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"iviissing Dates" : Liie as aciroice oi
instruments

Before the besifflins of vears
There come tdthe ni'akiris of man
Time with a e.ift of tears "
Grief with a [lass that ran...

(Swinbume,"Atalanta in Calydon" )
F.R. Leavis comolains in his 1950 RetrosDect

in New Bearinp that William Emnson ( I 906- 1 984)
faile<ItoclEve-16'o satisfactorilv. He attnt)utes it to r
that air of knoviins ones wa'v about: in short that
Preoccupation wittiintel lectuil ity and the extemal s
of profuhciiry subtlegr"'

ErnDsort's cariy effort seems arid because it
operates' without inuch references to concrete
hirman experience that would vitalize his work.'

It is the thirties which oDened with the
economic Disaster ollhe slump antl closed with the
catastroDhe of the war that exoose the narrowness
of Emp'son's early product. This demanded from
hiln a'kind of work that arzue and diasnose
fi.rndamentally a complex of cripflling disorderS.

The uoheaval and disillusionment of the First
World War' immenselv accelerated the intellectual
volcano.'I.lo thinkins man could acceDt
unouestionablv the tladitional social mvth trf
patriotism andmoral absolutes.o

$J, t)U .l
.^.t-r JJ.i.!l i.]t

1t



Behmcl the debates of Ure trme dres the ooets'
main interest to Dass tiom the oersonal td. the

lo9pl, ipp]ylne {b genqral thoreh the particular.'
JUU Uelltrr ls ac{-u lualltcu ov aJnoucml5[ uoL'lnne
lhat ooems should be/not s'av-o This doctrine is
respohsible for rnuch of the 6bscuriW of modem
verse as it stresses thF content seeing tlie physical in
psychological terms.'

Empson is too anxious to take an orisinal
stand. [Is anoroach is non natriotic wifil a
disintepratine ' 'of traditional bertainties.o His
obscunlty res'lrls not from difficulties ol thoueht or
exoression but lrom reluctance to claritV owr"ns to
lhe incgmmunicability and the isolation' of hufrran
oeings.

In the "Missine Dates "( 1949) Emnson
picfqes the g4im..scenEs and stark'suffeiing which
marnly arouse mdgnatlon.

Slowlv the poison the whole blood stream fills.
The #aste remains the waste remains *Ltli1,r,,,

These refrains which the ooet besins and 6nds
his poem with. repeatedlv sffebsed thioush out the
linei. voke toe'ethEr the themes of worthl6ssness of
man dnd his"pradual soiritual death. So that the
whole poem -works <in tluee levels: oersonal
uselessness. natural destruction and *re'world's
chaos as a rbsult of war.

Feeline. wasteful does not come from his
elfon as a'literary man or even his failure as he
attcmpts his poetic skill. These two sides motivate
his mental acliviw and fill him with livins vilaliw.
Empson searches for a reason behind hiS feelinl.
He' rejects his "system". symbolized in his



rli<,.inlin,. tn he fhe cnrrr.o nlln''1''"o

Cleariv it is the war. lt is the uim thirties. ln
fe 1oi19ofrvin{!,Epn9o,n.pgaks rif all who strive
tC' express 'u're caituliitous dcsadtr

Thev bled an old dos drv vet the exchanse rills
Of ioune doe bloodsaiebut a month's desires.
Th6 wasle reinains, tEe waste remains and kills.

(LL.7-e)
It is this continuitv of bloodshed that causes

his oain and crushes him beneath an excessive
weisht of life "miliVdown small to the conseouence
a Ii16 requires" (L.4-5). Generations are lerminated:
the fathers were killed in the First World War and
the Second World War made "rills". streams of the
sons' blood.

The uni&ins framework ol ideas: nsvcholosv
and oolitics cbuftl be woven bv aoolvinE Freuffs
theorv of the sLrhconscious violeh'cd bElow the
resoectful manners. Enslish authorities were
ouihinr neoole to .,.,'ar as o"'urifier in i's effects uoon
bombabirts-'a wav to a "bbtter world". ln doins'so.-
neoole are 

'mistrdated as worthless inferior be'inss.
as ''does". This wav reveals the exact contradicti6d
that m-akes oeoole osvcholosicallv doomed. The
oLrifier becoined a bruializins" aseit. The soldier a
ilegraded patient driven to a h6ll 5'f insanity.

Emoson himself feels oatient as the "ooison"
flows wif,r his blood. lt sloil,lv deadens hi's blood
celis and terminates his sSirit. This oictorial
outcome illuslrales the contract between *ie "clear
sieht" of Emoson and the chaos of war. lt unites the
pdkonal. anQ the political to be a vehicle of
indisution. lt coveis an immense ranse of new
refer'ences. new views to a nightmare, E Freudian



monstrous wcrid of'the sub€onscious.

