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Abstract:

The problem of the current research is summed up in answering the

following questions:
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—-What is the level of cognitive competencies and skills necessary for
teachers of children with autism disorder and the degree to which they

possess them.

-Do the cognitive competencies and skills needed for teachers of children
with autism disorder, and the degree to which they possess them, differ

according to the specialization?.
The research aimed to:

1-Identifying the level of cognitive competencies and skills necessary for
teachers of children with autism disorder and the degree to which they

possess them.

2-Ildentifying the differences in the cognitive competencies and skills
necessary for teachers of children with autism disorder and the degree to

which they possess them according to specialization.

The current research identifies a sample of teachers who study in the

autism institutes of the al-Abbas's (p) threshold for the academic year 2021-

2022.

In order to achieve the objectives of the current research, the scale
(Mahidat and others, 2014) was adopted, which consisted of (40) items, and
after conducting the validity and reliability of the tool, it was applied to a
sample of teachers who study in the institutes for autistic children affiliated
with the al-Abbas's (p) threshold in Basra Governorate and after analyzing the
responses of the sample members Using the statistical bag for social

sciences, the most prominent results were:

- The sample members in general possess sufficient capacity to provide
training to parents, new teachers, and other school staff to improve the
services provided to children with autism. As well as their ability to design the

educational environment by making adjustments to identify the visual,

248



2022 duiuai « Jo¥I oulS  ouiNud 19 o] Gl gui o0 bl | il ¢ i il el

auditory, and other sensory needs of students with autism. As well as using
interactive strategies to support students with autism. Positive behavior
among autistic students. Familiarity with the potential effects of mental and
sensory health factors, nutrition, and medications on the behavior of autistic
individuals. Familiarity with the strengths and weaknesses of procedures and
tools used in detection and evaluation for the purpose of determining the
eligibility of autistic children to receive educational and support services. And
the use of educational programs aimed at identifying the transitional needs of
individuals in employment and training, home living, recreational activities,

education and living in the community in the after school stage.

—As for the importance of the competencies, it was found that the members of
the total sample identified the most important cognitive and skill
competencies necessary for their work as teachers with children with autism
disorder. Individualization of autistic students based on the results of their
evaluation and diagnosis. Cooperating with workers to make environmental
adjustments for autistic students enrolled in regular classes and in other
normal situations such as home, day institutions, and familiarity with
professional resources such as publications and magazines; Specialized
organizations and websites for autism. Familiarity with interactive strategies
for teaching socially compatible behaviors for autistic children, limiting anti-
social behaviors, reducing the use of exclusion strategies and addressing the

crisis .

-With regard to the results of the second goal related to the importance of
competence from the point of view of teachers from the psychology
specialization and from the point of view of teachers from other disciplines,
and with regard to the degree of possessing cognitive competencies, teachers
from the psychology major have outperformed teachers from other disciplines

in determining the importance of having competence.

key words:Cognitive competencies, autism disorder
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