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Source : El- Anabi . Hussain Ashoor: " Economic Developmenr Planning in
Iraq, An application ofthe D1'namic

Input-output Model" . Ph.D. Thesis. Unive$itv of Wales. U.K. . 1990. P. 188

Private Consumption Planning for the Iraqi Economl'Using the
Expenditure Elasticity Coetfi cients

Dr. Hussain A- El- Attabi
Agricultural Econ. Dept.
College of Agriculture
Universrt.v of Baghdad

Abstract
The aim of the studf is to estinate pri!ate consur'nption growrh

mtes by economic secrors rvithin the overall grori.th rate oftire
economv using thc. expenditure elasticitl coetficients rnd population
growth.

The sectoral growth rates olprivate consumption are requires to
tind projected private consumption as a pan offinal demand in
applying a proper economic planning rnodel. i.e. Input -Output
model. in order to maintain intemal consistencr'. ol'erail f'easibilitv
and sensible criteria tbr sectorcl planning to achieve the required
output and rhe other der elopment requirentents.

Moreover. this approach has been Lrsed to find qro\\1h rcles ot'
private consumption tbr the main commodities groups.
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xs= spline ( t'x;rs);

ys= spline (t;y;ts);

pause

7o Plot the interpolated curve

Figure (3)

Plot (xs.ys. ' c-'):

Fill(xs,ys,'b');

Hold on

Crid

Plot ( x,y, 'ko');

Figure(4)

Plot (x.y,'r-');

Fill(x.y,'g')

Hold on

Plot (x,y, 'ro');

Grid

Pause

Hold off
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The Regeneretion \I1''th in
D-v-lan Thomas' " -\ Winter's

Tale"
By

,Jameela Kheder .{l- Anar

.\bstrrcr

Drlan Llomas 1lt)5-:- 191-l) rer eeleci a preoccupation .iith the
:;binh cr r.; and the ::surrection :eme His " \\:inter's lJe " is
:rraioxicl.,. a tale oi ph1'sical ali spirituai regenralion rr::ch has
::en treate'i mlthicalll. The hero's :rvaliening from the win::: oi his
'' hos ling :esires ''to ;rre .rpring oi:nl srical lole is accomp:aied b1'

::ie au'ake:lins of Na::re tiom is rorcor . His s1'mbolic :ensual
:\pe:ienec ,.ith iire ' she - bird - ,rc:uires : spiritual .::::.insron
.:rlectinq l-.trn]a'i c..ritlc:]rion .': btritr bodv and soul .l'.is bird
:ioves ro :e rn alleqor:;al figure rr.::ch incarnates the genen:\e and
:storatite ;,-,11,sp sf lsr : in \lan anc in th: cosmos at iarge .

Tle te..::re ol' th: pocm is i:.:cnroven tom nvo co:-sting
.lreads to =rlect the ::radoxical reture ofthe hero's exl:::nce .

Ihe sork :oounds uii:: a series oi:ntitherical imases : oise:sualin'
:nd religior . ihe physici and the m*aphy sical . snow and ri= , etc ..

-:l or'lhr;.:.ue cornbr:ed in the irn:ge oithe she- bird rvho:. coth a
'. rrrrirfl li.r: deit1 . Tle present st';i\ irlces the succgssir e --:ges in
'.'.e levei-:neni ot :::age1 u;'.::ebr the gradual prc: jss of
:igenerali!-: :rkes place,

=Lit :.ar - ig+, -,- i +lY..\Li.-.-;



'' .{, Winter's Ta.ie '' is variation on an old Welsh t'eniiitr nty'th .

Dylan Thomas adapts the conventional rebinh cycle by adding tlo
other stages to its well - knorvn pattem . Hence. the ne*.11'adapted

cycle moves into tbur successive stages instead of two. It begins
with death , follorved bv a regeneration . followed bv another
temporal death . but only to end up with a permanent resurrection.
Significantty the l-rrsl regenerarion is terminated because it is a purell,
physical one. Whereas the second is permanent because it includes
the physical as rvell as the spinrual - This very patten is duoiicated in
terms of the rwo dominant images in rhe " Tale ." the poem moves
lrom snow to tire surrounded by snow. to that ofmerging fire and
snow , but only to end up with a melting snow.

The tale begins in winter. rvhich is <iuplicated by the uinter in the
hero's life . This dead in life man seeks io integrate his bernl througir
the gratification of his physical needs The paradoxical
indispensability of the fleshly and sensual experience tbr a sound
spirituai life is smbolized by the hero's reson to the" house ot'
prayers " to voice his" howling desires" Thus. Thomas iends a solt
of ascendancy to the physical aspect of man's being . The appearallce
of the mythical she-bird radiates the previousiy grim scene
endowing both the lonely hero and rhe dead Nature wirtr signs of a

new life The union between rhe man and tire bird brinss all rhe

living creatures to e second temporal death rvhich is tblloled b1 an

agonized . vet everlssling resurecrion.
By adopting a mythical basis tbr his poem. Thomas justities the

improbability of its incidents and manages ro achieve an rmmediate
accessibilitv to the reader's subconscious . He appeals ro man's
suppressed self by exploring and exposing rhe hero's naked desire.
Thomas seeks to casr iight on rhe reaim olthe unconscious. brinrrin-v
it to the conscious level . [n October 19i4. he had personallv stated
that

Whatever is hidden should be naked To be stripped ol
darkness is to be clean. to strip of darkness is to maiie clean .

Poetry . recording the stripping ofthe individual iiarkness.
must . inevitably , cast light upon rvhat has been hidden tbr

I . . \ lEJr i;;J -.Jiir )rrjr - ir.rl:l .r.,-r r-j i^,



too long and by" so doing. make clean the raked
exposuret').

The present tale records the hero's experience in terms ci the
narural elements. This implies a strong sense of analogr betreen
narure and man rvhich is established tiom the r,'erv beginning oithe
rvork . Thus , the tale is a symbolic joumey liom winter to sgring in
both Man and Nature.

In his essay " The Religious Poet , '' W.S. Menvin dei:res the
religious artist as the one who perceives in the universe

A force of love or creation rvhich rs more dir ine th* :ither
man or the world and a force of death or Jestruction .i::ich is
more terrible than man or the rvorld . Although his :.:imare
vision is the tragic one oi creation through sufTe::::3 . his
uitimate sense w'ill be ofjo1, . For in the act of love, tir: :entral
act of creation , he rvill see the tbrce oflove . in man:nd the
world . merge inextricably and mysteriously rvith the ;brce of
death . and yet from this union new creation ( is) bom:rrough
sut'tering.'t'.