Attemptine to sive a universal touch to his
poET, the.ppet,rtferyip the "Chinese tombs" as an
emDreln or oeam ano oesrruction. As japan irrvadeti
larselv China durinc the thinies. it left behind her
mdnsfrous act multitudes of dead bodies. besides
the role the war olaved in crushins Chinese culture
and tradition. Suth 6n imase stan& as a witness for
the worst oossible course" the soverrunent misht
take to contradict the right way 6f the individual"in
preservmg peace.

Furthcnnore the rlar Droves to be the wrons.
choice of instruments as it'left behind "slas. hills"
waste of minerals reoresented in deEtroved
weaDons. Fisurativelv it iould be seen as a natiral
volc'ano an o-ut b'.rst irf hell coeninc its cates befcre
innocent oeoole. Aooarentlv' such""hilIs" stand as
hish as thb" tbmbs"'thoueh inherentlv thev are as lo
as"anv evil act if comoared with th6 hish snirit of
the irihocent dead peoble. Add to this tfib wbste ol
the inCustrious Weaobns usumed the land. tle
source of life. leavin's no chan'ce for survivors to
live naturallv.'For Erfioson such industrv olaved a
negative ro16 in freezirig the imaginatioriol lilerary
DeoDle.' ' Related to the fire of the volcano. Empson
depicts three Wpes of fire. It is the heat of national
fedlines. To bri irtterlv enthusiastic about the destinv
of onds countrv. i.e.'to have "comolete fre". ends
in death as the'authorities oooose if and consider it
hostile. On the other hand tfi6 "partial fire" is to be
in between: neither for nor bgainst, neither to
oooose lhe aspressive act ol war-nor to encourase
itl This what-Eills Empson. He chooses a relatiVe
answer for a dominant iuestion. It is the choice that

1V



main.,aincd *.hc dcstructivc fircs of
"waste" and "poison".

One wonders whetfuer t{re choice is justifiqd as
he admits to ire a man oi no brave heart to conAont
authorities. Emoson feels how tenible and wrons
the way he foll6ws. Neverlheless the hard pressurE
on his inind does not make him silent with"'no fire"
for there is alwavs an inner voice" a skin that
shrills" fL.l3) tha[ ooposes the outside authorities.
So much emotions 'fill Empson. whose healthy
DrosDects and effort ooerate inside him- as h-e
Lhorises verse to be the iristrument of li[e.

The ooem ends as it besins with fire of
wounds. tlie "waste" and "ooisoi" result fiom the
sense of continuiw of bloodshed and the reoression
of national fcclinds. This lcads to the loss of histon'-
love and life. He"feels his hearr ""expires" as he is
living but no more leeling alive. The ending could
be s,in-marized as

a note that Empson often strikes-but too
rarelv sus'"ains 1....a conflict betlveen the
habifs of the soohisticated intellisence and
the fears that ii cannot dispel l"the more
confidence placed in the int6llect the more
trasicallv movins is the discoverv of is
hmrtatlon telt to be. . .. I I

To sum uD. the" Missins Dates" sees life as a
choice of instririTents. As a 6nversational poem it
arsues throus.h contradictions and alterhatives.
ArrYthorities chbose war. an emblem ofl the world's
chaos. and Emoson seftles on a non-oatriotic
aoorohch. coldli resoectful of the threatened
ehbrmities. In triinp. to be moderate where others
are intemperate. "A particularity of apprehension is
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perceive in the poem a dift'rsed sense of tonllent"
helolessness and the imoossibiliw of knowledse
a:rd ir-rdsment. It is a oainf,.rl oicti..rre of a mode"m
man"whS sees hirnself rbther a iictim than a leader.

Notes
l. Ouoted bv tan Hamilton. A ooeky Chronicle:

London (Faber and F aber,l cfiF p3T.
2. Ibi4 p.41.

3. See Allan Roadwav- Poetrv of the 1930's
( Lpndon: Longmansi Green ffi-ilCo-ttdll968),
p.r.

4. rbid.

5. lbi4p.10.
6. ibid.
7. rbid.

8. This uncertaintv of tone can be seen in "Courase
Means Runnin6"- he savs" As to be hunt is oefrv
and to be h#d' stuoittiw ".In" lpnorance o'f
Deathu. he soes on 'tt is-one that "most oeoole
should be pftpared to be blank upon."

