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According to these results reached in the
current research, a set of recommendations
and proposals were developed.

Key words : Desire for control, Achieve-

ment gap, Middle school students
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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the
desire for control for middle school stu-
dents and the achievement gap for middle
school students and to identify the correla-
tion between the desire for control and the
achievement gap for middle school stu-
dents. In order to achieve these goals, the
researcher selected a sample of (380) male
and female students from the holy Karbala
Governorate for the academic year (2024-
2025), where the researcher translated the
(1979 Burger & Cooper) scale for the de-
sire to control. The researcher constructed
the achievement gap scale based on the
theory of (Nicholls, 1989), then conducted
a statistical analysis of the paragraphs and
verified the psychometric properties of (va-
lidity, reliability). After verifying the validi-
ty of the two research tools through indica-
tors of validity and reliability, and applying
them to the research sample, then collect-
ing the data and processing it statistically.
The current research concluded that mid-
dle school students have a desire for control
and have an average level of achievement
gap. The results also indicated the existence
of a statistically significant inverse correla-

tion between the two research variables ,
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