Thomas has never approacireci reiigion as an orthodo\ Cl-..:.tian .

And taking iV{errvin's delinitron into considerarion . Ihe taie ran be

sat'ely viewed as an attempt at a religious rebinh too. lt is re verl
mergence oi " the force of love" with that " of death " which ::ads to
the resurrection of the hero . she- bird and Narure aI the er; olthe
poem . The religious aspect is reintbrced by the accumui::ron ol
religious images such as: '' star of faith pure as the dritiing br:::" and
'' the cup of the vales.'' reminiscent olthe Communion rite . -.s riell
as fie reterence to " the home oi prayers ." " The heare:."the
buming font" . " The tblds ol paradise". " the " lost beliele: 'rnd ''
the priests , " etc . These images are juxtaposed *ith sensu:l- :res io
re- empphasize the co- exislence oi both the metaph;-sicei :nd the
phl sical in man.

The tale is made of twenq'- six stanzas. the majonry of siich are
wrinen in mn- on lines signitying the contrnuiq bets:tn the
successive stages of the experience - . it is one complete rr:"rie . it
opens rvith an atmosphere of dearh; Nature is enshrouded bv ri: ri hite
snorv tbreboding a sinister note rvhich rs inrensitled bv lhe " stars

I . . \ Ugr i:-.,ij ,",.rir r.(lii- i!'-, .J -- i i3



falling cold - and the " far owl Warning among the tblds" ( I 1.7-8).'''
There is hardly any sign of vitality nor any rvarmth in the first nvo
$anzas.

From the heart of the " engulfing - snow. the aeonized hero
unroiled
The scrolls offire that bumed his hean and head.

Torn and alone in a farm house in a tbld.
Of fields . And buming then
In his ttelit island ringed by the rvinged snow
And rhe dung hills white as wool and the hen

Roors sleeping chill till the t-lame olrhe cock crou
Combs tluough the mantled yards and the momins men

Srumble out with their spades .

iti.i+-11)
significamly , the third stanze introduces the image of tire toeether

with that ol snow, but only to signify the dominance ofsnow at rhis

stage in the hero's life. The '' fire that bumed his hean and head " is a
retlecrion ol his untulfilled " buming desires .' This fire
paradoxicallf indicates the " snow" and " coldness" of hrs tiustration.
Even his frelit island " is surrounded and " ringed " by the " winged
snorv." Ironically the t-lame ofthe " cock crorv " rvhich a*akens the
tarm creatures into life .

Entrapped in his " nameless need . " The man l'eit r.he urge tbr
giving vent to his sr.rppressed sensuaiity . Thus. he knelt. r.r'ept and
prayed.

May his hunger go howiing on bare rvhite bones
Past the surues of the stable and rhe sk.v rooitd sties
And the duck pond glass and the blinding blres aione
lnto the home ol prayers.

r I I .ll-i6t
To face the truth of his being . this lonel.v man has ro rend rhe

" veil " which separates him from the " sky ". The veil slmbolizes his
spiritual para.lvsis which result tiom the obsession with his enimalistic
''naked need ". Besides , the " cloud of his snorv blind love " blurs
his insight . Thomas' emphasis on the hero's sexuai deprii arion is nor
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a mere Freudian influence . H. H. Kleinman suggests that the poet has

not used the Freudian theories as " a hydraulic device to dredge up

symbols trom his unconscious . Thomas' " images came tiom his
o*,n subsrance not from The Interpreatation of Drecms"'t'This
iuggestion has been verified bl the poet's statement that " Freud cast

iight on a little of the darkness he had exposed ... Poetry must drag
further into the clean nakedness of light more even ofthe hidden
causes than Freud could realise(i).

The intensit-v and acuteness of the hero's pain tbr his unfultilled
howling desires are incarnated in the wish to regress into the rr omb :

io " be curled caught/ [n the always desiring centre ofthe rvhite r
Inhuman cradle and the bride bed tbrever sought." ( I l. -17-19). The
,.vhiteness of the " Inhuman crarile " indicates his desperate yeaming

rbr the purity and protectiveness of the ,*'omb stage in his litb
Simultancously, he yearns tbr rhe sensuality of the " bride bed."
Ironicalll- . the only way out is to gratify the physical . ro reach the

netaphsical : to descend in order to ascend . Thus . the ho*ling cr1

:ings: " Deliver him ... / By losing him all in love . and casl his need '

-\lone and naked in the enguiting bride ." 1 I l. 5l- 5i) . The poet
inroduces the idea ofthe bride . rr.ith no del-inite identity .

The image of the '' bride ' is a transparent one suggestive ofa
metaphysical creature which surpasses " time ['s] dying t)esh."

The hero's w'inter's tale is sung by the minstrels in " the depaned
',illages ." " the nightingale " and the " dust in the buried rvood" as

well as " the voice of the dust of rvater tiom the withered spnng. '

These singers trnd an echo of their own yearning for reseneration in
:he man's . Paradoxically . this song has a positive eltecr or er the
lhole atmosphere Nature is auakened tiom its sieep and the
creviousll- silent " Time (,) sings through the intrrcateil' dead snou
drop (norv| " (1.65) . The bright images ofreawakening prepare the

scene for the she - bird whose appearance revitalizes the mummilled
iit-e . For " there outside on The bread ofthe ground i A she bird rose
:nd like a buming bride . / Ashe bird darvned and her breast w'ith
snow and scarlet dormed ." ( i 1. 68-70). The Complexitl, ol imagerl,

t . . t -:' il.* ,rr+r rJ, -;\..r - -i' ii i3



is an essential part of Dylan Thomas' poetic technique . He has

personally mentioned that
It consciously is not my method to move concentricallv
round a central image ... A poem by myself needs a host ol'
images . . .1 lel perhaps, an image be" made ' emotionally in
me then apply- to it what intellectual and critical tbrces
Ipossess - let ir breed another. let that image contradict the
first. make , our ofthe third image born out of the other nvo
together, a tbunh contradictory image . and let rhem all
within my imposed tbrmal limits . contlict .. . my dialectical
method, as I understand it , is a constant building up and
breaking dou'n oi the images(t').

