Silmin"(Pease sccker) derives from™Taalibun siliman”.

{b) Mahummdu 1-xigaali (of praised traits) derives from “mahmuundatyn

xisaaluhy”.

(c) hassanu l-axlaagi (good-mannered) derives from “hassantun

axlaaquhu”,

Some Arabic linguistis think that the preposition in the decp structure
can be any preposition that helps the verb from which N'is derived to be masitive:

"Salaate ljinaazad" (the corpse paryer) derives from "Yusallauna %ala
|jinaszani” where the deletd preposition is 9 la {on).” Al-Galaayin, 1373, vol.d,p 207,

Transformational Rules:
A semantic Idaafah derives from prepositional phrases.
Here are some examples fro analysis:

Deep Structure Surface sructure | Lranslaton
Nuurun/1/~gamarin Nuuru-gamarin Moonlight
Kitaabun /Ll-waladi Kitaabu waladi A boy's book
Kitaabun/l/-waladin Kitaabu waladin | A boy's...
Baabun min xasabin Baabu xasabin A wooden door
Sharun fi Ileili Saharu 1-leili Night awakeness
‘Al-xuduudn Kal-wardi | Wardu l-xadundi | The cheek's roses.
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From Deep to Surface Structures:

Idaafah, like any other syntactic relation, is only the surface structure of
some other deep structure that undergoes cenain mansformations.

Arab linguists have splendidly accounted for the sources of Al ten or
twelve countries before the transformational movement in grammar started
in the second half of the 20™ century in America and Europe.

Arab linguists all agree that semantic Al derives from prepositional
phrases and rhetoricl Al from verbal adjectivals.

SEMANTIC IDAAFAH
Scmantic Tdaafah consists of four types according to the prepostion
found in the deep structure of cach one, and according to the meaning:
expressed by each one: possessive, partitie, Adverbial, and Figurative.
{Arabic: laamiyah, bayaaniyah, darfivah, tashbiihiyah).
1-Possessive idaafah which express possession derives from a
prepositional phrase with the possissive laam (1i-) as its preposition. Its
N' either defined or specified by N? according to whether N? is definite
or indefinite,
(a} Kitaabu Zeidin (Zedid's book-defining)
{b) Kitaabu waladin (a boy’s book-specifying)
These derive from:
(a) Kitaabun lizeidin
(b} Kitaabun liwaladin
2. Partitive Idaafah derives from a prepositional phrase containing min (of,
from). N'in this type forms part of N2, as N? is the material From
which N!is made:
"baabu xasabin " derives from "baabun min xasabin” :
3. Adverbial Idaafah derives from a perpositional phrase containing fi
(in,at).N? in this type is an adverb of time or place for N,
(a) "Saharu I-Ieili"derives from "Saharun fi I-Ieili" (lit: awakeness at
night)
(b} rafiiqu, I-madrasati "derives from “refiiqun fi -madrasati” (lit: mate
at school).
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Rajulun hasanu -wajhi (N1=Adj proper)
S { a handsome-faced)

Rules for N!:
1-Tts tanween must be deleted whether it be singular, dual or plural.

Kitaabu I-waladi {the boy's book)
Kitaaba I-waladi (the boy's two books)
Kutubu I-waladi {the boy's books)

2-Its al-(the ) must be deleted if the Al is semantic, as in the examples
abowve.

%.In Rhetorical Al it is possible to prefix al-{the) to N' if it is (a).dual, (b)
derivative masculine plural, (¢) annexed 1o a N? which has al-or (d)
annexed to a N° which is in turn annexed 1o a N3 which has
al-,(e)annexed to.N* which is annexed to N? which is annexed 1o N
which is a pronoun:

{2} al-mukrimaa saliimin (the two who welcomed saliim)

(b) al-muokrimu saliimin (They who welcomed saliim)

{¢) al-Kartibu I-darsi (He who wrote the lesson)

(d) al-Kaaribu darsi I-handsa ti (He who wrote the geometry lesson)

(¢) ar-arjulu I-maksuuri galbini (The broken-hearted man).

Constraints:

(1) A noun cannot be annexed to its synonym except when they arc both
proper names. Thersfore sentence {a) below is unacceptable:

*(a) naama leigu asadin (leig asadin slept) ;

(b) naama muhammady xaalidin (Muhammadu xaaldin slept)

(2) It is not allwoed that N' should be annexed to an adjectival. Therefore
the following example is unacceptable:

*raeitu rajula faadilin (T saw an honest man)

Instead, we say:"reaitu rajulan faadil an "where there is no Al but N=Adj.

Here ends the review of Al-Gallazyini's account of Al
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Al-Galaayimi defines Al as a syntactic relation between two nouns
(N"+N?) in which N is the head and N? is the modifier which is always
infected with Kasra /if if itis singular, feminine plural or Irregular plural,
with feif . if it is dual and with fiifit is masculine derivative plural,
Examples are .

Kitaabu I-waladi {the boy's book)

Kitaaba I-waladeini {the two books of the two boys)

Kutubo I-awlaadi (the boy's books)

Kaatamu Fabin (2 gold ring)

Sahoru [-Heili (the night awakeness)

Beitu I-dadrisiina (the scholarshouse)
Types of Al:

Al- Galaayini reconginzes two types of Al:Semantic and Rhetcrical.
Semantic Al defines an indefinite noun (N') by annexing itto a definite
noun (N*) , or specifies an indefinite noun (NY) by annexing it to an
indefinite noun (%),

Kitaabu Zeidin (Zeid's book)
Kitasbu I-waladi {the boy's book)
Kitabu waladin {a boy's book)

Itis called semanite al because the construct defines or spectifies N by
means of N2

Rhetorical Al is of phonological nature, it does not define or specify . Ii
aims only at simplifying the pronunciation of N' by deleting its tanween
whether it be singular, dulalor plural.

As a rule N' must be the doer of the action, receiver of the action, or an
adjective proper arrajulu Taaliby 9 ilmin the man is a scholarh { N' is the
doer of the action), 1 z

Rajulun  maksuur I-gaibi {MN1 receiver of the action}
N N (a broken-hearted man)
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AL-MAMOON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE NO. 10y 2003

ARABIC IDAAFAH

Introduction:

The Idaafah or pentive construct in Arabic impies various semantic and
syntactic relations.

