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Aton Doctrine in Akhenatonean
Thinking : Features,
characterstics and chants

Amenophes the fourth
(Akhenaton) was considered the first
king who called worshiping one God
and rejecting worshiping many Gods as
the ancient Egyptians were used to. The
one God for him was Aton, the great
living Sundisk. His doctrine was based
on worshiping the sun it self whose rays
extended like hands that granted its son
on earth, the king, millions of lives and
gave all that through him to all of the
world. To distinguish his God from
other ones, he designed for him the
following features :

1. His God had no similie or
in

equivalent; therefore

comparison to other Egyptian
Gods which were pictured as
humans, animals or both, there
was no one sculpture of Aton.

There was no place in his doctrine
for the tripling (husband, wife and
son) that most of the old religions,
including the Egyptian, were used

to.
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worship process at day outside the
gates and the enterances.

In spite of the strength of his
pantheistic religions ideas and though it
became the official religion of the state
during his era, his doctrine did not
succeed to infix in the minds of the old
Egyptians and that was because of
many reasons :

1. The simples ofple people did not
comprehend the details of his
doctrine. They considered him as
a prophet and a son of Aton
whom he should worship and thus
they worshipped this God through
worshiping his son, the kink. As a
result, when the king died, people
stopped worshiping this God.

2. The simple people did not accept
his doctrine to the extent that
might make them leave what they
inherited from their fathers and
grandfathers towards Gods.

3. Aton’s followers in posed his
doctrine on people by force and
they did not consider progression
and wisdom in this concern. He
did not spread his doctrine by
himself in the other Egyptian

Y4 A

. Aton was a God for all people and

not only for the Egyptians.

. He did not accept or recognize

old legends and traditions.

. There was no mentioning in his

doctrine of the battles that God of
Sun was to launch when passing

to the other world.

. His doctrine was based on

adhering to Matt, daughter of Raa
who was very widely worshipped
and that meant truth, equality and
protocols as the bases of the

creation.

. Akhenaton ended all types of

sorcery, including magic, which
the priests were doing in the old
Egyptian religion. He tended to
think of life and not of death.

. He advocated some old funeral

rituals like embalmment,
presenting eucharists and

depicting souls as birds.

. The rituals of worship were based

on chanting songs with music and
there was a group of male and
female singers and musicians who

were performing during the



el sal!
¥l salae 38 5e (0sl) Ol s sl Aipae yiiad )

e arladll Ml I gial g (AL aadl)
LY adae] el all O (s il LetigS
caa) 1388 ad Gaal g ¢ allall adlall 5 SIS ga
gl 3 gl o cand Lale 1o gama (431
S 2y aa AV ALY ¢l
3 Sl Chd e i g ¢ Al (a3l 41y il
"o " sl Al Lgy aity Al Bl s agaal
sl yuae BAaliy ) guanll aadl 2
sall age 8y st gl sal ol V) dagasl)
=) (3o Al 5 5 u¥) dala s Laal)
Aaal) A Cariai g Al ad) 1y gl e B
AdY) ol 5 4l adi jLd 1LY 5 4y Sl
Lilaal) ale Calleila i, ) shal el oo )l
eI 35l 4 igSY Hlia g Cald g5 il
osail) 4l L3gS Cuag g duen 1 Laa 22U 8
A (5l Ly () Aada JS 5 e ] das
i e S 54y i gy ASle (e pal il

o35ty puadll all 5 8 (85 jlud Jiay () 5aY
53 sixal Jaila Aoy 55 die "l Y1 gial” AL
"] oAt Al E ) pa s 0" Al
L shay i il 5 Glonsd] amuany JHiay (52111
ol dae) il sale e o quadll a8
sl dag ol agle 580 Bia U Laa
paland Al ) e in Lo 12 adae 8 "a)
ool Al fas ge OIS (A My sal" Aald
83325 4tigS O V) e ) — (sl B gea
Dlebal 1slglag adagi STA caybaaall 45 S8

144

cities. Besides, he ran away from
the capital Tiba because he was
unable to confront the priests and
then built a new capital to his

State.

. He was unable to gain new

supporters to his doctrine because
it did not provide anything new

for the poor people.

. His mildness in running the

affairs of his state made those
who were close to him interfere in

his decisions.

. Detorieration of the political

situation started in the satellite
states of the Egyptian empire

particularly Syria and Palestine.

. His entourage started plotting

against him succeed. but they did
not succeed. However, they
seized the opportunity when he
died and did not leave a strong
heir who believed in his doctrine.
All that led to go back to the old
religion and even to the old

capital.
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