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A Comparative Study of death and underworld myths between
Iran and Mesopotamia

Researcher :Maryam Mahmood ghayebolaghi
Asst.prof. Dr. Bahareh seddighi
Dr. Ahmadreza heydarian shahri
Dept. of Arabic language and literature group, Ferdowsi university of Mashhad, Iran

Abstract:

Since long the creation, death and resurrection get man's attention to themselves.
The death myth is the basic factor in world literature, death and underworld can be
seen as one of the most important phenomenon which is noteworthy in human life
and necessary to this study. There is no useful comparative study which investigates
the death and underworld in two literatures. Also, the culture of every nation is
manifested in its myths so the investigator in this study intends to comparatively
investigate the death and underworld myths in this region which form the most
Important bases that are focused on, namely: underworld, believing it and its main
elements which are gods of underworld and their existential truth, similarities or
dissimilarities between two cultures myths. So we explained the most important
aspects of death and underworld myths in Arabic and Persian literature by mythology
critique based on France comparative literature. The results from this study show that
Iranian and Mesopotamian thinkers affected each other in general myth about
underworld and dead world as well as its basic principles on words, concepts,
language elements and symbols about how to believe afterlife. Sometimes there is a
big difference about this belief between two the countries so that in Iranian myths,
hope of the afterlife and knowing it follows life, but this hope in Mesopotamia myths
Is less than.

Keywords: death, underworld, Iran, Mesopotamia .
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