Arabic linguists recognize two types of Idaafah: sematc and rhetorical.
The former derives from noun phrases containing prepostional phases,and
the laner derives from adjectivals and the noun they govern.

Analysis has revealed two more types: verbal idaafah: which derives
from verbal sentences (sentences beginning with or containing verbs) in
which an abstract noun is derived from the verb and annexed to either its
subject or its object , and norninal idaafah which derived from the nomninal
sentences (consisting of N-Adj) in which an adjectival abstract noun is
derived from the adjective and annexed to the basic noun in the nominal
SENIENCE.

This paper aims at analyzing the various types of Arabic Idaafah in
order to discover the deep structure of each type so as to from
transformational rules that can account for their surface souctures. This
procedure makes it casy to fix the meaning of each genitive construct.

Review of literature:

This part of the paper is a very briel summary of what Sheikh Mustafa
Al-Galaayini states about Arabic [daafah (Al in his grammar jaami 9
Ad-duruusi 1-9 Arabiyah, vol.3.1979, (pp.205-220), to work as a basis
for my analysis of Al from the two standpaints of meaning and structure in
traditional grammar,
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3} matching

4} arrangenent

5) short answers

6) fill in the spaces

7/ ready made answers for questiens asked.

The pass mark is 30 out of 100.Marks are ditributed not evenly over the
skills, In primary schools the share of oual-oral skills. is (80)marks
whereas in secondary schools the balance is tlted in favour of literacy: The
same mark is the share of reading and writng.

Conclusion:

We hope that we have succeded in examining the theoretical
assumptions underlying the current apprach to language teaching namely
the structural approach on which the New English Course for Iragq based.
We explained in detail how the text boek writers abided by the structumi
approach in formulating objectives, in selecting the instructional materials
and in grading them. They ook into consideration the imponance of the
four major skills. the priority is given [0 aural-oral skills in the edrly stages
of learning a foreign language. As the text-Dook writers are advocates of
the synthetic approach (atomists) . they present the skills sgparately, even
in Testing discrete items are constructed, The clear a dvansage of this form
of test construction is that it yields daa which are easily quandfiable.

In this approach oracy precedes literaCy, usige comes before use, form
has prioTity over meaning: CONSITuctive linguistics is resorted to avoid
interference which is considered the hitter enemy of learning 4 foreign
language. This is the mmn reason why accuracy is followed by
flucncy.Emors should not pass unpunished, They should be nipped in the
bud. Once they are detected they must be corrected immediately.

Lnd
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letters are used for comprehension (read o learn). The writing skill is
learnt through cursive hand writing. There handwriting manuals are used
in the first three years,

Pupils of the Sthe primary school are allowed to do their written
homework after the two-thirds of book 1 have been covered,

The text-book writers lay heavy stress on home-work through which all
language activitics are tested. Besides, since in traq English is taught as a
foreign language, pupils’ exposure 1o English is limited to what takes
place in the classroom, written homework can soliderate the spoken
language, but it should not be assigned unless the pupils know its zim and

purpose.

The advantages of homework.

1- Time alloted 1o learn English in the school is not enough, so additicnal
time is needed to enable the pupils 1o keep in touch with Englih,

Z- All the pupils without exception take part in doing their homework,

3- It acts as feedback for the teacher and the pupils as well, it indicates
their points of srengihs and weaknesses.

4= It helps the teacher to distiuguish berween careful and careless pupils,

3- Pupils reson to it before they sit an examination.

&- It improves handwriting, spelling, capitalization and Punctuation,

4- Testing:
Testing is & means of evaluation, It occupies a conspicuons place in the
structural approach. As the approach prefers synthetic approach
(segregation) to analytic approach (integration), dicrefe items are
constructed, each of which ideally reveals the pupils ability w handie one
level of language in werms of the four skills, As 3 result, objective tests
overshadow subjective ones. The following types of objective tests are
strongly recommended:

L) false and rue

2} multiple choice

Ik
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2- Language ix essentially.
Swructuralists realize that every language is self-contained and every sociely
has its own language. Each language provides on mtricate system of
symbols that dissects nature in its own way. No language is better or more
logic than another language.
As language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols, there 15 no relation
between these symbols and the objects or concepts they symbolize (the
reference). This is the reason why little attention is paid to meaning in the
approach which emphasizes form over meaning 4nd accuracy over
fluency. The meanings of words should be leamt by rote, As language 15
creative the nurmber of sentences is infinite, so it 1s impossible for a human
being to leam their meanings by rote. In English the meaning of a sentence
depends on: word order, function words and inflexions.
so far we have explained in detail how the text book writers subordinated
litercy to oracy. [n presenting every language activity contained in the text
books , teachers are advised to follow a three step method.
1) Presentation by the teacher, recognition by the pupils. In this step the
role of the teacher i important.
2) practice and jor imitation, [n this step there is an interaction between
the teacher and the pupils.
3} production. In this step the role of the pupil comes into play. He will
be able to work on his own, independent of the teacher.

3- Homework:

Although in the text-books listening and speaking take precedence over
reading and writing, the latter are introduced early because the pupils at the
end of haok 11 and Book V have to face a puplic (ministerial -beccalareate)
examination which relies completely on reading and writing to the
exclusion of listening and speaking. In NECI the skill of reading starts
from Unit 1. The following six letters are introduced in bold capital letters
(ITLFEH). The alphabet method is used to distinguish letters via reading
aloud. These. lerers are used for recognition only (learn (o read) later Print
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Let us surn up the advantages of Oral practce.

1- The structure drills are practised orally first, so it is easy to perform.

2- They are designed intentionally to be short and easy.

3- As lintle attention is paid 1o meaning, they are usvally uncontextualized,
The priority is given to form which can be explained scientifically and
studied accurately, whereas meaning does not yield itself 1o desciption
because it is non-linguistic:it is the relation between language and
cutside world. Moreover, words may have many meanings. The
structuralists say taht there is no meaning without form but there is
form without meaning.

4- The drills are at a sentence level since the sentence is the largest unit of
grammar which is the centre of attention of the structural appproach.

3- As the drills are easy, there is no need to wanslation or exlanation.