Thus he starts with rhe image ol sno$' indicaring a ph1'sical and
spiritual winter. moves ro that of tlre ' rinued bl snorr' . 

' or.rlr to ,.live

it another rurn by mergrng the two images oi snow and tlre : bird and
bride in the she- bird The snow turns now to a sl"mbol of purit_"-

rather than coldness because it is associated with the bird - a deitl. in
the welsh rebirth. W.S. Merwin states that " In Wales until the
Christian era. and among parts oithe population lbr a lonq time atter-
wards . the oresiding dein rvas a goddess: rhe mid-- rvinter rite rras in
her praise; she was ohen presented as a bird.( "" This lends a nerl
aspect and an extra dimension to the bird which turns into a 'mrsrical

bride.'' She endows the unverse with harmony : in her rise " rhe

dancers move/ On the departed snow bushed green. rvanron ir.r

moolight / As a dust oi pigeons " ( 11.71-73) The talling stars are
replaced by the planted stars and " the dead oak walks for love."(1.75)
Namre responds to the generative power which is incamated in the
nervlv awakened bird . \\'illiam T. lvlovnihan comments that - all the
tallen world rejoices in rnan's pursuit of tire ideal' tbr in tlre pral-ers

and the bird rvho came in an ansrver to the pra\er . nature sees its
redemption . "(E).

The rise of the bird lrom the skoud of winter is presented in
terms of a wild awakenurg reminiscent of resurrection . The lines
read:

And the wild wings raised
Above her tbided head . and the soit t'eathered voice
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.{nd the wild wings raised

Above her tblded head . and the son t-eathered voice
Was t1r'ing through the house rs though the she bird

praised
.{nd ail the elemenrs ofthe slow tail rejoiced
That a man knelt alone in the cup of the vales.

(ll.8l-85).

fhe concentration on the " rvings -'and - r'oice - - nvo different
rnegns tbr communication - empirasizes the bird's abilitl of breaking
the siege trf isolation and silence in th:ch the man has been

enrnoped Her soh t'eathered voice off-ers r '' sky of birds " to the

.rgr.nized man *hich suggests the sense of lieedom she creates inside
hir':r . Besides rhis very plumed voice suggests the possibility fbr a
positire communication The scene prepares the audience tbr a

coming rebirth tbr even the Ionely hero who knelt - in the cup of the
lales "- symbolizing his regression to the \\omb - is waiting for his
rebirh I{e fbllorvs like " a scarecrow oisnow" trom one place to
rnoiler chasing the she- bird who turns to an incamation ofall he

Jesires including an antithetical vision ofliri and death. In her. he

seer his own salvation.
The sk1 . dre bird . the bnde .

The cloud . the need . the planted stars . the joy be)-ond

The llelds of sced and the tinre dying l'iesh astride .

The heavens . the hearen. tlre grale. the buming tbnt.
(l1.r0l- 104)

Signilicantly . the highlv desired union benveen the man and the
she- oird causes his death rs rvell as that .'i the neslr' resurrected
sprir* Death takes place ls a necessarJ' stage in the hero's
pilginrage because he was not till)' prepued tbraunion *ith a

codiess. nol rvas he able to comprehend fie intensitl' ofsuchan
exDerience Insread of ascending to the level ofa deit-v . 'the bird
ciescnded' to him .

The final stage in the erperience reveals thar the '' descent " of
both rhe man and the bride bird is no more than a temporal one .

.lacoo Korg vieus " The immersion and annihiiation in'the bride bed
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of love'as a prologue to a new life. -(erThe conciuding scene in the

poem is characterized by its sensual imagery uhrch is partlr
tempered and modified by placing the physical experie::ce in the tblds
ofparadise. " The lines read:

... and he was hymned and wedded .

.{,nd through the thighs of the enguiling bride.
The w'oman breasted and heaven headed

Brid , he was brought lorv.
Buming in the bricie bed of love in the whirl-
Pool at the wantinq centre . in tire tblds
Of paradise , in the spun bud ola rvorld.
.{-nd she rose with him flowering in her melting snow.

ill.l23-10)
Dylan Thomas resorts to obscure terms in the descnption olthis

tlnal scene. Karl Shapiro refuses the implication iher Thomas "
obscuritl is an influence olthe Symbolist tradition :r.:uing ihat the

Symbolist poets aim at puriting the ciiaiect of the ::rbe. ' \\:hile
Thomas " did everlthing in his power io obscure it. '10'Yet. he

suggests an interesting reason. attriburing obscuritl :o Cre " process
of mixtrg the imagery of the subconscious sirh biolosical
imagerv.'lll)In fact , the nature of this allegorical esoerience soes
beyond the biological level and transcends the conscirrus reaim . The
she - bird metamorphoses to " The rvoman breasteci:ad the hearen
headed bird.'' Whereas the man rises out of his orrr ashes aher "

Burning in the bride bed of love .'' Burning and ::re achieve a

purif_ving effect now. Thus the she-bird " rose rvith liin tlouerinll rn

her melting snow." Signiticantly. the poem begins *ir: an ensuifins
snow and ends with its melting . Such a melting snor veritles the
gradual. 1'et inevitable triumph ofthe rebirth rite .
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Notes

l - As quoted b"v Marshall w. Steams ' Unsex the

Skeleton . " in Dylan Thomas : The legend and the poet ed . E. W.

Tedlock t London : Mercury Books. l96i), P 1i9.
2- W.S. lllenvin . 'Reiigious Poet ." in Dr ian Thomas :

The Legend and the poet. pp. 136-37.
i- All subsequent quotation tiom '- A Winter's Tale " rvill

be taken lrom A pocket Book oi Modern Verse ed Oscar
Williams ( Washington : Washington square press . i953 ).

-l- H.H. Kleinman' The Religions Sonners of Dylan
Thomas ( Califomia : University of Calitbmia press . I 963). p.3.

i- As quoted bl lvlarshall W. steams . p.l 19.

6- .\s quoted bl john Ba.v"le1' . D1'lan Thomas . " in Dvlan
Thomas :A Collection of Critical Essays ed C. B. Cox
( Engle*ood Cliffs, N.J. Prentice Hall ,lnc . 1957 ). p. 154 .

