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Summary:

Polyphonic novels, in Bakhtin’s term-the term polyphony is a concept barrowed
from musicology- are the novels that have multivoiced characters meant to avoid
unilateral perspective and monotonous language and style. This multivoicedness
underpins conflicting perspectives and ideologies. Such multivoicedness is the outcome
of decentralization wherein the author grants her characters the storytelling
responsibility in an environment that separates the author from her authorship
responsibilities; giving those characters a significant margin to show disagree with her
and to establish a conflict with her own views via fictional dialogues. Such dialogues are
written in such a way as if those characters attempts to evade the authorial control or to
stage a rebellion against the author herself when expressing their attitudes towards a
particular state of affairs. In such cases, those characters tend to narrate events in their
own ways, depending on their personal perspectives, i.e. internal focalization, wherein
the narrator provides no information or interpretation unless it is proffered by the
narrating character first. This invites the implicit reader to opt for the appropriate
ideological stance and perspective, without giving the chance for the narrator to alienate
that reader. In this sense, the polyphonic novel differs from the monologal novel, which
has a unilateral narrator and attitude, as well as unilateral language, style and
perspective. The polyphonic novel allows for dialogic pluralism at the levels of the

narrators, patterns, characters, readers and ideological positions.
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