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Abstract

Ignorance of the law is the state in which the perpetrator does not know that the law
provides for the criminal incident to which his voluntary action has resulted as a crime
punishable by law. And penal jurisprudence has shown several types of ignorance, some
of which are an objection to criminal liability and they called it essential ignorance, and
some of them are not an objection to penal liability and they called it non-essential
ignorance.

The legal rule applies after its issuance, with two basic conditions, the first: its
publication in the Official Gazette, and the second: the expiration of the period specified
for the enforcement of the law. Once these two conditions are met, no one can invoke his
ignorance of the law, because ignorance of the law is not an excuse, since knowledge
here has become assumed to be inclusive of all people. The Iragi penal legislator has
mentioned in Article (37) of the Penal Code two exceptional cases on the general rule -
X ignorance of the law is not an excuse - immediately after mentioning it, and they are
considered cases of prohibitive punishment, which are: the case of force majeure, and the

state of foreigner's ignorance of the penal laws.
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