9.

the



Introdr,lqliqn ( I ond,on : Hcinema,-u-'i978),p.97.

l0.All line references to the Doem are taken from
?ensuine Book ot

,, 
O**-* --BookE
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! ne Journey rn I neooore urersers
Sister Carrie

messenser who usuallv introduces a new Dhase in
the her6's life. The lero mav be afraid or so
throush qeat sufferinp. but' there is alwais
someihins" which sives Yiim hooe. somethins tliat
the hero Eolds on io. an obiect tie i:ses to hel6 him
continue. It saves him ffom beine. drown'ed in
realities. The hero holds on to this"obiect that he
uses as a means for rationalizins his iouiney. At the
end of the ioumey the hero findi; Nirvana or attains
self discov"erv. The hero mav so tfuoush 'fi.rn'. but
later realizes"that it is wron& [nd selfi5h. thoush it
rnay be a necessarv stage inlhe developmcnt oI the
nero.

r.!1t1, q:u.r
i-l}l rJ,i-Jl i.lt



'IJre ior rrnev mav he nr ttsidc /nhrr<inql\ nt
lnslde (sDlntwrl l. and ln both a vehlcle ts needed to
so on tliiS ioum6v. Durins the ioumev the hero mav
Ieel like divine'up and"returhins,. but then hoo'e
comes and mil<eS him so on. -It helos him 'to
overcome the obstacles. fdr hooe is a ndcessiw of
man's nature. Thus the'tJreme 6f mobiliw bec6mes
a maior Dan o[ the ioumev. and the hero feels that
he niust'be alwavs"mobile. for he can settle onlv
when he finds 'Home'. ln American road literanrb
manv authors have used the ioumev oattem in their
wor(s to expound their vie#of lifd, iunong them is
Theodore Dteiser.

In Sister Carrie (1900). the three maior
characters-i[thE novef so on a iburnev: this iouniev
takes the characters io their desfiny. Carolin'e
fuiee'oer who besins as a simole vouns Liri- soes to
Chicaso in se#ch of worli arid eridi as"Carrie
Madeilda a nooular and successful stase actress.
Gcorge Hursb*'ircd who was a well dr?ssed and
pro,sftrous manager of a prestigious Chi,cago saloon
cnds uD as a rasge(L Denruless man wno commlts
suicide'in a cheab-Ne# York hotel: whereas Drouet.
the sinsle minoi character whose'career the novel
spans, Aoth beeins and ends as a shallow but
cbngeinial salesm-an, he is steadi^ly prosper^ous and. so
never has anv reason to contront the forces that
shaoe him.' - The characters' strussle. namelv
Huistwood's. 1o reach their destinatiofileven i[thei
do not arrive. sives the characters sraddeu and w"e
empathize with"them. This is what riakes it tragic.

The novel- which ukes olace in Chicaso and
New York of 1889. besins with Caroline Meeber-
an eishteen vear old rhrl from the countrv. who
leaves" her pdrents' hofise and goes to Chi6dgo in



search of a iob. Thus she beuins her ioumev lbr
economic redsons. We are toldthat she id 'full 6f the
illusions and iqrora-nce of .,',outh" for iir-dii-ru a
better life. Carrie is attractive."intellisent and like! to
surround herself with beautifirl thine"s. which for her
means nice clothes. This can be seeil as the obiect or
ideal that Carrie holds on to. to measure her sticcess,
for the more beautiful clothes she has the nearer she

While on the first staee of her ioumev. Carrie
boarG the train. which is tlie vehicle"that stie uses to
travel from her home to Chicaso and later from
Chicaeo to New York. On the trafn to Chicaso. she
meets-with Drouel who works as a salesmah for a
resoectable lirm. He is a sood natured lellow and
imiresses Carrie bv his slinine clothes and easv
mrinner. Dreiser tells us that Droiet 'bobbed amonL
men. a veritable bundle of enthusiasm - no oowei
worth the name of inteUecl no thous.ht worthy the
adiective noble- no feelinss lons coitinued iri one
stiain'." and we see that Drouet"remains the same
throushout the novel. For a short oeriod Drouet
beconies her companion on the joumey.

Carrie soes to live with her sister Minnie and
is quickly cdnlionted with the harsh realiry of city

of herstases
Catsie with

excurslon

ideals.

the

somethins
dream'an? its

soon

more



conditions for it was a tr-e of ".eat economic
hardshio lor the workins classes. -as seen in the
descriofion of the lives"of the Hansons. Carrie
soendl her first nisht in Chicaso sittins in a rockins
chair sazins at th6 street hshti and drdamins of hei
future: The"rockins chair inotif will recur 6ften in
the novel as when Carrie attains stardom we are told

'r. an
fumishings
lntrmatlon

its

anew. The
ln

Carrie coes to lcok fbr a iob and after manv
rebuffs she Xnds a iob in a shoe factorv with h
salarv of 4.5$. lbur oT which she sives io hel sister'
for her room and board. In splte of the great
disaooointment that faces Carrie she neverthEless
confinues her work until one dav she talls ill and
conseouentlv looses her iob. ButCarrie cannot live
a confinine life in oovertv with her sister. So when
she accide"ntallv nieets frith Drouet on the street
while lookine for another iob. Carrie accepts from
him *re ari'ount of 20$. due to her 'strained
circumstances and asrees to leave her sister's house
and move in with h[n. makins him once aeain her
comoanion. To the Hansons ths is the fall 5nd ruin
ol Carric. Minnie has a dream of Carrie. where the
latter is soins down a coal oit and in soite o[ all
Minnie's"pmiests Carrie gods down even deeper.

