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Abstract :
The political process in Iraq witnessed different demonstrations , protests and
sits-in
amounted almost to six main demonstrations as a political result of the
regime's different crises and conflicts . It varied between political opposition to
political parties and to political alliances participating in the political process as an
expression of its rejection to a certain policy , and/ or decisions issued as it is the
case in the demonstrations of ( 2013/ 2016 /2017 /2018) which was able to serve
its interest in the direction for more political participation in the political power, and
other demonstrations stemmed from the awareness of the mass of their stolen
rights and as an uprising against the status quo due to ( poverty , unemployment,
corruption and bad services)and that was represented by the demonstrations o
(2011/2015/ 2019) .
The recent demonstrations were the focus of the study and the research ,due to

the fact. that they weren't led by political parties and alliances, yet, were away from

493 dxa




2021/Jsyl [golull msll il ¥l sylalyall L2 1 alaa

nationalism and factionalism .However, its key objective is reforming and correcting
the political system .Given that the political power could curb the demonstrations of
(2011) within the period of one hundred days designated for the government
after having the Al-Sadri Current intervening in it ,and that the demonstrations of
2015 were quenched by giving job opportunities to the newly established
institutions in the " Popular mobilization” and that they shall also pave the way for
the youth to migrate to the European Union, nevertheless, the government couldn’t
overcome the demonstrations of 2019 for numerous reasons among which some
are latent in the state's institutions represented by the chronic crises ( corruption/
unemployment/ poverty)and some others represent instantaneous driving force for
demonstrations projected in the high awareness of the masses protesting for their
rights , and also the dossier of appointments in the state's institutions after being
suspended for three years of the period ( 2017- 2019) , also benefiting from the
experiences of previous demonstrations which were quenched by the government
and the interference of the political parties which worked on procrastinating it .
However, we could say that the strength of these demonstrations , its
independency , and the participation of the trade unions and religious groups in
supporting it , and also the sacrifices made by the protesting youth , collectively
succeeded in overthrowing the government and conducting key reforms in the
mechanisms of the political system'’s function laid out by amending the previous
elections law ( proportionate representation) which was the key factor behind the
hegemony of a certain traditional elite and the absence of the establishing political
opposition , weakness of the oversight apparatuses followed by chronic crises , the
approval of the new elections law of 2019 represented by the individual election
which gives strength to the elected deputy before his party and makes him / her
more responsible before his constituency . Also, the amendment of the Independent
High Electoral Commission Law , and forming interim government in order to pave

the way for conducting early elections which will represent the volition and

aspiration of the people .
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Introduction :.

The demonstrations and sits -in that the political system witnessed were of
different kinds and forms, some of which expressed the wishes of some parties to
increase the level of participation in the political process or to suspend some
important and sensitive decisions . Nonetheless, some other demonstrations and
sits in expressed the real will of the protesting masses that occurred post 2003 in
order to know the different types of developments happened in the political process
and analyzing that for the purpose of obtaining conclusions with its regard.

Research Problem : The problem stems from a major question about the types of
demonstrations and the different causes of these demonstrations and its
repercussions on the system and the political process .

Research Hypothesis : The demonstrations represent one of the outputs of the
political system with all its numerous crises and problems post 2003 .

Research methodology :The research has relied on the systematic analysis
method in studying the crises that pushed to fuel the demonstrations that the
political system witnessed for the purpose of having the recent ones as outputs and
feedback for the regime that undergoes various economic and political reforms .
First :Predisposing Factors for the Popular Demonstrations :

The Iraqi political system after 2003 suffered from numerous organizational and
structural crises at the level of the political economy that directly affected the
repetition of the phenomenon of protests and the popular demonstrations that can
be summed up in the following :

1. One - Sided Rentier Economy : Iraq is one of the countries of rentier
economy depending only on oil , and among the characteristics of such a kind of
economy is that it solely leads to enrichment of the ruling elites and the groups
allying with at the expense of the rest of the society . It also helps them consolidate
their power over resources distribution and gaining sufficient funds in order to

prevent forming any independent groups that may demand their political rights or
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exercise the role political opposition . This matter makes the power of rentier
economy as a plighted political power , because it helps the domination of a certain
group over the power and expelling the elites and other groups that endeavor to
participate in the political power then consequently resorting to political violence .
(1) . As itis the case in Iraq when political groups took the power after 2003 who
represented political parties suffered under the ex-regime such as; (AlDaawa Party /
High Islamic Council / AlSadri Current / The Islamic Party / Kurdistani Democratic
Party / Kurdistani Patriotic Union ) and their struggle with the traditional elites
harmed by the current regime ( remaining members of Baath Party , extremist
religious groups ) triggering political violence " Terrorism" for the period of ( 2003-
2017) (2).