- No grammatical termi nology is mentoned because to know about the
language is something and to use it correcrtly and appropriately is
something else,

T- the drills are taught inducti vely (examples practice-rules) . Plenty of
time is spent on practice to enable the learners to derive rules so as (o
devise novel sentences by anology. Rules in lan guage are finite. These
rules are able to produce infinite sentences. Sentences cannot be
memonzed while vocabulary items must be [earnt by hesrt.

Oral Practice usually takes the form of pattern parctice exercise.

Such exercise are of the following types:

{a) Substtion drills.

{b) Transformations.

() conversion.

1d) Conversations.

The structural approach aims at developing the linguistic competence of
learners rather than their communicative competence on the basis that
when the former is securely established, the latter will take care of wself
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sentence in Book 1is:
This is a book . (It comprises three function words and only one lexical
word).

The rationale behind utilizing oral Practice is that children learn their
mother tongue by anclogy not by analysis, Therefor, it is possible (o make
full use of anology in the leamning of a foreign language. To make the
learners leam language in small casy doses, one new item at a time is
presented through carefully graded points of grammar.

This form -oriented, sentence-based approach focuses on structurs
rather than meaning. The learner should attach meaning o forms.

Oral Practice is composed of highly controlled exercises. Each exercise
deals with one grammatical point at a time. Grammar is learnt by analogy
that opens the door for generalization. The senlences are syntactically
homogeneous (similar) but semantically hetrogencous {dissimilar).For
example unit (10)Book 4 p.142).

1- Need 1 take an umbreiia?

No, you needn’s

2- Need we take umberellas?

No, you needn't

3- Need you take in umbrella®

Mo, I needn’t

4- Need he take an umbrella?

No, he necdn't

5- Meed she take an umbrelia?

no, she needn't

§- Need they take an umbrella?

Mo, they needn't

7. Need Mazin take an umbrella?

Mo, he needn't

g. Mead the boys take umbrellas?

Mo, they needn't
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3- It is the possession of all the segments of the society it is hfe water far
fish.

6- Paralanguage shares the burden of commuication, (facial expressions,
bodily moremenls, gestures and even postures),

7- The unit of language is a sentence.
The text-book writers stress that a good teaching dialogue should be

bricf, narral, relevant and balanced,

B.The Linguisitc Principles Underlying the Structural

Approach.

I- Language is a system.

Langunge is not chaotic masses of isolated items.

thotch potch), It is made up of parns working together in a regular
relation for a cenain function. It is like cog. wheeels that work by moving
one another, when in motion, they lead to the desired aim, when  wheel
stops funtioning , it results in ambiguity and will distorr the meaning. This
system is very complex because it is a system of systems (the sound
system (phonologhy), the form system {Morphelogy) and the sentence
system (syntax).

According 1o the structural Approach, the mastery of the sound sysiem
and the grammatical system should be the main task of the learner in the
learning of a foreign language during the first stages. not the meaning of
words structurists view language as a system of structurally related
elements for the coding. of meaning. Since the approach regards SYNIAX a8
the beating heart of language , it resorts 1o ianguage activity called {oral
practice-pattern practice). This activity is so important that all the other
activities revolve round it Oral proactice contains basic structures of high
frequency. Structuralists place more emphasis on stuctures rather than
morphology. They interoduce the latter through syntax. Thar is why the
vecubulary content (lexical words) is kept 1o a useful minimum so that the
learners muy concentrate on establishing @ solid control of strycture by
employing function words (structure words) | For example: the first
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powerless without good fighter. With teaching -aids the lesson can be
devoid of translation as far as possible. The structuralists are not sensitive
against the native language as far as words are concerned 1o save time and
energy and to avoid confusion but under no circumstances should
sentences be ranslated because languages are extremely different in their
sentence structures (syntax).

7. Language use is both individual and social process.
According to the audio-lingual method language is social behaviour . it
does not operate in vaccum. It is the best means of communication. It
bridges the physical chasim between two individuals language is personal
and interpersonal .On the one hand, no two people speak alike. The
flexibility of the language enables a person 1o express feelings, ideas and
thoughts in his own way. On the other hands, the structurlists centre their
atrention on the interpersonal aspect of language. The modern man lives in
n pressure cocker of communication. This is the rcason why the
pudio-lingual method relies heavily on dialagues.

With the advent of the aural-aral method adopted by stucturists., dialogue
as a separate language activity has held a place of respect in syllabus. The
smterlocutors locutors (the speaber and the listener (5)) perform their parts
alternatery. The pupils are taught to reverse their roles when they are
required to act out a dialogue is to present conversational forms used in
everyday life situations. Every unit in the text books stan with a dialogue
as 4 sign of i1s paramount imporance.

The Advantages of a dialogue:

1- It is tweo-way COmmunIcaton. -

2. The language is colloguigl, rich in attention getiers silence fillers, pause
holders, false starts and incomplete utterances.

3. contracted forms are accepied in & dialogue , such as isa't, can't, he's
M

4- Real spoken language is realized through a dialogue. It is lasnguage in

ACIION,
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principle indicates the indispensablity of the model. The model can be a
human being or a machine but nothing can replace the human bing (the
teacher). As a matter of fact there is no method better than the teacher who
is using it and the quantity of knowledge acquired by the pupils depends
on the quality of the teacher. It must be linguistically and professionally
competent., if he stops keeping a breast of the massive information,
explosion, he will fall behind and when he falls behind, he will never
catch wp. He must act as an instigator rather than an imparter of
knowledge. In this way the pupils’ role will change accordingly. Instead
of being passive spectators , they will be active actors, The text book
wniers provided the teachers with teacher's guides in which the objectives
of the English sullabus and how to deal with language activities contained
in it are clearly explaind. The teachers are acdvised to plan their lessons
because the syllabus is time-bounded. They are wamed not to urge their
pupils to prepare their lessons in advance lest they should make errors
which are regarded as a bughear. All the teachers of English all over frag
were encouraged to anend in-service courses to familiarize them with the
principles of the structural Approach and the audio-lin gual {aural-oral)
method of teaching and the purpose behind each language activity in the
rexi-books.

6- Language Learning should be enjoyable .