\.i



But to Carrie herself this is the first sten to'.^rards her
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risen economically. and she will not act the palt of
the ruined eirl.' Canie eoes with Drouet becailse for
the time he- reoresents fo her comfort. elesance and
easv livine. Iri moral terms this is the'fall-of Carrie.
but'in ecbnomic terms (which is the measure of
success ) it is a steo udwards. Throush Carrie's
seducti<in we can sed ffeser's moral arfibisuitv for
the ouestion of whether what haooens to Carfre is
inde6d bad is left to the reader'd boint of view to
decide. He savs 'in the lisht of the'world's atlitude
toward rvomair and her du"ties. the nature of Carrie's
mental sute deserves consideration. Actions such as
hers are measured bv an arbiaarv scale. Societv
Dossesses a conventioial standard *herebv it iuds.e's
hll thinss All men should be sood a1l *orfr'en
yirtqor.rs',o but leaves the reader. w"onddring whether
this is indeed an applicable m€rxrm.

Drouct. who now olavs the role noi onlv of
companion but also mentoi. has cleared obst'icles
inrni rhe oath aionq which her soirit beckons her.
Her frien&hio with'her neishbor. Mrs. Hale. who is
unaware of Carrie's true"starus as an uninarried
woman- outs Carrie under the Dressure of
oretendine to be married to conform with accented
'social thoueht. For a time Carrie is content with
Drouet becduse she has. at this stase. all that can
make her haoov: fine clothes. abundarit monev and
the attentioir'bf a man, who is to hei the
embodiment of charm. eledant taste and senerositv"
Throuehout the novel we"see that Carri'e's life is
motiva-ted bv strons desires for securiw- wealth
(particularly tlothesf and for pleasure anii'that her
i-nstinct uill suide her towards' these. for iust as her
brief encowrt-er with Drouet on the tiain [ave her a
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the Hansoris eDitomize a fate she must avoid.' '

While vtith Douet Carrie. who is a quick
leamer and readv to oick uo on anv hints foi her
improvement ledms hbw to hold her'head and walk
wiih more elesance and srace. Thus Drouet bv his
comments on ihe womenhe sees around him ais as
her mentor and oreoares her for her next steo uo the
socioeconomic fadder. For this Dumose Dreiser'now
introduces into Canie's lile 'the fieure of
Hurstwood manaser of Hannah and HoqsI elesant
downtown saloonlDrouet introduces HuTStwocil to
Carrie and she instantly realizes that he is a better
man. He is more successful. more oolished and
more clever that Drouet and'much rhore affluent.
Carrie formins her iudsemenls alwavs uoon the
basis of mi'terial " aD-Dearance. c:innoi avoid
comparins the two men bhd decides that Hurstwood
is the strlbnser and hisher. Drieser had modest
ambitions foT the chara-cl.er ol Drouet and these
were met fullv. for Drouet is not monev-centered.
nor does he hhve intellectual depth. Dro'uet was tci
Carrie a means that Iost its value after it had served
its oumose. And Drouet rvho is a simole kind of
man rimains the same throushout for'he did not
possess the rype of character that can be associated
with greatness.

Hurstwood reDresents the tvoical successful
middle class American man. FG is respected
DrosDerous. and married but inwardlv disconfented."
His ielatioi with his wife and children is fallins
apart. and consequentlv he becomes attracted tb
Canie. This aftraction eventuallv becomcs a strons
oassion for which he is willins to leave hE
bomlortable home and secure life."and blinded by

\.1



this oessicn. Ijurst';ocd makes his fatal crror.e' Hurstwood's tall beeins thc moment he
decides to steal the moneyl Once the decision to
take the monev is forced'rrnon hrm althoLrqh he
instantlv realiz6s that it was h mistake. he beEomes
decisiv6 and olans his escaDe wifi Carrie.
Hurstwood. now is Carrie's c6mnanion on the
second stale of her ioumev. Just like Carrie's
association - with Droriet betan aboard a train.
Hursnvood courted Carrie bV takins her out for
carriase rides. and her final decision io cast her lot
with Tlurstwood is made onlv after thev have
boarded a train and are bcins'sweot throris.h the
countrvside. The thett outs" Hurstwood Tn an
unwoi6al. lar.r'lcss frame' of mind. which is a
reoirisite for a oerson who. after havins been lons
conditioned to live within the confines 5f the socidl
order. suddenlv acts to defu it. But his flisht from
discoirtentmeni found him lrnprepared to rEcosrize
the altematives to the kind of life he knEw.'"
However, his employers have put a detective on his
trail and he finallv asrees to 'retr-rm the monev to
escaDe Drosecutidn. Tventuallv Hurshvood'and
Canie chanse their name to Wheeler. oerform a
sham marriaEe of which Carrie is isnoranf and settle
in New Yorkl From *ris climactic Episode the novel
ckonicles *re steadv decline of Hurstwood and the
corresponding rise 6f Carrie. For whatever 'a man
like Hurstwo:od could be in Chicaeo. it is very
evident that he would be but an incSmprehensible
drop in an ocean like New York... Hurstwood was
nornmg.