Among the negative aspects of the state of rentier economy is that it is governed by
the surging and dropping of oil prices under the global oil market that may expose it
to crises as happened in Iraq in the period of ( 2014- 2020) of which (90%) of its
public budget depends on oil revenues .However, when oil price dropped to the
half and in some years to less than the half which resulted in deficit in the state's
public budget due to the open war launched against terrorism ( 2014-2017 )3, as
shown in table (1) , and the financial corruption, poverty , and austerity policy
approved by the government of Al-Abaddi .All these shall be considered as
predisposing factors for the demonstrations and protests which Iraq witnessed in (
2018 - 2019) as shown in table (1) .

Table (1) shows Annual Budgets of Iraq for the period of ( 2009 - 2019 ) and the

rate of deficit in each budget

Year Revenues Oil Barrel | Deficit Oil Revenues
Price in
us$
2009 4 | 50408215839 | ------—-—-- 18757307996 | ---------
2010 5 | 61735312500 | -—----—-—-- 2292215556 597941800330.000
20116 80.934.790.500 76.5 15727.976.200 | 76184137500.000
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2013 7 | 119.296.6630.96 | 90 $ 19.127.944.904

2014 8 | Budgetof 2014
wasn't approved

due to war against

Daesh
2015 9 | 94.48.364.139 56 $ 25.414.065410 | 78.649032000
2016 10 | 81.700.803.138 45% 24.194.919.481 | 69.773.400.000
2017 11 | 79.11.421000 42% 21.659.739.790 | 6795022500
2018 12 | 91.643.667.236 46 $ 12.514.516 77.160.392.640
2019 13 | 105.569.686.870 | 56 % 27.537.929.542 | 93.741.110.400
2. Corruption, Poverty and Unemployment :

Transparency International Organization defines corruption briefly as” the
exploitation of the political power for the purpose of personal gains "(14) . This
exploitation is achieved in Iraq post 2003 at its highest levels based on the reports of
Transparency International according to table No.(2) (15), Which shows the rank of
Iraq among the most corrupt states

(2003 — 2020).

Year Rank Year Rank
2003 -2004 16 2013 3
2005 6 2014 4
2006 2 2015 6
2007 3 2016 4
2008 2 2017 1
2009 2 2018 6
2010 3 2019 9
2011-2020 5 2020 18

The highest ranks that Iraq recorded resulted from the weakness of the political
power and its different types of conflicts after 2003, due to the political partnership

and consensus among the main three components plus the sectarian and
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nationalist immunity of its political elites which led to the absence of organized
political opposition within the parliament hindering the function of all oversight
institutions in the state . It was a driving force to create a plighted environment
characterized by political violence , poverty , unemployment and bad service
provision (16). As in table (3) (17) below that shows the rate of poverty and

unemploymentin Iraq of (2009- 2018).

Year Unemp Provinces registered Provinces registered Provinces registered Provinces

loymen | highest level of highest level of highest level of registered highest

trate unemployment 20 unemployment poverty 2018 level of poverty

2014 2016 2018

2009 17.8 Anbar 33.3% | ThiQar 34.8% | Al-Muthana | 52% AlBasara | 16%
2010 18.3 ThiQar 31.0% | Misan 29.2% | AlDiwanya 48% AlNajaf | 12.5%
2011 18.8 Misan 28.7% | Kirkuk 28.7% | Misan 45% karbalaa | 12%
2012 19 Basra 22.7% | Dihok 28.1% | ThiQar 44% Babil | 1%
2013 19.4 Babil 21.3% | AlMuthana 26.0% | Ninava 37.7% Baghdad | 10%
2014 19.5 AlQadisya 21.3% | ALBasra 25.5% | Diyala 22.5% Dihok | 8.5%
2015 19.2 Baghdad 19.0% | Erbil 22.2% | Wasit 19% Krkuk | 7.6%
2016 18.8 Diyala 21.0% | AlQadisya 21.0% | Salahdeen 18% Erbil | 6.7%
2017 19.1 Salahdeen 15.3% | Wasit 20.2% | AlAnbar 17% Sulaimania 4.5%
2018 19.1 Dihok 15.0% | Baghdad 18.6%

Here, we can say that the intersection of the factors of poverty and unemployment
established a proper ground for the demonstrations and protests that Iraq
witnessed in 2011 and 2018 particularly in the southern and central governorates
which suffered the phenomenon of " compound poverty” before and after 2003 .*