Interest acts a5 & motive power in learning foreign languages. The teacher
must not dwell only on one activity during a lesson period that lasts for 45
minutes. Monotony breeds bordom, Nothing is worse than sameness. A
variety of activites makes the pupils focus their attention-on language
taught. It is essential to create an atmosphere to which the pupils feel
physically (bedily} and psychologically (mentally) comfortable, Fear
causes frusmasion and anxiety and may lead to an antagonistic attiude
towards the teacher and the subject he is teaching as well. Teaching aids
pave the royal road to success in weaching foreign languages. A teacher
with teaching-nads is like a soldier armed with weapons, bur weupons are
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are easier than productive ones, 50 the atter must follow ithe formers.
Every normal human being is provided with decoding (receptive skills)
and encoding (productive skills) mechanism, so he s able to learn more
than one language if he is willing 1o do so.

4. The learning of a second language involves some
interference exverted by the mative language.

As language learning is considered habit formation so leamning an L2
means developing new habits which are quite different from those of L1,
Interference is the outcoms of mansferring the well established habits of L1
1o the newly-built habits of the forcign language. As 4 matter of fact new
habits cannot easily replace the old ones.They must be coaxed down the
ladder one step at a time . The structurelists belicve that interference is the
main cause of making errors in leaming 2 foreizn language. To solve this
problem they scek support in contrastive Linguistics, since prevention is
better than cure. This branch of linguistics compares two languages 1o find
ot the differences first and then the simlanines between them. Not only
does it predicts errors before they occur but also explains the reasons for
their oCCurTences.

The text-book writers have place 2 heavy emphasis on conirastive
linguistics when the instructional matenials were selected , praded and
integrated both verncally and horizonsally. By vertical intergradon we
mean that the language activities in each unit are interrelated whereas
horizontal integration means that each unit treads on the heels of another
and the language activities in them are correlated and reviewed now and
then .

5. Language Learning is accomplished through exposing the
learner to a model.
Language learning is the product of interacnion between the mental
processes (the internal factor) and the environmental conditions {the
exrernal factor). The structuralists subordinate the former to the latter. This
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human being 1o repeat the same lanuage materials so many times with
precision, the method utilizes the educational technology o the fullest
possible extent. Nearly all schools in Iraq are provided with tape-recorders
und some schools with overhead projectors and up-to-date language labs
and video-mpes.

since all weachers of English in primary and secondary schools are
non-native speakers of English, they are in dire need of perfect
pronunciation with proper intonation. This fact entails the significant
Imponance of auditory aids especially tape-recorders. Nearly all language
activities contained in the text books are recorded by British English native
speakers. It is worth mentioning that multiple - sensory procedures yield
good result in language learning,

The advantages of Tape-recorders:

1- They are cheap and easily maintained.

2- They are exceptionally accurate.

3- They are indefatigable.

4- Sounds are transitory but with the help of tape recorders. They arc
recapturable.

3- They are e.conomical since they save us the trouble of emploving a
great number of nartive speakers.

f- They never lose temper or patience.

7- In the absence of electricity, there are dry battery-operated recorders,

F- Language Learning is the acguisition af a set of skifls:
According to audio-lingual (aural-oral) method, the four major language
skills are in the following order: listening , speaking, reading and writing.
The method benehits from the way a child acquires histher 11, He firs:
tistens to his parcnts for a relatvely long period of time, then he will my 1o
utter single words, and incomplete utterances. Later, he comes to school o
lcarn the three R's . listening and reading are called receprive skills
whereas speaking and writing are called productive skills, receptive skills
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As the text-book writers are structurally-minded, they have broken
down the components of the English language in the form of units, Each
unit comprises various langoage activites. The task of the teacher is to
teach the language activites separately and gradually to enable the learners
1o build up the global language.

2- Language learning is habii-formation.

Habits are disinct from instinct. They are established by imitation and
repetition for a relatively long period of time . When they take root it is
dificult to uproot them.

They die hard. The text-book writers are of the opinion that language
leamning is determined by stimulus- response relationship, Language
acquistion and behaviour can be explained by the general law of
conditioning and association, The child simply learns ceniain utierances in
agsociation with certain objects or actions. He lcarns these utterances
through imitation and repetition and produces them under similar
counditions. This is the reason why every language activity in the text
books is learnt via imitation and repetition. Repetition is conducted
chorally and individually, The teacher Provides the model sentence, he
then gives the Prompts in $equence The pupils repeat after him
Crtomarically.

For example in Book I unit 12 P79,

Substitution Drill

Follow these sxamples

T: Layla

C: What is Layla?

T: The boys

C: What are the boys?

T: what are the boys?

C: What are the bays?

Tn the audio- linzual methed oracy precades litercy. As it is beyond the
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4- The number of learaers was about 20,

3= The eacher were native speakers beside linguists,

6- The trainees were chosen accordin £ to their age, aptitude and ability.

The initial success of this method was viewed as an indication that
maodified somewhat, would work,

The result was o methed developed during the 195('s and stil] widely
used: the avdio-flingual method,

The main features of the structureal Approach:

The structural approach is a modern approach. It is a radical departure
from old method. which were ignorant of linguistics (what language is an
d how it operadies) and psychology (how language is acquired),

[n the early decades of the wentieth century, structural grammar began
to develop hand in hand with behaviouristic psychology. The two
principles later became associated with two persons' names, Bloomfield
and skinner respectively. Thus this approach depends on a well-defined
theory of language that takes into account the nature of human language
and the psychology of verbal behaviour.

A.The Psycholopical Frinciples undelying the Structural
Approach;
I- Atomists Versus Wholists.

The Controversy between the two psychological schools of thoughr has
continuel for centries and it is sill raging. Plato was a wholist whereas
Aristotle was an atomist. The advocates of the structural Approach are
considered atomists. They believe in synthetic approach in which the
differcar parts of language arc taught separately and step by step so that
Acquisition is 2 process of graded accumulation of the parts uil the whole
structure of the language has been huilt up.The learner's msk 15 1o
synthesize the language that has been broken down into a large number of
pieces with the aim of making his learning easier. So language 15
dismembered for the sake of study.
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reading and writing exercises but not (o the exclusion of oral
praciice.

Contrastive linguistics: it is a synchronic study(i.e.) it deals with two
languages in any given point of time). The two languages are
comparel in arder to find out areas of differnces with the specific
aim of isolating teaching points, similar points are not neglected
but different points are emphaized over similar ones.

ohjectives: they are specified statcmeins which define what learners are
able to achicve as a result of instruction, They should be
¢clearly-stated, educationally sound, realistic not idealistic,
measurable and time-bounded.