When thev reach New York Ciw. thev se1
alons lor a while. For a time the novelti bf hdr l-rfe
rvith-Hurstwood enables Carrie to stay 6omDlacent,
but Hurstwood has nol preserved enolgh cdpital to



ensure his survival. His monev dwindles. He and
Carrie muve to smaller .ruar[ers arrci it is soon
evident that Hurstwood cannot provide for her.
Then she appraises lhe qtyle. of hdr ryeighbo. r, Mrs.
Vance, and,$enses the shabbmess ot her hte wtth
Hurstwood.''

Carrie is eventually forced to look for work
and sets a iob as a chonr3 sirl. Asain in moral terms
she ii doiis the wrons tfrns. Eut once more. the
steo towartf ruin is E steo" toward success' for
Cairie. '' For Carrie, becau'se of, what she is, a
creature of instincl draws a ceflain kind of success
to her: whereas Hurstwood, because of what he is,
draws a certain kind of disaster. And he finallv
commits suicide in a cheao hotel askins 'what's th-e
use ?"o Hurstwood is the 6nlv charactei in the novel
u,hose oast home life is told w:ith anv de',ail. We are
told ttrdt he rose lrom bartender to m-anaeer and how
the behavior of his lamilv chanses as aTesult ol his
$owins affluence. Emohasis isaiven tc hiE gradual
Elienatbn iiom his familv- and lhese details"enable
'.he reader to emoathizd u'ith HurstwooC' which
makes his lall a 't-asic one. Throush the' life of
Huntwood. Dreiser cE ti ci zes Ameri cin material ism
an{ throueh his tragedy, sympathizes with its
victims.

So closely was Dreiser attuned to the most
fundamental fo-rces at work in American society, for
examnle. the obsession with success. with uo*ard
mobiliw. and the lack of concem for the fail&l and
the unf6rtunate. '' ln the story of Hurstwood. Dreiser
found an almost ideal inan and siruation to
eoitomize the essence of earlv twentieth century
iidustrial America.'o In this nofel Dreiser attemptetl
to provide a picturc of conditions prevailing iri the



American life of his time. and set out to describe
American values for what he had tbund to be. and
he found them materialistic to the core."'The
money ideal . was exposed. as. tle great motivating
DUTDOSe OI llle rn tne Llnlteo :! nes. wnere one s
hfflilence determined the deeree of creature
comforts that one misht eniovl the measure of
orestis.e one misht claim. and ihe extent of social
boweione mislit commahd. In all of Sister Carrie
there is not "one character whose sErus-ls nol
determined economicallv. He saw life as beins.
dominated bv material forces with the drives loI
oower and m-onev as suDreme. and man as beins the
buooet of these 'forcesl a mere wiso in the #ind
wliith tlroush sheer aciident determined the fate of
man castind a few uo and manv down and in the
process ,prdducing *ild undes6rved exuemes of
tortune. '"

Hurstwood's decline is oresented with sreater
comDassion 5u1 rvith irony 'too: his theft -of the
mon'ey is both accidental and deliberate: his
subsebuent breakdown is the oroduct both of
enviroirmental forces and personal inadequacy.''
After her first moral fall Calrie slides even'deeber
when she runs awav with Hurstwood who iS a
married man. Hurstwood had no svmoathv for men
who fell throush oassion and cons6oubntli will find
no sympathy fforh others when he il facell with the
samE piedicament. Thus Dreiser shows us that all
the chiracters in the novel are determined bv forces
over which thev have no control and thev are
oowerless to starid asainst these forces. Thev live in
a materialistic sociefi that resoects onlv mofiev. in a
city that crushes th6 weak. [n the en'd Hurshvood
who was a successful and prosperous manager, due
to the social. cconomic hnd 'even psychblogical



fllrces that acf rrrmn him ends his davs as a rassed_; ,_ I' trr I w.,
olo .qamp m New Y orK_; ano nnary ne commlB
surclde.