7- Merwin . p233.

8- William T. Moynihan " Dvlan Thomas and the
Biblicai Rhlthm. " P\,{LA . LXXIX. No 5 ( December 1964).
P.6+-+.

9- Jacob Korg . Dylan Thomas ( Ner.v York : Twavne
Publishers . Inc.. 1965). P. I-15.

I0- Kari shapiro . " Dylan Thomas . " in Dr l:in Thomas :

The Legend and the poet . p. 276.
l1- Shapiro . p.176.
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Thvris " : Permanence VS Change
B1-

Nadia Ali
Yil .,- lle ,

Too rare . too rare k gro* norv my visits herel

llid city noise . not. as rvith thee of 1ore.....
\! hy tainrest thou 'l I t ondered till I died.

Roam on I The light rve sousht is shining stril.
Dost thou ask proof ) Our tree yet cro*ns the hill
Our Scliolar travels vet the loved hill sicie .

(1i.13 l-l.li7-+0)

Y . , \ :J.ijr ;:-J "-.;r jrir - iu+' o..(t i5 ii.c

In the 19.10's at Oxlbrd . clough had been one of Amold's
::osest liinds A serious and most brilliant member of aprirate
..:i:'ating societv cailed the ' Decade " or as fmold called it the "
i-:ule interior company"t' Livell' minds forged at Thomas Amold's
.iuebv School proceeded to speculate on moral questions resulted in
,.hirl of opinions and perplexities.' t ) It rvas a trme of intellectual
.:lakening.

.,\tter his deatlr in Florence. 1861 .Ilatheu Arnold had to lait
.:ie rears to \\rite'- fhyrsis " l36l- 1866 . During this trme . .\rnoid
.,..rs uradually preparing himseif to enter inro rhe events olthe poem
,,bviouslv this makes Arnold's spiritual death and rebinh the
. r:asion ofthe elegy . more than clough's death uhich he considers
.::cth ofopening life " The bloom is gone. and *ith the bioom go I"
..60).

In an attempt to reco\er the countless rambies rvhich the
.rrlbrd Group used to make ..A.mold revisited the Thames Vailev .



The familiar scenes prompted him to review the changes
rwought by time on the ideals shared in past days.

The contest between pelmanence and change is developed as

the post traverse the place : it is at once the same and 1'et different
"How changed is here each spot man malies of Fills!... nothing keeps
the same ." In another place . he seriousiy asks " Are re too changed
ye hells?/ See , its no foot of unfamiliar men."

Unlike the Romantics Arnold sees Nature alive rvithout the

light issues rrom man's soul.
This winter eve is warm,
Humrd the air ! Leatless . you sot as spring.

And rhat sweet city with her dreaming spires ,
She needs not June tbr bear"rty's heightening.
Lovely all times she lies . lovell' tonight !.

The ree is the central figure in ' Thyrsis " lt is a symbol of'
vitality and youthful ideals :

That single elm tree bright
. Against the west - I miss it ! It is gonel)

We prized it dearly ' while it stood . we said.
Ow liiend , the Gypsy scholar . rvas not dead:
While the tree lived . he in these tlelds lived on .

( r r .26-30)

It makes the distinction between t",,'o worlds : the " world of
being '' and the '' world of becoming."('r
Into you farther field ! - Its done: and see.

Backed by the Sunset , which dorh glorify
The change and pale violent evening sky'

t I l. 157- 59)
The eim tree signifies the setting of the present doubts and

shifting cares " Pale violet evening " and the rising ol a nerv world .

a bright sun of morning " orange ."

( I l r6-7.1 9-21 )
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Throughour the elegy Amold largely exploits a nostalgia tbr a

happy lururious past which he recovers in the fields . This place is
ihe medium by which the poet become conscious of himself because

it rvas formerll associated with the self 'j'. He is conscious no''r olthe
jegree oitardrrulness to the ideais.

Now seldom come I . since I came with him.

But once I know each l-ield each tlorver. each stick.

Ah mel This many a year

My pipe is lost my shepherd's holidal' I

Needs must I lose them . needs with heavy hean .

lne the *orld and wave olmen depan :

( I l. li. il. l6-e)
This includes Thyrsis ( clough is rel'erred to by the traditional

name for a shepherd poet ) as well . but the case is different . He
prefened going away by his own free will. His sensitive temperament
could not rvithstand the spiritual . social and intellectual chaos around
him .

But Thvrsis of his own will rvent a rvav .

Some lit'e of me unblesr
He kaerv. which made him droop, and filled his head

He uenl: his piping took a troubled sound
Of storms that rage ouiside our happl ground:
He couici not wait their passing . he is dead.

Hence .\mold made the subject oi the eleul'. in so t'ar es rr is
about Clough. is his going away and abandoning the ideais.

Clough had a reslless desire tbr social beterment . He rvas

engaged in religious controversies at Oxtbrd which acmalll- dropped
him at a lorver academic level . The notion olchanee which tllled his
head its root in Rugby' - Chapei School . Leonel Trilling describes
ihe situation rs tbllows :

(ll-+0-r.+6-50)
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The young men overestimated their power to change the

' world ... Thomas Amold was crying his pupils on onto lif'e

.. He spoke to them of the poor and the oppressed. ofsocial
justice and the future of nations'6'.

The crying for change is common in Amold and clough . It is
represented in the '' happy quest " ( I.213) rvhich both seek:

A fugitive and gracious light he seeks.

Shy to illumine ; and I seek it roo.
(11.201-l)

For clough . it is done by thro,'vine himself in the tinle stream
with " a tlanering crew" ( l. 204) . But.+.motd , who sees the tault
with himself rather than with the time. passiveli.seeks relief and

peace : he concentrates on the deep self . purifies it . cultivates
rvhatever good qualities he possesses and repudiates bad ones ,

Tis not in the rvorld's market bought and sold
but the smooth - slipping weeks
drop by, and leave its seeker still untired I

out olthe heed of monals he is gone

he ivends unfollorved . he must house alone:
vet on he t'ares , by his own heart inspired .

(1i.205-t0)>.

T.S. Eliot comments on such tendency to detachment . saying:
Amold barely looks ahead to the new stage of
experience; and though he speaks ro us ofdiscipline. it
is ... not the discipline of suffering.Arnold represents
aperiod of stasis ..[he]
neither a reactionary nor a revolutionary. ..'"