Second : Popular Demonstrations and Protests: The regime and the political process
being limited to certain political elite ,who didnt allow the participation of new
political elites ,and the absence of organized influential political opposition from
within the regime's institutions were both among the key reasons that resulted in
having the regime's main tools represented in (elections , referendums, and public
opinion polls, mass media, lobbying groups) miss out its oversight competence and
opposition for the purpose of making a change or political influence . This led

actually to having the political opposition act from outside the regime through
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different forms of political violence, meantime , pushed the popular demonstrations
and protests to be more violent and more threatening to the stability of the political
system .19

The popular demonstrations, sits in and protests represent one of the key forms of
political violence that occur spontaneously supported by a very wide popular
advocacy due to the sever deprivations that the people of Iraq suffer from , who
really lack solid political parties that represent and express the demands and
aspiration of the nation . For example ,the unrest , riots and local rebellion which
can be divided into two periods :

1. Popular Demonstrations of (2011- 2018 ): The political process witnessed
numerous demonstrations and protests , some of which were driven by political
parties already participating in both the regime and the political process, meantime,
exercising political opposition from outside the political system as it was the case in
the demonstrations of (2013) in the Sunnite areas and also the demonstrations
organized by Al -Sadri Current (2016 / 2017 ) . while others stemmed from the true
volition of the people and their awareness of their stolen rights . This can clearly be
seen in the three demonstrations ( 2011/ 2015/ 2018 ) , when the government
could end the demonstration of (2011) in a term of one hundred days after the
mediation of Al-Sadri current 21. Nonetheless, it planned to end the demonstration
of (2015) by paving the way for the youths to migrate abroad , particularly, to the
European countries for the period of ( 2016 - 2017 )22, as the case in table (
4)showing the map of the main demonstrations , protests and sits -in that Iraq
witnessed .

Table (4) shows the map of the key demonstrations, protests and sits -in that Iraq

witnessed
year Its nature Its place Its demands Results &
government
position
2011 23 | Part of Arab | All governorates Services/ Ended by giving
Spring except for Erbil & labor/fight (100) days to the

499 4l




2021/Jsll /&L.dl\_-.\_-.xll Ll ¥l slalysll Jolal &lya
Revolutions Dohuk corruption/ gaining | PM to achieve
democracy/end some of the
occupation/ demands by
dropping regime distributing (280)
lots of lands , and
lowering pension
age, reviewing
successes &failure
of the ministers.
2013 24 | A security force | Appeared in the Release detainees | Ended up with

besieged  the
house of the
Iragi Minister of
Finance
affiliated to
Iragia List
Mr.Rafiea
AlEssawi
arresting

number of his

guards

Sunnite areas e.g.
Rumadi, Salahdeen
, Krkuk, then some
neighborhoods in
Baghdad e.g.
Aathamia,
Dawra.Also in
Diyala ,all these
demonstrations
transferred to sits-

inin most areas

from prisons

breaking sit- in
tents, after that
areas of Sunnite
majority fell under

Daesh in 9/6/2014.

2015

Due to oil price
drop, the
government
levied taxes
which resulted
in protests of
July because of
bad services e.g.

electricity

Baghdad-Basra-
Najaf-Karbalaa-
ThiQar-
Muthana—
Qadisya—aBabil-
Wasit

Enhancementin
services provision&
holding the
corrupts into

accountable

Nullifying the
positions of the
president's and
PM's deputies,
integrating some
independent
commissions and
releasing pledges to
hold the corrupts
into account.

It was followed by
awave of mass

migration of the
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Iraqi youths to the
European
countries.
2016 25 | Demonstrations | Demonstrations Fighting the Collective
of the occurred largely in corrupt and resignations of the
supporters of Baghdad , storming | forming the ministers and
AlSadri Current | into the Green government of forming a new
demanding Zone and the technocrats government of
fighting Parliament's technocrats
corruption & Headquarters
forminga
government of
technocrats
2017 Due to the Baghdad / Al-Tahrir | Demand changing | The House of
deterioration of | Sq. the Commission of | Representatives
the security Elections & itslaw | voted on selecting
situation new members for
the High
Independent
Elections
Commission (26)
2. Protests of 25" October 2019 :

It is worth mentioning that the political process witnessed popular political violence
stemmed from people's will and awareness for their rights and demands in the three
key demonstrations ; the demonstrations of ( 2011 /2015 / 2019 ) , yet, there are
some common factors among these demonstrations 27 .

A. Represent the community of the conscious Iraqi youths who suffered from

corruption of the government, poverty and unemployment.

B. It posed real challenge for the regime , the political system , and the ruling
parties.
C. The young groups of the Iragi community participated in these

demonstrations because of bad services, corruption and poverty .
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D. The demonstrations started with slogans and objectives to reform the
system and to provide good services which consequently ended up with the
demand of overthrowing the political system .

