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Abstract: The legal protection of religious diversity within human rights
is complex and evolving, and the resurgence of religiously motivated
claims points to the need to better define the relationship between legal
protection of human rights and religious diversity. Current laws and
regulations come from different historical or national contexts, creating a
confusing landscape that requires better identification of the protection
afforded by the different rights involved. Debates and controversies
over religious diversity are important features of the social and political
landscape of states. Each has historical and contemporary forms of
these debates that have had a significant impact not only on the
structures and forms of governance but also on the identity of each
state as it has grappled with, and continues to grapple with, religious
diversity and the issues it raises. This study provides a comparative
analysis of the state and religion across states. In light of our
classification of patterns of governance of religious diversity, we explore
the convergences and divergences between the idea of religious
diversity and the idea of freedom of religion, and the relationship
between national identity and religion. This study uses a general
normative analysis to propose that the scope of religious minorities
should be extended to include any religious affiliation that does not

constitute a majority of the population of a given state. This involves a
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shift from a model of specific protection for some minorities to one in
which all minorities are protected by universally recognized rights to

freedom of religion and non—discrimination.

Keywords: religious diversity; human rights; religious minorities;

minority rights; freedom of religion.
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