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Abstract: 
       The outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939 casts a shadow over Iraq, since the 

impact of the outbreak of the war was not limited to the European continent only, but also included 

most of the countries of the Asian continent, including Iraq, which had a share of it, especially since 

Iraq was witnessing the activity of the nationalist movement for this period, which was adopted by 

the army in a way that led to the development of events in a bloody manner. The course of events in 

bringing Iraq into the war with Britain led to what was called in the books of memoirs (the Mays 

movement, the Rashid Ali Al-Kilani movement, or the British-Iraqi war). This led to the division of 

the authors of the memorandums regarding it, some of whom held the military responsible for the 

war, and some of them blamed the civilians, led by Rashid Ali Al-Kilani. However, the owners of 

the memoirs shied away from taking responsibility, and these are the weaknesses of the memoirs at 

that stage, meaning that their writers did not admit the shortcomings or mistakes they committed, 

but they resort to justifications to rid themselves of taking responsibility for their actions.
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