These are the common factors which don't hide the differences among the above
mentioned demonstrations. For example, the demonstrations of ( 2019) refused the
participation of all political parties and benefited from the demonstration of (2011)
when Al-Sadri Current members participated in it and could redirect it for their own
interest by giving a time limit of (100) days to the government of Nuri Al-Maliki
which at the end of the day managed to procrastinate the demands of the
demonstrators , and the demonstration of ( 1/7/2015) which ended up with having
the Iraqi youths migrating to the European countries , and what is different here, is
that they could create hundreds of job grades in the budget of 2015 *.

As long as the demonstration of ( 2011) could achieve formal reform represented by
ministerial slimming down from (47) ministries to (33) ministry, nullifying ( 15)
State's ministries .However, the demonstration of (2015) could reduce some posts
in the executive power28 , then the demonstration of (2019) could overthrow the
government of Adil-Abdul Mahdi (2018 - 2019) and forming a new government
presided by Mustafa Al-Kadhimi (2020) who repealed election law No.( 45) of 2013
and its amendments, meantime , approving a new elections law of 2019 that
adopted the individual system 29 ,as an attempt to alleviate the sway of the political
parties and their leaders .Also, annulling the law of Independent High Election
Commission No.(11) of 2007 and its amendments , approving new law for the
Election Commission in order to maintain its independency and to conduct fair
elections 30.

However, in addition to some of the predisposing factors represented by
(corruption, poverty , unemployment) ,there were some factors that ignited the fires
of the demonstrations with regard to the youth in general and universities' students
in particular among which the key one is the dossier of appointments , due to the

fact that the economy in the state of Iraq is a rentier one ,and also absence of
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investment in the field of industry and agriculture and in the private sector in
general .These factors pushed people to resort to the public sector due to the fact
that it has become the only opportunity for the Iraqi young graduates to find a job
vacancy which has become the key challenge that the state faces particularly for the
youth category . Another interpretation of such a situation is that the state's
institutions are heavily — loaded with the employees whose numbers amount to (
6.5 millions employee and retiree 31), also suspending appointments ( either for the
permanent personnel or under the title of contract) in the budgets of the federal
state * of the years (2016 /2017 / 2018 / 2019 ) and to have appointments limited
only in the budget of 2016 for the politicians and provincial , municipal members
and also members of House of Representatives who left their original jobs because
they have been elected as members of the House of Representatives , also for those
who were isolated in the ex- regime for political reasons 32.

The accumulation of huge numbers of graduates of the years (2017 /2018 /2019)
led to surge in the indicator of unemployment among these important groups who
were the fuels of 2019 demonstrations which started by repressing high certificates
holders among whom there were also women ( the number of the unemployed
among the high certificates holders (Masters and Ph. Ds ) was approximately
(15000). They were repressed and dispersed before the PM's Office by the use of
excessive force on 25 Sep2019 33, . This incident actually shook the Iraqi public
opinion and drove the youth to mobilize for a major demonstration on 1 October
2019 which was renewed on 25" October 2019 to continue for seven months
during which happened a lot of protest, acts of riot, sit- in in Baghdad and in the
central and southern governorates when all the Iraqi Trade Unions , University
students and other social groups participated heavily 34 , ended up with toppling
the government of Adil Abdul Mahdi 35.

Conclusion:

It can be said that the demonstrations the political system witnessed after 2011 ,in

general, and demonstrations of 2019 ,in particular , resemble if we could
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metaphorically say, fever and high temperature in the body of the sick person who
urgently needs a medical care . This is the plighted political process which is in a
dire need for an effective rapid treatment illustrated by the following
recommendations that the research has come out with :

1. To reform the political process starting with the mechanisms of the political
system represented by the electoral system approved in Iraq which is the
proportionate representation ( Sainte-Lague method) , and endeavoring to find a
new electoral system encourages the alliances that are away from nationalism and
sectarianism ,or this new system may help alleviate the level of their conflicts . This
new system shall be represented by the individual electoral system of numerous
constituencies on the basis of ( district or sub-district ) . This is one of the key
outcomes of 2019 elections that could pressure the parliament to approve ,which is
represented by the law of 2019 elections .

2. To activate the important oversight institutions in the political system
meantime maintaining the independency of the institutions relevant to economy
and appointments or job opportunities.

3. To activate article ( 25) of the Iragi permanent constitution of 2005 related
to ( reforming the Iraqi economy under modern economic principles to ensure
investing all its resources and to diversify it sources meantime encouraging the
private sector and developingit) .

4, To activate the Federal Service Council and to limit the dossier of
appointments under the responsibility of this council based on a future vision which
determines the scientific specializations that the State needs in the future to improve
the reality of the economy of all its different aspects ( industrial , agricultural and
commercial ) .
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