Clbjective- Wrinten tests; They are usually difficult to consinict but easy to
score . They do not test pupils’ self-expression. They stress
recogninon,

1R's: The three R's(are) reading (w) riting, () rithmetic as the basis of an
elementary education.

Function: {Structure) words: they are a closed set {auxiliaries, determiners,
conjunctions, Pronouns, prepesitions).

Content (lexical)words: they are an open set (nouns, adjectives, verbs and
adverbs).They &re open-cnded. open 10 COInAgs, Open o
harrowing and can be replaced by other words,

A chronological survey:

In U.8.A. , during the second world war, linguists were called in to
develop a language course for the American Army. These military men
were 1o g0 1o the Far East, They had to learn the spoken languages used in
the countries they visited, Such a course was called MiMICry-memori zaton
(mim-mem). The success of the course ascribed to the following factors,

i- The emphasis was placed on oml only,

2. The course was intensive (6 hours, per day, for 6 diays, a week up to
6 monthsl,

1. The leamners were highly motivated,
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readers will benefit from cur efforts exened in differengating between an
approach and 4 method which is used by the teacher inside the classroom.

Some common linguistic and psychological terms used in this

research paper:

NECI: New English course for Irag.

Approach: It deals with the nature of language teaching and leamning
(theory).

Method: an overall plan for the orderly presentation of language material
(procedural-theery put into practice)N.B, within one approach
there can be many methodes.

technique: (implementational ) It takes place in the classroom,

induction: (inductive(ly) method of reasoning which obtains or discovers
general laws from particular facts or examples,

anology : A process of reasoning between parallel cases,

eclectic: choesing, accepting freely from various sources,

interference: it is the outcome of transferrin 2 the oldestablished habits of
the native language to the newly built habits of the foreign
language,

usage: Knowledge irrespective of context.lt favours sentence level to
develop linguistic competence,

Use: Knowledge necessary to understand and produce utterancs in relaton
10 a specific context. It is beyond sentence level {super-sentential
level) to develop communicalive competence.

fluency: Practices concentrate on why a person is speaking.

accuracy: Practices concenirate on how the message is conveyed.

Reading aloud: In it vocalizing is admitted (learm to read).

Beading silently: in it vocalizing is suppressed (read o leam).

The alphabet method of reading: it is the association of the name of the
fetter with its shape.

Drills: they are designed primarily for trainin g with ear and tongue and not
merely for visual scanning . For variety, they may not be used as
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AL-MAMOON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE NO.10/ 2003

THE NEW ENGLISH COURSE FOR IRAQ IS
A PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
STRUCTURAL APPROACH

This research is dedicated to the late Prof.,
Dr. Khalil Hammash

Introduction:

It is necessary to statc at the outset thak this paper is not intended to be a
defence of the struct ural approach or an attack on any other methods. Cur
purpose is not 1o propagate a cemnain approach. On the contrary, we are
ectectic because the methods of eaching english as a foreign lanpuage is in
1 siate of flux, so what is new today will be old tomorrow. No matter how
good & method is, there is no ideal method that can be applied in all
ciruations and under different circumstances. Besides , no method 15 betier
than the teacher who is using it and no method is foolproof.

Our main aim is to show to our readers-especially the would-be teachers
of english in primary and secondary schools in our country -the approach
on which the english programme in general education is bassed. We are
sure that they need our help in order o fulfil their task successfully. They
must know the purpose behind the language activities contained in the 1ext
books and how these activites should be taught via the audio-lingual
method implemented by the structural approach which is not a method of
weachng. It is an approasch with which any method can be used. The
audio-lingual methed is a radical depariure from the previous methods:
{ grammar-translation and dircct methods) It is needless to say that the
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highly believed that brainstorming can fill many gaps left unsolved by
other teaching techniques. Broainstorming takes its effectiveness from
being stimulating . It lets students feel free and anxious to write about any
10pie, situation, problem or film without being embarrassed on evaluation
or interruption. As a result, students can improve their level of mastering
the writing skills in the foreign language.

While this study confirms thar the conventional teaching techniques, je.
other than brainstorming, have some gaps that affect students'
performance in writing, it reveals the effectiveness of brainstorming as the
most appropriate remedial techningue that ENcouragss them o overcome
many difficulties in spelling, making well-fomred sentences, constructing
topic sentences, writing general and specific ideas, making a point
paragraph, choosing appropriate titles, seleciing and fully developing
thoughis in the froeign language.

It is task of the twcacher of Wwriling, as an efficient brainstormer, 1o let
students feel free, comforiable and anxious 1o write a good paragraph in
English. In this regard, he provides them with knowledge and confidence
whenever interruption in their writing performance arises. Consequently,
Now of ideas can come from students spontanecusly, Some novelty
thoughts arrived at by students can be used as gEnUing answers to many
problems,



whenever evaluation occurs, no BS is applied. Otherwise, if we want for
the BS technigue o be a 3uCccss for tecaching paragraph writing,
production of ideas is highly encouraged and practised; evaluation 15
disregarded and put off temporanly.

It is also worthy to stress that during the post-BS period, avanety of
remedial exercises in paragraph writing can be practised. This invalves, 45
shown below, appropriate spelling, well-formed sentences, selection of
titles and development of ideas.

Some Texts of Exercises Relevant to Paragraph Writing

Exercise 1 Exercise 2 Exercise 3
Read the following|Make an idea that can Read the following
paragraph and find out casily and completely |paragraph and find out
the main idea, the topic|be developed: thenjany ill-formed sentcnce
sentence, the major and|write a point paragraph or spelling mistake and
minor support sentences, (relevant 1o that idea; |then change them 10
and any irrelevant idea or | last, make a complete | well-formed sentences

sentence. paragraph including the | and correct vocabulary.
ideas listed in the point
paragraph.
Exercise 4 Exercise 5 Exercise 6

You are given topic|You aré exposed to 4 |Show whether each of
sentence. Give the major|picture or situation. |the following topic
and minor supporyWnte a paragraph |sentences can fully be
sentences relevant to it |demonstrating it developed or not.

