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Research extracted from a master's thesis entitled:

The functional region of university institutions in Karbala governorate for the
academic year 2019-2020

Professor Dr.Researcher

Samir Falih Hassan Al- MayaliAbeer Yassin Nasser Hussein

Abstract

Functional regions are defined as regions whose local units are grouped based on the
intensity of functional flows that come out of a central area and provide those spatial
units with a central function or several functions from which these flows come out to
reach all local units of the region to reflect a degree of interactions rather than
cohesion in the region as a whole One (), and there are geographers who define the
functional region as the region that surrounds a specific center and is drawn
according to the movement of people, goods and services towards the polarizing
centers¢ The geographers have developed several scientific methods to determine the
functional region, including (the method of flow analysis), through which the
functional regions are determined based on the direction and intensity of the flows

that connect the dominant center and the surrounding satellites, where each flow .

shows a decreasing intensity as it becomes away from the center, and these flows It
may be economic, such as a business or shopping trip, and it may be social, such as
students’ trip to universities and institutes or hospital review, and from here it is
possible to determine the areas of influence of functional centers or regions through
the extent to which the flow travels to reach the required service ,This is what we
apply to university institutions in the province of Karbala, as the services they
provide and the job they achieve are both local and regional services and jobs.
Students accepted in these institutions flock to them regardless of the distance
between them and their areas of residence. Institutions, and based on this light, the
functional region for university education services will be determined in the Karbala
governorate. It was found through the field study that this region expanded to include
all the provinces of Irag except for the province of Erbil, because Karbala province is
one of the provinces that attract the population for its religious, commercial and
tourist center, in addition to the stability Security compared to other governorates,
which helped many students to come to them and study there.
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