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The issue of elections is one of the important topics that have received noticeable ;
attention from the various sectors of society. Therefore, talking about its foundations, f'
roots, the mechanism of its practice and the laws legislated for it requires going back

in history. This includesscrutinizing the books contemporaneous to the events or
close to them and following up the laws issued at that time, as Iraq had been under
Ottoman control for nearly four centuries (1534-1917).
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The historical era and the nature of the study required proceeding in it according to
the historical research method based on mentioning historical facts and trying to
analyze them, while preserving the unity of the subject.Thus, it was divided into an
introduction, three sections and a conclusion. The first section was entitled “Elections
during the Ottoman Occupation 1839-1876 (their Laws and Regulations)”.It
discussed the Ottoman Empire’s first attempts to introduce the word “elections” when
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choosing the mayors of villages and neighborhoods, as well as the government’s most
important reformationsteps related to elections. The second section was entitled
“Electoral Laws and Regulations during the Era of the Ottoman Occupation 1876-
1914”1t detailed the most important legal articles related to electionsand their
implementing regulationsin the Ottoman Basic Law.As for the third section, it was
entitled “Elections in Iraq during the Ottoman Era 1877-1914.1t discussed the
mechanism for holding elections in Iraq through the selection of (people’s
representatives) in the commission of envoys for six electoral cycles, the names of
the representatives of that commission for those cycles, and the constitutional
amendments related to elections. Finally, the conclusion included a summary of the
researchfindings.
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1- Brenard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey, Oxford University Press, London 1961.
PP.AY 88.

2- Sir Edward Creasy,History of the Ottoman Turksh,London,1878,P532.