Summary:

Wiriting a paragraph is the first siep tawards improving EFL-College

students’ abilities in the various writing skills. Students at university level

need effective and novelty techniques of teaching paragraph writing. It is
13




they are asked to write about a state, a story, a description, an
argument, etc, (Melville et al.;1980:12).

d. Problem-Solving responses. Students are sometimes asked to
write & paragraph on some problems or questions. Answers to these
problems can help themn in making a good paragraph in the foreign
language.

e. Yocabulary, The BS teacher may writc some vocabulary on the
board and ask students to select, reammange or use some of them in
writing a paragraph. This ¢an, however, assist in storming their
brains 1o completely develop their paragraph.

4. Mechanics of writing, The BS teacher always helps students by
providing them with necessary means related to mechanics of writing
such as punctuation, organization, ete.

5. Titles. Swudents are let free 1o choose or make their own titles. Titles
are not imposed on them by their writing teacher. Thus, they can be
stimulating and interesting,

(Gurrey, 1959, 129:125),

Post -BS Period
During the second weekly period of teaching paragraph writing |
evaluation is carried out, i.e, the BS teacher of writing checks, corrects,
adds, deletes, scores, ete. what the students have achieved during the BS
5ess10n. Such evaluation involves: spelling and grammatical mistakes,
suitability of titles, the topic sentence, the major and minor support
sentences, pamgraph unity and completeness, irrielevant pharases or
sentences, etc. While the students’ free and sti mulating production of the
topic and support sentences constitutes the core of the BS session of
writing a paragraph, evaluation is given ata separate teaching period, ie.
at the post-BS period.

Consequently, in order to put the BS as a teaching technique of paragraph

writing into real application, it is always essential to make a ¢clear

distinction between production and evaluation of thoughts. Wherever and

14



assisted by their BS teacher of writing while they are working on the

construction of various ideas related to the 1opic or title chosen. Such

assistance can effectively be carried out throughout the following activities:

1. Vocabulary, The BS teacher helps students in the selection and use of

womds, phrases or idioms related to the main idea of the paragraph. (Dean,

1968:122).

2. Stucture. The wacher provides students with well-formed sentences
relevant to the topic sentence, In this regard, he may give them some
practice in changing the ill-formed sentences to well-formed ones.

3. Ideas. The ideas should be stimulating, interesting and can be fully
developed. Since students’ free production of ideas constitutes the main
component of the BS technique of writing, the teacher applies some
devices for lerting his students make many ideas that can clearly, easily,
anxiously and completely be developed . These devices are:
a.Pictures and Sketches, Such means encourage weak students, 10

produce various thoughts related to o given writing title.

b. Completion Items. through this activity, the BS teacher can give
his students:

(1) The title or topic and ask his students to produce the topic sentence.

(2) The topic sentence and require them to generate the major Support
sentence.

(3) One major support sentence and ask thém o make the other ones.

(4) The major suppent sentences and ask them 1o ghive o number of minor
SUPPOIT sentences.

{5) One mincr support sentence and require them 1o produce two ©r Imore
SUppOTt SEniEnCes.

c. Creative Responses, Students are encouraged to produce novelry
ideas. Concerning the major and minor Supporl sCniences, for
example, they can be exposed 10 & film or a siation about which
they write a paragraph with novelty ideas. Also . creative responses
may come from students as a result of students' flow of ideas when

13



assisted by their teacher to produce any idea or ideas related to the
writing topic or fitle, Diversion rather than conversion of ideas relared
1o the topic senicnce is the most desirable so that variety of ideas can
flow from students freely. (Howe, 1986:1105.

- Deferment of Judgment . No interruption of any kind is allowed
till the beginning of the evaluation period lest student's writing of ideas
should panly or fully be blocked.

» Free Self-Eression. The BS teacher of writing provides his
students with the permissive atmosphaere to freely and spontanecusly
write on any topic. (Bird, 1993:37).

- Interaction. High degree of intcraction occurs during BS sessions
since stodents cooperate with each other for the construction of the
topic sentence as well as the supporting sentences. If any interruption
takes place, it wil, then be the teacher’s role to instil in his students the
confidence and knowledge that hep them write sentences continuously.
(Thomton, 1880:20 and Savova and Donato , 1991:12f).

Creativity and Problem-Solving. Since diversion of thoughts is
dependable, various ideas with some novelty ones arc made by
students. These ideas may be exploited as genuine solutions to certain
problems in similar situations (Di-Pietro, 1990:36),

- Image-Building. When students see that their vocabulary, sentences
and ideas are regarded, their image will increase accordingly,

- Peer-Teaching and Integration of Foreign Language Skills.
As g pre-class activity, students exchange thoughts with each other
before coming to class. They have the competence to produce various
structures in English, At the same time, they listen to each other's
sentences, discuss them, and exchange reading the ideas they have
written down, As a result, integration of foreign fanguage skills is
practised dunng every BS session.

BS Activities in Paragraph Writing

In order to 1mprove students' level of writing in class, students are
12



Quality: clear , muffled, loud, soft
C. Smell:

Quality: short, sweet, clean, fresh
d. Tasie:

Quality: Birer, flat, sweet, sour
e. Touch:

Texture: smooth, rough, sharp, dull

Temperature: hot, coid,

Weight: heavy, light

Siudents can also compare one sense with another to communicate
impressions to the reader, as in:

Taste: The strange fruit tasted like a sour cucumber.

3. Personal Experience: By providing the reader with, for example, 2
brief account of 2n actual accident that supports the general statement, we
srrengthen and support the fopic senience.

The BS Period

After careful teaching of the writing skills stated above, two periods a
week, each of 50 minutes, are allotted to teaching students paragraph
Writing.

During the first period, the BS teacher of wrining encourages students o
make many thoughts relating to a wrinen topic. He provides them with
essential vocabulary, well-formed sentences, ideas, the pre-requisites of
mechanies of writing, etc. Since students are working on constructing their
paragraphs, they should never be interrupted by any form of judgment,
evaluation, blame, or failure for making mistakes. These are to be left 1o
the evaluation period. (Brown and Race, 1997:122).

Before investigating the technigues used for storming the brains of
students in paragraph writing, we iry 10 tackle some BS requirements
relevant to teaching paragraph writing in the foreign language. These
FEQUITSITIENLS are.