'J'hcrcas Camc. '*'hosc instinct for sun'ival
saves her from ooverw and harsh livine helos her to
avoid a similar'fate ahd leads her to s"ucceis in the
end. Carrie who believed that wealth brinss
haooiness finallv realizes that thev are n-ot
svhbnvmous and'that in soite of all thd luxurv that
slgrounds her there is still'something missing in her
life.

It does not take monev lons. to make
olain its imDotence- ' orovidins the
esires are in' the realm of aff&tion.

With her one hundred and fiftv in hand
she could not think of- nothins.
oarticularlv to do. In itself. .. it was E
ilivertins thins for a few davs. but this
soon pa3sed.."- It began to dppear as if
this Were not so startfinslv necbssarv. to
maintain her nresent staTel If she wah'ted
to do any*ring betterrpr move higheq
she must have more...

Dreiser hints that this thine may be provided
bv Ames. the third male fieureln Carries'life. but
tlie question remains un5nswered. She kriows
alreadv that materialism is not enoush. His role
beconies to exolain to her whv she has-feelinss that
disquiet her, arid not to engender such feelingsf

This feeline of uuest will awaken in Carrie
also. as Ames vfrshes- a renewal of the ioumev of
the spirit which she has forsaken on thd misriken
and ilneasy assumption that she has aftained her
destiny. Yet the lasf passage of the book owns to the



nrohahilitv that flerrie in her qearch for firll
'_-_ r -_---i,

teaiization. is doomed to disaooointment. Even
when thev attain their immediatd aims- Drieser's
protagoniits never fmd happiness. They find merely
that thelr conceot.ot what'ionstlh]tes haooiness has
been inadeouat6.'' Carrie comes to near'knowledse
of the empfiness of the material state to which she
aspires. .'-$ire had never achieved what she had
expected.'--

At the end of her ioumey. Carrie moves slowlv
toward acceotance of Narure throush a oainstakin-q
succession <if soals. 'Chicaso. Nefi Yorlc Droueil
Hurstwoodl thE world of falhion and the world of
staee - these were but incidens. Not them but ttrat
whTch thev reoresented she lonsed for. Time oroved
the reores"entdtion false'." Carfie's actual sdal had
been tirritv with nature and hel nearest aoordach to it
was mad6 her cravins for beauw. Canid has failed
to find haooiness in tlie attainment of these soals not
because s'h'e has forfeited her virtue to attdn them.
but because the eoals themselves were unworthv:
ihe fault then ii not hers. but sociew's.'" Sfid
understands this much at the novel's end. She does
not find her home, but will continue to search for it.

ln the end we are left with the impression that
althoush she has not achieved the haooiness that she
thouslit accomoanied the success thlt she now has.
she #ill continrie to search for it.
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A Street Car Named Desire
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Abstract:
Tennessee Williams in A Sfreet Car Named

Desire examines the comDrehensl vntffie offie
Zflh-centurv ar1s. the search for identiw .the
ioumcv towards meanins. He insists that ttre
fi:ncti6n of drama is to exri6se man's hidden nature-
to reach out his motives ahd to help him find modd
of salvation.Williams in this olav' deals with two
worlds. the first is the world of illusion reoresented
hv Bldnche Du Bois a hvnersensitive tharacter.
w1ro from a shock in her 'earlv marriase is madd
unable to face realitv. She folloivs a dreafn fivins to
find shelter and secririw in marriase or with 6 m"ale.
She takes a sffeet car iamed desi"re to arrive at her
sisterrs house in a nlace called Elvsian Fields.lt is an
actual but svmbolic ioumed sussestins that
Blanche will 'travel tor.iards tlesire'?nd i6en to

fashioned romanticisl and a bit of self-
characterization and analvsis of his olavs reveal a
certain romantic outlook.'lf bv romdnti'c we mean
veamins backward in time to h world where ideals
6l gentlliry and gentleness flourished and were
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defended- we can see that he shares with his
characters corrirlon characteristics. This notion is
strensthened bv a statement the olawwisht once
made" in an inierview, he said : "l'arir coi.rpulsive
writer because what i am cioins is creatins an
imaeinary world into which t cari retreat frori'*re
world bdcause.-...... I have never made adjustment
to the real world" .

This statement is a maior clue to an
understandins of the olawwisht lnd his characters
because manV of his bhdracte"rs. as Blanche in this
olav- are dleamers- hishlv sensitive. neurotic.
ilndtile to adiust theniselvEs [o the harsh'realities of
the world. "
Part One- In u

A Street Desire 1947 is one of

Orleans sfeetcar routes to susgest the central theme
of his olav . Blanche . the'blav's main character
takes a stieetcar named desire 'and takes another
narned Cemeteries to arrive at her sisters homes in a
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Dresent-dav world reoresented bv Stanlev. Since the
blav is s6en throudh a serie( of cofifrontations
ben'veen Blanehe " and Stanlev. one should
understand some of the differenced 6etween the two
worlds . the hypersensitive world of Blanche and
the brutal worldbf Stanley.