In a letter to Clough, Arnold gives his analysis of the danger of
understanding societv through action :

You ask me ... in what I think or have thought you going
wrong : in this : you ... could never finally . as it seemed

resoive to be thyself.. but rvere looking tbr this orthat
experience ...because it might possibly be nearer the Iruth
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than your o$lr... you have I am convinced lost intinite time
in this way : it is what I call your morbid consciousness.. ''

Such way , Amold inists , gave clough " nothing " ( I.213) rather"
procured .. trouble '' ( 1.215) and tinall-'- "conquered " him ( 1.80t
and " gave ... Ihim]rest''( I.215) . Action tbr him is " the perilous
grain " (1.I82) {'o'orthe " sickness"r'of commercial and industriai
ciasses The poet he believes should not expect aclion to sive
sufficient answer to his doubts though it mal quiet them"r'

Accordingly Amold sees rhe past as rhe dynamic source ofthe
tuture . k is the " authentic " power that destrovs the " inauthenric '

present. (ri) . Hence . he mourns in Thy-rsis . more than Cloygh . the

Doet. Which is tbr him permanent in its ideals . symbolized by- the
distant elm . Oxford hunters and the stor] oi the Scholar Cipsr :

.{mold faces toward future through his penchant lbr elegy . "'' He is
acrually wandering between tw'o worlds one dead , $e other
porverless to be bom.''')

Since Amold iinds the present ideals inadequate. he has to
keep his faith in the past and future strons ro do rhe present work of
rejection . He rells Thyrsis rhat the past is the cure oi strength .

Here was thine height ofstrength. th1'golden prime.
And still the haunt beloved a virtue lields.

( il .11 9-20)
aeainst the present wherein

the music ol thy rustic flute
Kept not tbr long its happy . countrv rone:

Lost it too soon . and leamt a stormy note.

Of men contention - tossed . of men rr ho groan
It lalled . and thou rvasr murel
Yet hadst thou alwavs visions oi-our ligirt.
And long r.vith men of care thou coulds not sar'.

And soon thy foot resumed its wandering wa1 .

Left human haunt. and on alone till nieht.
(l r.221- l0)

t , , 1 digr LJ _r!>r ).r;r - is+r .r,.,(r .Lj.:



Whereas the future tbr him is represnted by the signai elm tree . It is
the goal, something to be reached which Amold is porverless to do at

the present .

i cannot reach the signal - tree to night,
Yes happy omen , hail

(ll.l65-6)
Tt operates from afar . The quest is its essence and not the

achievement of it .Both poets wonder and seek to reach it'-'kno*
him a wanderer still ; then wh."- not me ? " ( L200) Amold insists on
going on despite difficr.rlties and Clough by his death leaps ahead to
his goal whose light is still shining and the darvn ola new world is

servely to come .

Roses that down the alleys shine athr.
And open , jasmine - mutfled lattices .

And groups under the dreaming garden tree
And the full moon . and the white eveninss .

( r 1.67-70)
To sum up , Arnold obviousiy uses the eiegy-as a means of

change rather than pernanence . Positovel.v" he looks tbr irture rather
than lamenting the past . Future for him is built on rhe tresure ofthe
old. Change is seen through the cycle which stans rrith the crearion
of old ideals . than the gradual decay olthe present ud finally a nerr
creation of future.
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Notes
l- All line references to Amold's poems are taken tiom poetical

Workes of Ma$herv Amold . eds . C.B. Tinker and H.F. Lowry
( London: oxford Universitv press 1969).

1- See the leners of Manhew .{mold to Arhur Hugh ciough
(London: Oxfored University press. 1957) . p.176.

3- The Sociery includes also Thomas . Amold's brother .

fheodore Walrond Stanley and Jowen.
4- A.Roper . " Thyrsis ." in Critice on - llauherv Amold :

Readings in Litera4' criticisn ed.. Jacquetine E. \1. Lrthom ( London
: George Allan and Unrvin Ltd. 1973) . p.70.

5- See A. Dwieht culler Imaginative reason : The poetrv of
\lattherv Amold ( Nerv Haven and London : Yale Lniversitl'press.
1967). p-2s5.

6- Lionel Trilling. '' His Father and His Engiend . " in Mattheri
.{mold ( London : George Allen and Unwin Ltd . 1955t. p.65.

r'- the concenradon on the deep self is a recurent theme in in
Amold's poetry . In " Empedodes on Etna ." he sats " To our own
oniy true . deep buried selves Being one with rvhich \!'e are are one
with rvhich we arc one with the w'hole world " ( I l. -17 l -l) : in' The
Youth of Man .: .\rnold says " Sink.. in thy siull .. L Raill'the good
in in the depth ofthyself" (l 1. 1 l6-8) .

8- 8-T.S.Eliot. ed. David J. Delarvs ( New hersv : Prentice - hail
Inc.. Englewood Cliff s 1973), P.15.

9- 9-Letters, p.130.
10- 10-To shorv the danger of taking actuion..Lrnoid ref'ers to

the my,thologucal srory of Daphnis , the ideal Sicrlian shepherd o1'

Greek pastoral poctry' . In an attempt to rescue his mistress piplea .

rvho had been carried offby robbers. he had to tbilorl her to phrygia
tvhere he tbund her in the hands ofkinc Iiterses . Linerses rvho Lrsed

to matr(e strangers trv a contest in reaping corn 'the periious grain . '

and to put them to death if he overcame them.
I I - I 1- Letters .P. 95.
l2- I2-See Iionei Trilling.'- The Vlaking of\lrrhs. 'in Manherr

Amold. p.101.
t3- l3-J. Hillis Miller, " Manherv Amold ." in ![anhe*'.A,moid :

A Collection of Critical Essays . P.3 5.
1-t- l-+- Ibid ., pp.-+0.-12.
l5- L5- See Amold's "Stanzas tiom Grande Chartreuse."lL85-6.
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Age and Rate of Acquisition
Nailla Sabri

Introduction

One of the most frequent variables considered intluencing second

language acquisition (SLA) and second language leaming has been
the age issue. Discussions ofthe inlluence ofage on SL perlbrmance
have progressed since the notion of the " critical period " . which
stales that leaming a SL is much more difficult tiom the age ol
ptuberry.