1. Production of Tdeas. While students are let free, they are highly
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My final mistake in spoken English is the grammatical problem of verh
endings: 1 will often say she do the shopping instead of does or it is
possible solve your problems insiead of to solve, If I can solve
these three problems in my English, I think English people will be able 1o
understand me rmuch better,

Cause-Effect paragraph

There are many reasons shy I have been unhappy since I have come 10
Turkey. First, the weather in winter is so cold, that I am frequently sick
during that scason. Also , because I don't own a car, fransportation is very
difficult. In order to go to the market or the docior, T must take a taxi or
call a friend. Another reason | am not happy is that [ feel very lonely. [
miss my family terribly. The most important problem I have is that my
government has not transferred money to me. Although I think that the
money will come soon, I am still very worried. All in all, T am very

unhappy.

Techniques of Support
The sentences that support a topic sentence may do so in a varicty of
ways. however, the techniques we select depend on the topic sentence and
on our audience. 3o, the following techniques are used after one has made
sure that information selected is specific:
1. Facts: A paragraph is developed by facts: numbers, statistics, and other
pieces of information that can easily be verified,
2. Physical Description: The five senses-sight, hearing, smell, rasie
_ and wouch-offer students writing a paragraph a source of detail about the
world about them.
a. Sight:
Sjhape: round, square, flat.
Color: red, bue, white.....
Light: bright, dark....
b. Sound:



College Studenis

Engineering
According 1o major fields | Agriculmre
Lanpguages
Medicine

Muslim

According 1o religion Protestant
Catholic

Jewish

5. Cause-Effect which is a method of showing why things are as they
are or why something happened . A cause-cffect paragraph is developed
by inductive reasoming:

a. Observation of specific facts

b. Generalization drawn form the facts

c. Staternent of probable truth . (Result)

To reason inductively in successfully way, facts must be accurate,

complete, relevant and unbiased.{Case and milne, 1985:68).

Examples on Classification and Cause-Effect Paragraphs
Calssification Paragraph.

Since | began to study English, T have noticed three persistent errors in
my speech; | think these errors are also the most common mastakes made
by Arabic-speaking students. The first is that I produce sentences which
are similar to those in Arabic, For instance, | will say T have bought a
shirt nice instead of a mice shirt, Another mistake is that 1 often
translate directly from Arabic, forgetting the characteristic idiommatic
expressions of English,like getting along with, Some vocabulary items
can't be transiated literally, Silverware, for example, is @ common nams
in English for eating utensils, which are not necessarily made of silver.

g



3. Which sentence is the most general?

4. Which four major support sentences are made in the paragraph?

3. Which sentences give specific details to support the main point?

6. Wnite a paragraph using the process above?

7. Choose a subject vou know about,

8. Narrow the subject to the topic you can develop in one paragraph.

9. List some details about the topic that would be of inerest to vour
readers,

10, Limit the details to the imporant ones you want to communicate,

11. State the main idea of the paragraph in your topic sentence,

12. List specific details to support.

Methods of Developong a Paragraph
A paragraph can be developed by the following methods:

1. Process which is a form of analysis in which the way to do sometimes
is taken apart and examined.

I. Extended Definition which is a method of analysis in which the
subject is identified within a general class and distinguished from all
other members of that class. If the definidon is effective. the reader will
understand the meaning of the word; example:

Term: Triangle
Class: a plane Agure
Distinguishing terms: whith three sides.

3. Comparison-Contrast which is a method of development that will
essentially compare (show likensss) or contrast (show difference), The
purpose of comparison 15 t0 show how persons, places and things
often considered very much alike are different in some ways.

4. Classification which is a method of analysis that divides persons,
places, things and ideas into groups according to @ common basis. For
example, a single subject " College Students” can be classified in
vArious witys according to various ruling principles; Examples:
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1. Cleaning the apartment.
a. Takes away from my smdies
b. Makes the apartment look nice

2. Shopping for food
a. Don't know the English names
b. Spend time asking for help

3. Cooking my food
a Food uncooked or overcooked
b. sometimes made incorrectly

4. Doing my laundry
a. Far away-wastes time
b. Instructions are complicated
¢. Have 1o sit with women

* Writing the paragraph using the criteria above:
Since [ began living in an apanment and going to university, my biggest

problem has been the honsework. Cleaning the apartment is not oo bad;
although it takes time away from my studics, at least when [ fimish, the
apartment looks nice. Shopping for my food is more difficult because |
don't know the English names of many foods and ofien | have to spend
extra time asking for help, Cooking my food 15 2 bigger problem’. 1
have never had to cook before, and usually the resu lts are discouraging.
§ometimes, the food is burned, sometimes it is not cooked enough, and
sometimes I have not measured correctly, so the food tastes terrible.
The worst problem is doing my Jaundry. The Laundromar is far from
my aparmment and [ waste much with pink socks or a shirt that is oo
smmall. Mostly, I am embarrassed as | sit in the Laundromat with all the
women. and so [ wait until all my clothes are dirty before 1 do this
horrible task.(Hoover, 1980:267).

Exercise

1. Is this paragraph unified?

2. Is it complete?



The Process of Writing a Paragraph
The BS teachers of writing should make their students master the
process of writing a pragraph that consists of the steps below:
* Choosing the subject. Students should be cermin that they know the
subject they write about . For example: Studving Aboard,
* Narrowing to a topic that will be of interest to students, as
in:
Advantages and disadvantages of Being a University Student in the
United kingdom
Most Serious Problem of Living Alone.
While Studying at a University in the United Kin gdom.
* Listing some detail about the topic or title; examples:
Having to clean the apartment
No coe 1o wake me up in the moming
Huving to shep and cook for myself
Having to do the laundry
Missing classes becanse | don't keep a regular schedule
spending my money too quickly
Don't gt my stedy completed-no one 1o discipline me
* Limiting the details to the most important ones we want to
communicate; as in:
Housework
Or Choose ong - > Housework
Loneliness
* Starting the main idea of the paragraph in the sentence, as in:
Since I began living in an apriement and going to university, my
biggest problem has been housework.
* The point paragraph
Since becoming a student at a university in the United Kingdom,the
mast serious problem of living alone has been the housework,



Writing a Topic Sentence

A topic senience is the most general and important senience in the
paragraph. It containg controlling ideas that the following sentences in the
paragraph cxplain, define. clarify and illustrate. Thus, a controlling idea is
a word or phrase that the reader can ask questions about ; How?Why?! in
what way? What does tht mean? In the sentences below, the controlling
ideas are underlined and the questions a reader could ask follow each wpic
SEnEnce:
1. Tt is very difficult o be glone in a foreign country,

why? In what way?
2. There are several funny superstitions in that couniry about death.

what are they?Why are they funny?