Part Two- The Worlds of Blanche and Stanlev
The most obvious differences betw6en the

world. of Blanche Du Bois and Stanley Kowalski
lies iir the diversiw of their backerbunds. We
immediatelv recos:i2e that the very n-ame Du Bois
and Kowalski cbntrast. Williami has besan to
sketch the personality by a nationality assoiiation.
We assum6 Du Boi"s t6 be an arist6cratic name,
oossiblv one with a oroud heritase. A Du Bois
houicirft be found working in a steef miil, as woulti
Kowalski. Blanche once s;'ys :

Blanche:It's a French name. It means woods
and Blanche means white. so the two
together Mean white woods. Lik-e an
orEhard inspring ! You can remember
it by that. '

(Scene One)
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He eares nothins for the tradition of the place but
onlv its finane ill value. Monev to his iv-r-e is a
oo*er that can buv some basic'wants or 6leasures
bf life. This sives him a tvoe of animal stioerioritv
to the worici"oi peopie ( iiiie the Du Bois)'who <i6
not understand' th6 value of monev and *ren
become destitute. This is the opp<isite of the
delicate and ethereal Blanche. Sheii delicate. and
sensitive . She is culrured and intellisenr she cdnnot
understand wlgar remarks or lulgar"actibns.

Blanche:........I don't understand what
haooened to Belle Reve but don't vou
knbw how ridiculous vou are beiris
when vou sussest tha[ mv sister oil
or any'one of6'ur familv 'could have
perpdtrated a swindle oh ruI^ol:.q[:^,

\ovtrrE I ru\,L/

Blanche:I bousht ftis adorable little colored
oaoerJantem at Chinese shoo on
ldurbon. Put it qver the light bub!
Will you please?

(Scene Three)

Stanley and Blanche. as individual
representatives of these two worlds show even
mbre contrast in ther personalities, The use oicolor
differs remarkablv. Stanlev needs vividness to
orove his ohvsicall manho<id. He is oresented asnCoarse anld 'direct and oowerful as 'the orimaw
colors". Blanche. on the'other hand shuirs loutl
shades and selecis pastels or white. The directness
of brieht colors reoulses her .i.e. she does not like
the bri'sht colors which show iealitv but she orefers
dimnest, muted. muffled tone' which 'reflect
illusion. (Staton Ed. Tennessee Williams: A
Collection of Critical Essays. p JO)-



Sto''lprr ic <irrrnle cfraiohifnnverd and honpsf
rteto"lfr u:tiiiicitfr iiie-ulrttfi'e"6;iJfi emUlli3iied
truth. while Blanche-Duts: "A sailv- colored DaDer-
lantein on the harshhess of truth". On the'other
hand Stanlev abhors the oaper lantem. He accepts
it for nothin's other than h fie and detests Blanche
for deceivin'p others wittr it. This conflict is
irresolvable $6cause it orisinates in the essence of
their oersonalities. To con-cede to the othels view
enuil3 self- destruction. This is also seen as a
svmbol. which is freouenl.lv used bv Williams in his
einohasis of the essehtial differenc'es in the worlds.
Lifit reoresens the realiw Stanlev lives bv and the
hafthneis Blanche musl softefi, Stanl6y faces
realiw and the wav the thinss are. he does not
delude himself into' believine".thev are somethine
else. Blanche did that once rihen she saw the trutfi
about her vouns husband and it heavilv broke her.
Since theri she 

-has retired into a world of shadow
and illusion. lf she must have alieht- she orefers
candle lieht because she does not likeio see'thinp.s
clearlv" The lisht in her room is too stronp - sh'e
coveri it with'a oaoer lantem. Hence . this" is the
onlv wav in whicli she can cooe with Stanlev's
vulbar wirrl{ but his world forbidb it.

Blanche: ...And then the searchlieht had been
tumed on the world was-tumed off
as,ain and never for one moment since
h5s there been anv lisht that's'
sffonger than this:kitEhen calrdle _.

