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Abstract

Among the foundational works on the evaluation of narrators (rijal) that
have reached us through successive centuries is The Men of Ahmad bin
Al-Hussein bin Ubaidullah Al-Ghada’iri (may Allah have mercy on him).
However, this work has been a subject of both rejection and acceptance
among scholars. The objections to its credibility can be summarized into
five main points:

1. First Objection:

The book's authorship has not been definitively proven, neither during
the author's time nor through the currently available copies, as these were
transmitted via secondary evidence rather than direct connection. The re-
sponse: The book was known to scholars across different eras, including
early figures such as Al-Najashi (may Allah have mercy on him), interme-
diate scholars such as Ibn Idris (may Allah have mercy on him), and later
figures like Sayyed Ahmad bin Tawus (may Allah have mercy on him).

2. Second Objection:

It is certain that the existing version of the book does not belong to
Ibn Al-Ghada’iri and was fabricated either by opponents of the sect or by
negligent members of the Shia community. This view was attributed to
Aqa Bozorg Tehrani (may Allah have mercy on him). The response: Sev-
eral arguments refute this claim, including evidence that this attribution to
Aqa Bozorg Tehrani was falsely inserted by his sons, Ali Naqli and Ahmad
Al-Manzawi, rather than being his own statement.

3. Third Objection:

Even if the book's authenticity and attribution to Ibn Al-Ghada’iri were
established, his criticisms cannot be accepted due to his unknown status
and the lack of evidence for his reliability among experts in critique and
evaluation. The response: Numerous arguments demonstrate not only the

reliability of Ibn Al-Ghada’iri but also his eminence.
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4. Fourth Objection:

Even if the book's authenticity and the author’s reliability were accept-
ed, his criticisms cannot be taken seriously due to his flawed methodology,
which includes hasty judgments against reliable narrators and unwarrant-
ed criticism of esteemed figures without due consideration. The response:
Several arguments validate his methodology in critique and evaluation.

5. Fifth Objection:

Even if the book's authenticity, the author’s reliability, and the sound-
ness of his methodology were accepted, his opinions remain inadmissible
because they are based on conjecture and personal reasoning rather than
direct evidence or narrations. Furthermore, his reasoning is based on pe-
culiar and incorrect principles that contradict widely accepted views. This
objection applies to most of his evaluations and is ultimately deemed valid

and the preferred conclusion.
Keywords: Ibn Al-Ghada’iri, The Men of Ibn Al-Ghada’iri,
Foundational Works on Narrators, Critique and Evaluation,

Objections to Credibility.
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