Rules for Writing a Topic Sentence:

However, some rules can be derived for writing a topic sentence, These

Miies ars:

* A topic sentence cannat be a simple statement of fact because there are no
controlling ideas that need development in @ fact. Examples of the facts
that are not topic Sentences:

1, You can buy this carpet at Al-Rasheed shopping centre.
2. We celebrate Teacher Day on March 1.

* Weaker topic sentences are often simple personal opinion: the controlling
idea in "I like" or "I think” is difficult to support. Examples of simple
statements of opinion that are weak (opic seniences:

1. I casn't help listening to that singer.
It is my opinion that he is brave.

* A successful topic sentence usualy containg an opinion that will be
proved or supporied in the paragraph, or a satment of intent that the
writer will explain in detail in the paragraph.

Examples of topic sentences that have an opinion or statement of intent:

1. Snakes make better pets than dogs or Cats.

2. Praying is good for the soul as well as for the body.
5



General Riding a bicycle is preferable
{tepic sentence) to drivinga car.

L. It is relatively inexpensive
a. To buy
b. To operate

2. It is healthier

More specific 1. More exercise

b. Less pollution

3. It 1s personally satisfying
. Enjoy the scenery
b. Beccome part of nature

(ieneral concluding sentence: In all but inclement weather, the
bicycle is a pleasurable means of ransportation. (Fajardo, 1996:221).

Resulting Paragraph:

Riding a bicycle is better than driving a car. First of all. a bicycle 15
relatively inexpensive to buy and to maintin. While a car may cost
millions of dinars to buy and thousands of dinars w0 maintin annuaily, a
good bicycle will cost only several thousands of dinars, and its annual
mainteniance cost 15 very small. Biking is also healthier; not only the biker
gets more physical exercise than the driver, but also bicycles are
nonpolluting. The consequence with a person with swong legs and a
strong heart whose bicycle helps keep the environment clean. Finally ,
oicycling 15 unlike driving, personally satisfying. Instead of being a robot
nside @ machine, the biker pedals along. enjoying the scenery, becoming a
part of nature. In all but inclement weather, the bicycle is a pleasurable
meitns of Tansporation.
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General Specific

Sports 1. Boxing
2. Volleball
3. Track and Field

World Travel | 1. My first Trip o London
2. On Tour in Rome
3, A Visit o Baghdad

Education | Higher Education in Irag
2. Arab Students in Irmqi Universites
3. Teaching Arabic to Foreign Students

(Wood, 1982:1701).

Paragraph unity and Completenss

A unified paragraph comprises only seatences that explain the general
statement made in the opic sentence. Any sentence that does not relate o
the main idea would not develop it. Students can determine whether or not
a paragraph is unified when they find the topic senience.

Furthermore, a well-writen paragraph is complete when the sentences
that follow the topic sentence explain the ideas stated in the topic sentence.
{Vivian and Jackson, 1983:164 ff and Razzak and Al-Hassan, 1969 1 81f).

The Point Paragraph:

A point paragraph invelves drawing a gketch or writing the main poinis
that will be mentioned in the paragraph. This involves the topic senience
and (4-8) sentences that will support the topic sentence These supporting
sentences will be more specific than the topic sentence: example:
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stimulate students to write freely on any topic and instill in them
knowledge and confidence for mastering various writing skills. In such a
technique, the teacher's continuous stimulation and encouragement assist
students to produce flow of ideas in the from of well-formed sentences
including some novelty ones.Evaluation of the thoughts written by
students is put off 6l the end of the BS session. (Pratt-Butler, 1973:46f).
This study analyzes and describes the requirements of BS as a teaching
technique of writing a paragraph. This means that students can write as
many thoughts as possible without worrying about grammar, spelling,
organization, quality of ideas, etc. Also, weak students will, then , have
something to work with instead of a blank page. (Raimes, 1983:69),

Pre-BS Period

In order of effectively put BS into real application 1o the teaching of
paragraph writing in English, it is essential to divide the teaching period
allotted in the syllabus into three periods: Pre-BS, BS and Post -BS , each
of which has its own pre-requisites. During the pre-BS period, EFL
college students should be exposed o careful teaching inthe following
writing skills: the distinction between general and specific ideas, the
construction of a wpic sentence, paragraph unity, the process of writing a
paragraph, methods of developing a paragraph, and techniques of support
{Gurrey, 1959:219),

General VS Specific

In the construction of a paragraph, one needs to master the difference
berween a general idea and a specific detail . By fucusing attention on 2
small part of a subject, one can namrow the sobject to a specific area or
topic. In the examples below, many specific topics can be derived from
one genetal subject ie. subjects are narmowed o topics, examples:

It
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INTRODUCTION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROELEM

Teaching paragraph writing is the first step towards imroving EFL
college students’ ability of mastering the writing skils. A paragraph is a
serics of well-formed sentences that develop an idea usually stated in a
general form in one sentence called the topic sentence, The rest of the
sentences in the pasragraph provides the reader with specific exlanations or
proof (evidence, suppart) of the general topic sentence.

However, EFL college srudents face difficultes in mastening the writing
skills for improving their level of writing a paragraph. This can partly be
arributed to the conventional teaching techniques that simyply involve:

1. A topic or a Gile given by the teacher,

7. Students’ reaction to writing on that topic, and

1, The teacher’s evaluation of what students have written.

It is belicved, in this paper, that such techniques have some gaps
represented by the absence of the permissive and stimulating atmosphere
while students are constructing thiir paragraph in class,

Accordingly. students taught through conventional technigues of
praragraph writing are interrupted and demotivated. Hence, it becomes
necessary to apply novelty techniques that help students to impaorve their
writing skills in the foreign language. (Early and Bolitho, 1981:311). One
of these techniques is brainstormng (henceforth BS), adopted here, Lo
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