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States threatened with extinction due to climate change: New challenges for international law

Asst.Prof.Dr.Sirwan Hamd Ahmed Asst.Prof.Dr.Peshraw Hamajan Aziz Msc.Miran Qadr Ahmed
College of Law and Administration College of Law College of Law and Administration
University of Halabja University of Sulaymaniyah University of Halabja

Abstract

Past experience shows that the continuity and survival of states are threatened by a variety of challenges and
obstacles, including the issues of state unification, disintegration, and military occupation, as a result of the
absence or loss of one of the basic principles that ensure the continuity of states. However, one of the
contemporary challenges that threaten the existence of states is the phenomenon of extinction associated with
sea level rise caused by climate change. This phenomenon not only affects the geographical structure of states,
but also represents an existential threat to the national sovereignty and political identity of the inhabitants of
these states. Island states such as the Maldives and Kiribati are prominent examples of entities facing the risk of
physical disappearance due to sea level rise, as they are expected to become uninhabitable in the coming
decades. With the disappearance of territory, these states face unprecedented challenges related to their
sovereignty, the citizenship rights of their inhabitants, and the issue of forced migration. The continuity of the
state’s existence in the light of the disappearance of physical territory raises profound legal questions regarding
the possibility of continuing the international representation of these states and the rights of their peoples in
international forums.

Keywords: threatened states, extinction, climate change, challenges, international law.
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