The belief those children are better at language acquisition than
adults are supported by scientific evidence. It is also believed that
chiidren who are acquiring second ianguages in nalural
environments sound like native speakers than adults do. Adults may
eppear to make greater progress initially. but children nearly always
supass them.

The tuming point in language acquisition abilitl- seems to occur
at about puberty. Children under ten who experience enouch natural
communication in the target language nearlv always succeed in
artaining native-like prol'iciency, r'vhile those over tifteen rarely do
although they often come very ciose.

This paper answers many questions that are related Io the issue
of age and its influence. ifthere is an-v. on the process of acquiring a
language. Some of these questions are :

1-ls there any intluence oi age on rhe process olacqurringa
Ianguage?

2-Do children acquiring their tlrst language and adults learning a

second language follow the same developmental stages (i.e.. acquire
the language in the same way ?
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Disparitv betrveen child-adult performance
The principal focus oi the studies on the roie ol age in SL

leaming has been the rate olacquisition and ultimate success. Such
sodies have yielded some evidence on manner of acquisirion:
therefore a discussion of the " critical period " hvpothesrs is
provided to know its role in language acquisition. Mclaughlin
(1978:48) defines the nodon of the critical period stating that it is
The period which begins trom age two to puberty. Anv child beibre
age fwo can not tbrm a sentence. i.e.. language acquisirron :s

impossible because of maturational liclors but afier that period
language acquisition is possible.

- ofter puberty the noturul ucquisition of longuage is blotketl bt' t
loss of " cerebral plt$ticitr' " resulting front the completion of rhe

tlevelopment cerebrnl dominance of lruen izntion of the lungutge

function.
In addition to this biological argument . children's ability ro

acquire a language quickiy and efficiently without an accent is
regarded as a support tbr the critical period notion. Some
psychologists provide evidence that children find it easy to acquire
ianguage betbre the age ofnine but alter that language leaming is

difficult because the brain of the child is plastic rvhile that ofan
aduit is rigid, i.e., the brain has a plasticit_," in childhood. This helps
children leam language easily because rheir brains are capable oi
receiving plenty of comprehensible inpur but an adult can not leam
a language as a chiid does because the adult learns through
structures that have losi their flexibiliry as a result he laces
dilficulty in iearning ( N'lclauuhlin : ibid).

On the other hand . fuashen ( 198 i ) states thar pubert) is ar
imponant ruming point in ianguage acquisition but rhere is no cler
relationship between the development of cerebral dominance and
language acquisition. In this regard. Klashen ( Ibid : 76) suggests

- 
lhat cettflin congitive and effective chunges taking place around

pubeny, possibly connected to lhe onset of the stoge of formol
operntions, an eyerfl which generolly occurs ut oround age 12, nru.t'

have the effect of boosting language letrning potentittl. tvhile limiting or
weakening the language acquisition porentinl. This cltttnge mu.t, be

responsible for obsene child-aduU diffete nces in lang uage acq uisition-
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With special attention to rhe " critical period " hypothesis.
Neufled (1979) examined the problem of foreign or second

language ability in adults. He suggests that the lbllowing are the

overall implications of the " criticai period - hlpothesis:
l. Most adult language leamers are unable to acquire

accent- free speeh in a SL because of biological reasons .

2. Adults who have artained native - like proticiency
have somehow retained the lansuase learning cerebral

coniguration ofthe child .

Neufled ( Ibid) concluded:
1.That there are no intrinsic diferences betrveen t-rrsr and second

language Ieaming ability.
2.That languaee learning :bilirf is an innate rather than an

acqurred trait.
i.That this ability does nor vaq' signilicantl.v from individual to

individual or culture to culture.
4.That this abiliry does not decrease with age.

5.That the disparity between child and adult performance can be

explained by social and psychoiogical factors.

Along the same lines. Krashen ( l98l ) claims that there rs

considerable evidence todal rhat implies that much of the
development of cerebral dominance may be complete much earlier
and may have iittle or nothing to do rvith the critical period
hypothesis.

In fact, the critical period hlpothesis is problematic since it
divides those specialized in srudl ing language learning into trvo
groups : those rvho accept this notion. i.e.. thev tbund out throush
their experimental studies that there are quaiitative dilferences
betlveen first language acquisition and SLA. The authors of such
studies believe thar the leamers are biologicaily programmed to
acquire language before puberq and thar only children are provided
rvith optional grammatical coding. thereibre the languge acquisition
device ofthe child is superior ro rhat ofan adult.

Accordingiy. Mclaughlin ( 1978:60) commenls.
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The child processes language in terms of a programmed

linugisric coding abilit.v; the adult processes language in terms ofa
general coding ability.

On the opposite side. there is a group ofauthors who proved that
language acquisition in both childhood and adulthood are alike. (

See Ravem. 1978). The data on age dilferences can also be

explained with reierence to the " lnput Hl pothesis " and the "
.\tfectir e Filter Hl pothesis ". Krashen ( 1 985 ) argr:ed that it is

because ol the comprehensible input rvhich older acquires obtain.
they progress more quickly in the early stages of leaming . On the

other hand. younger leamers do bener in the long run because oi
their lorver atlective fiiter.

One piece ofresearch that needs to be mentioned here is thar on

Ervin-trip (1974) wiro investigated the SL progress ofchildren aged

between tbur and nine lears leaming French in Srvitzeriand. When
.uraiyzing her data . she tbund the tbilowing similanties between
SLA and FLA:

1 . Leaming is achieved when the material they are

Iearning is predictable and when its meaning is apparent.

2. The leamer alway s pref'ers a principle r.vhrch is of
one meaning and one form.

l. In cornprehension rules. the learner uses those
t'eatures of senterrces that survive in shon-term memorl best.

In this study, Ervin-Trip proved rhat older children acquired the
langr-rage faster than I'ounger children. Funher evidence tbr older
children or adult's taster rate of grammaticai leaming is seen in a
studl' carried out b)' Snow and Hoefhaqie-Hohle 11978) who found
that considerable inrorovement occurred in all specrs of knor.vledee
ol' Dutch lbr subjects of all ages. This improvement occurred at

dittbrent rateg fbr dilferent aspects and ditterent age groups. ln
addition. older leamers seemed to have an advanlage over vounger
leamers in acquiring the target language.

It is worth mentioning that providing a simplitied input does not
ahvavs mean providing a comprehensrble input. In a study bv
Searcella and Higa (1981) compared child and adolescent SL
leamers in a task that required interaction rrith a native speaker.
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They noted that rvhile the language directed et the 1'ounger leamers

*as simpler, the older leamers were more adept at conversatronal

management. i.e., they were befier at ciariff ing many things to their
conversational partners. e.g.. they were better at keeping rhe

conversation going on, at indicating to the native speaker rvhether

they urderstood what was said, and they were better at changing the

topic ofthe conversation. This suggests that older learners are l'aster

in the early stages of language leaming because of the

comprehensible input they obtain via bener conversationai
nanagement even though the input directed at them appears to be

nore complex.
Similarly. Krashen (1985) argued thar ihere are severai rvays

enabling older acquires to obtain more comprehensible input. The
input the leamers hear and read is more comprehensible because of
iheir great experience and knowledge of everything going on

around them. This means that thel- cer participate in any
conversation eariier than younger leamers and by- rhis they mal lail
back on Ll syntactic rules rvhich are suopiemented rvith L2
r-ocabulary and repaired by the Moniror. Krashen ( lbid: ll)
conments on the strategy oftalling back on L I by SL leamers :

This strategy away of outpertbrming one's competence has

serious drawbacks, but it does allorv early production. eariy
participarion in conversation . and more input.

To retum to SLA. a major contriburion to product-oriented
research in this area is the morpheme studies te.g.. Dulav and Burt.
1974 ; Plann. 1977: etc..). These studies *ere inspired by research
in the first language acquisition area done b1'Roger Brorvn in the
early seventies. Two kinds of comparison using the results oi such
studies may be informative on the age issue by comparing the
acquisition order derived from second language morpheme studies.

One of these studies is that conducted bv \{ace-Matluck (1979)
investigating the order of acquisition of ten morphemes b1' Spanrsh
speaking children rvas done with that obsened tbr FLA and that of
SLA. Findings of the studv show a low der:ree o I correspondence
benveen the rank order obtained tbr English native speakers and

ihose SL learners brrt a high degree of correspondence was observed
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amonq the rank orders obtained tbr the group of SL leamers. The
results of this study were similar ro those of Dulay and Burt ( I 974),
i.e., both sardies concluded that there are differences in the order of
acquisidon between the nvo groups of learners.

To explain their tindings. thef invoked age perse cognirive
developmental considerations and they took into consideration the
l'act that SL learners have already experienced the leaming of
another language. .{ll of these tall into a broad detlnition of
maturation, and so we can see an evidence ola maturation-related
change in how the language acquisition process operares. ln this
regard. Mace-Matluck ( Ibid :79) states :

For second ianguage learners . who are older and lunher
along in their cognitive deveiopment and have already
acquired highly comlex strucrures in their natire languages

, other t'actors apparendl' become major determinants of
the L2 order - The L2 ranl< order ol ten morphemes
obtnined for the children in this study - did not conclate
significantly with Ll rank orcier alotained by Brorvn . nor
did age attect the rani( ordering ofthe morpheme within
home - language background groups.

The other comparative use of morpheme study results rvhich
bears on the age issue is that rvhich compares results from SL
leamers of different ages . Baiil' et al . ( 1974) investisated tire
morpheme order oI acquisition b1' adult SL Iearners ofditferent
levels of English SL proficiencl . They lound thal neither the
Ieamers' Ll backgrounds nor the type of exposure to the target
language iniluenced iheir production . i.e. the order oiacquisition ol
The morphemes among the leamers was the same Thel' also

observ'ed that adult orders were very similar to rhese reponed by
Dulay and Burt (1974) and that aduit processed linguistrc data in a
similar way to children.

One obvious interpretation of these resuits is thal the age

differences between adults and children is oilinle signiticance as

far as the SLA process is concemeci .
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These resuits provide strong evidence that the onset

of puberty does not bring about an abrupt modiiication
in the process of language leaming but that the adult
uses basically the same strategies as lhe child. in spite
of a great deal of more experience with language.

( Mclaughlin . 1978:70)

On the other hand . one needs ro be aware olthe criticisms that
have been made of morpheme studies Wode et al ( 1978: 176)

criticize such studies stating :

-- the morpheme order approach misses * hat makes
language acquisition anractive tbr and subject to

developmental inlestigations namely , to discoler horv
language is processed by the child tbr the purpose of
acquisition . This processing is reflected in the way that
children decompose complex structural pattems and then
rebuild them step by step until they finally reach target -
Iike mastery . Theretbre. pre- Iarget iike regularities must
be regarded as an essential part ol the total process of
acquiring a language.

Wode ( 1976) considers this strategy an imponant held tactor
for aduit Ianguage leamers but not tbr children and that is one of
the signs ofthe differences between chiid and adult Ieamers.

Another way proves that older acquirers obtain nrore
comprehensible input is that by using their superior skills in
conversalional management . Older acquirers can regulate the inpur
by encouraging more language tiom the conversational panners
and by giving an indication thar they have nor undersrood. By'

doing this they succeed at keeping conversation going on
( Krashen , 1985) .

In addition , the strength ofthe affective i'iiter can be the cause
of the differences between child - adult leamers . Krashen (1981)
hypothesized thar at around pubenl" . the alfecrive filter ofrhe
Ieamer strengthens The filter exisrs tbr the child second lanquase
leamer but in natural infomal language acquisition it is rareiy hieh
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enouqh to prevent - Iike levels olSL attainment and it rarely eoes

lorv enough to allow native- like attainment.
Mclaughin ( 1978:61) rexplains the reason behind the ditl'erences

benveen FLA and SLA:
One reason given for the qualitative dilferences

berween second language language leaming in adults
and first language acquisition is that structurai
changes result tiom first language acquisition.lfa
new language is learned in adulthood. it must be

tiltered through the leaming acquisition system of
the individual and modified by the tirst language.
The older the individual is . the more the rules and

habits of the first language inrert-ere sith learning a
second language once people are in their teens .

they can no longer leam a language as they acquired
their first language .

This means that interference between ianguages plays a crucial
role in the process of learning an L3 and that rvhen any indir.idual
reaches a cenain age he won't be able ro rcquire the SL as he

acquired his native ianguage .

We will tum to another issue rhat is relared to the oncept of
"Universal Grammar" which was studied by many authors to
obsen'e its intluence on the process of acquirin-e a language . Many
studies have dealt with this concepr in relarion to adult language
leaming e.g. Bely - vorman et al (1988) investigated whether UG is
accessible to aduits ( ages from ll to l8). iiedult acquirers have
consistent access to intuitions of grammaticaiiq' increases uhere the
relevant constraints are underedetermrned by- *re native language.
this suggests that UG continues to function in adult acquisition .

Analysis of the results and comparison r.vith native speaker results
suggest a complex pictue of the function oiUG in adult ianguage
a cquisition , a clear UG effects rvere tbund . in eddition. thev tbund
that rhere was no correlation between perlormurce on their test and

any'thrng else that they gathered information on Thel called
attention to the tlcr that neither age . nor lengrth of residence . nor
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age olarrival in the LiSA. nor years of formai English ianguage has

evident relationship to test score . The typical responses of the non

- native spealiers ofEnglish resemble those ofthe natil'e speakers .

.\ccordingly , Bely - Vorman et al ( 1988: 27 ) argues:.

-- adults appear to have some sorl ofaccess to
knowledge of UG . and this knowledge is used in

the development of foreign language competence'-
- One possibiiiry is that UG does operate in adult
language acquisition. but in some attenuated tbrm .

.{ second possibility is that a ditferent cognitire
s]-slem - a general problem solving slstem-
competes with the language acquisition sysrem .

Another srudy thar needs lnentioning in this section is that
canied out by tlynn and Espinal (1985) who investigated the role of
the head - initial / head final parameter in adult SL.\ ofEnglish .

Sixry chinese speaking adults were tested in their elicited
production of compiex sentences rvirich involved pre- and
postposeci adverbial subordinate clauses . Results obtained in this
study match lhose reponed carlier tbr Japanese speakers Ieamint
English . Results of the elicited imitation tests \\'itll these two
groups of language leamers revealed two important lindings . First .

results lbr the Spanish speakers ( L1=L2) march those ofyoung
children leaming English as their native language . Second . results
tbr the Japanese ( L1= L2) did not match those ofSpanish leamers
of English or English Ll learners. The authors of this study.
attdbuted the results to a framework that specilies drat principles of
UG determine L I acquisition and 12 acquisition When these
principles involve parameters, L2 learners can deduce the l1 r,alues .

If Ll and L2 do not match in parametric values. L2 leamers are able
to celebrate these parameters to cohere with the values for the L2
grammar. White ( 1985:3) comments about the funcrion olUG in
adult SL leamers :.

If interlanguage (lL) urammars are narural
languages as rnanv have argued - . then it rs

possible that the range oi oprions available to rire
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second language leamer is consrrained by UG in a
similar fashion to what happens in L I acquisition.

Another quesdon reiated to the age issue should be answered.
Do different age groups of second language ieamers respond
differently to different language leaming situations ')

In facr , there are many studies that shorved no relationship
berween instruction and language leamrng e.g.. Felix (1981)
investigated the etfect of formal insrructin oltl.rirtf ibur German
high school srudents leaming English as a second language under
classroom conditions He fbund ihat the student's utlerances
showed many structural t'eatures rvhich are aiso known to
charactrize Ll and naturalistic SLA. It thus appears thar tbrmal
instruction cannot eliminate or supprese those processes which
constitute man's narural ability to acquire languages .. Along the
same lines , Day ( 1979) reached the same conclusion wiren
examiming the English of Ninety - eight children whose tirst
language is Hawii Creole English . His main conclusion was thar
the children in this study acquired English rvithout a tbrmal English
program . ( see Bely - Vorman et al . 1 I988) and Flynn and Espinai
( 1985).

On the other hand . there are t-ew studies which show instruction
to be helpful to second language learners Briere's 11978).
Investigated the acquisition of Spanish as a second language
amongest 920 Mexican children who spoke a iocal lndian ianguage
as their mother tongue. From this studl' altendance at the village
school emerged. As one of the best predictors of Spanish
proficiency , the relationship between Spanish test scores and

instruction was strong. The variables measured tbr investigation
were: order of presentation of the different pans ofthe tesl , age.
sex , and native languages ofthe children. The variables rvhich haJ
a statistically significant effect on test scores were: order ol
presentation ofthe pans ofthe rest (instruction) and native language

of the children. etc. AII other variables including age and sex were

not statistically significant. Respectivell.. Turner (1978) tbund rhat

by means olinstruction students learn ruies duough rvhich rhe,"., can
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process their speech . He conciuded that instruction appears to have

considerable effect on SL lecming.

Conclusion
The available evidence does not suppon the hypothesis that

younger second language learners are more eflicient and successtul
than older leamers There appears to be many sources tbr the

differences between children and adulc in leaming languages

These sources can be biological such as sex and age . cognitive
such as aptirude and intelligence. atfective such as attitude and

needs and environmental such as formal and inlbrmal seuings of
Iearning.

Second ianguage research suggests that the dillerence berrveen

ihe capacity ofchildren versus adlults to develop SL skiils ma1- not
be so great . children have an advantase in leaming and acquiring
their native language outside the class but adults have an

advantage in leaming languages in formai settings . children leam
t'aster than adults because oi their sociai cognitive and
psychological flexibility. In addition. thel have an innate capacitr
ibr language leaming rvhich disappears rvith age . This decreasing
capacity for language leaming is linked to the lateralization process

in which the left hemisphere ol the brain assumes most of the
language functions .

The idea thal there are age related differences in the process ol
language leaming is supported by the avaiiable evidence Second

language learners have been shown to tbllow a leaming route rvhicll
despite some divergences of detail . resembies that tbllor,ved by
tirst language leamers Similarly ]ounqer and older second

language iearners exhibit developmentai panerns rvhictr in the vast
majoriry of respects coincide There is some evidence that oider
leamers may draw on general intelligence in acquiring a SL more
than younger leamers but evidence on age related dilTerences in the
contriburion of different language leamins environments is still
contradictor-," and there isn't enough studies rhat shorv a sreat
reiationship between second Ianguage anainment in natural settrnc
:nd formal second Ianguage leaming but ir is necessarv to mention
lhat both tbrmal and infbrmal language ieaming situations attribute
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to language learning by providing input that is necessary tbr the

operation of the language acquisirion device .
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