(Scene Six)
Blanche orefers the dim illusionarv world of

semi darkness' in the first meetinp betileen Stella-
her sister, and Blanche . Blanch-e tells Stella to:
"Tum that over-light offl" her lear of light is seen to



be conneeted with the death other first husband and
her fear of beins ioo closelv exarrined in the cold
hard world of reElirv . The r6aders are also aware of
Bla-nche's patholoeical need to lie. She lies to Mitch
Staniev's triencl a-bout her reason ior visirins. Steiia
and a6out her ase . She does not want to'[ell the
truth . she lives In darkness and wants everv thins
about her to be dim and hidden as she sa'vs tha'i
these are only little illusions that a womafi must
create:

Blanche: I don't want real ism. I want maqic !
Yea- ves. masic ! I trv to sive thEt to
oeoole. I'misFeoreserit thifius to them.
I doht tell the tiuth. I tell wlat ousht
to be truth. And if that is sinful, th-en
let me be damned for it! -

(Scenel.Jine)

Stanley lives in a basic. fi.rndamental world
which allorirs for no subtleties and no refinements.
He is the man who [kes to lav his cards on. the
table. Bv more sensitive peopl6 as Blanche he is
seen as 6ommon. crude. and virlear. He is descnbed
bv Blanche as the ' bestial.- and brutal and
d6termined to destroy that which is not his. He is
described like the st<ine age savage bringing home
the meet from the kill

Blanche: He acts like an animal. has animal's
habits! Eas like one, moves like one,
talks like one! There is even some-
thins-sub-human-somethins not ouite
to th"e stag of humanity ye{I... _'' ' (Scene Four)

Love is essential to both worlds, but has
entirely different significance for each. Stanley



needs love to sa-tisfo his oh..,sical desires . To him it
is the ohvsicai ait of io've no more. Blanche's
sensitiviw'is the kev to her aooroach to love . She
needs so'me one n6t to fulfill her basic ohvsical
ciesires but to Drotect her. Her conceDt of lo've is on
a hisher level than Stanlev's. Shunnihs the brutaliw
a4d"animalily of a Kowa'lski, she seq.'ks some.ffi
of communrcatlon . some caDaclw lor devotlon .

Desire isn't the lustful oassiori thaf Stanlev resards
iL but it is a soiritual n'eed She needs sec'uriti and
pi-otection for' her sensitivities against the iough
edges other surroundmgs.

Blanchc:l wanl to rest! I want to breath quietly
asain! Yes-I want Mitch....verv badlv!
J[st think: ifit happens! [ can leave '
and not be anyonEt problem

( Scene Five)
Part Three- The Attraction between Blanche and
Mitch

Blanche's first hope iies in Mitch. when she
first meets him she real"rzes that he is th'e man who
can eive her a sense of belonsins and he is also
captiVated bv her eillish charmsl Bbth are lonesome
oebole who couftl oossiblv hnd haooiness with
bach other. Blanche believet that she fias found in
him the kindness she so desoeratelv needs. He is the
straw which she is clasoinE for sb as to keeo her
from drownins. Then lrrfitcliforces her to admit her
Dast and with ilris revelation- Blanche is denrived of
her chief attribute. that is'her illusions'and her
Dretense. Mitch forces her under the lisht and this
hct has multiole sienificance. First on ihe realistic
level - Blanche hai deceived Mitch about her ase
and thc lisht reveals. Blanche's deceotion. TEe
revelation oTthis deception leads to other'deception.
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ever sintA her youns husband shot himself. Thirs.
Blanche has paSsed rr*er life in semi- darkness and to
be forced intb the lisht makes her violate her inner
nature. Third beinE forced into the lisht here
symbolizes the reVelation of the truth about
Blanche's Dast life. She has tried to conceal her life
of dissipation and when Mitch forces her under the
lishr it is the same as makins her realize and
c6nf6ss her past life. And fourth". Blanche's whole
theorv of litins involves masic and illusion. She
does'not want'realism . InstE'ad . she prefers the
mas.ic of illusion. And rarher tlran the'truth. she
live-s lor what ousht to be . Thus fiorcins Blanche
into the lisht males her see thinss in Their uslv
realism . That makes her see howJrer life actuaflV
wa*s instead of how it oueht to have been forced t6
admit all of her oas. Afte1 hearinp her confessions-
Mitch aliprls himself with the frorld of Stanlev
asainst Bldnche's world. fMiller. Twentieth Centuri
Interpretation of A StreetCar NarnE-Desul , pl4J)-

Mitch:lbu are not clean enoush to brine in
the house with my motfr'er _

(Scene Nine)
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Blanche:Thev told me to take a street - car
naiii6d deshe. zul(i then transfer to one
called Cemeteries and ride six blocks
and get off at- Elysian Fiel{s!

( Scene One)

aDDeaftmce. Her actions also sussest the flutterine
oFa delicate moth. And as a moth-is often attracted
bv lisht and conseouentlv wiil be killed bv the heat.
lajterl'*'e will see that Blanche is afraid o'f the liehi
and'when Mirch forces her under the light this
begins Blanche's destruction

Blanche:I can't stand a naked lieht bulb. anv
more than I can a rude iemark tir a'
wlgaraction.

(Scene Three)

She does not want to see thins.s clearlv but
wants all uslv truths covered over w,r=th the breautv
of imaeinatioh and illusion. The lieht in her room is
roo sh6ng for her, so she coveri it with a paper
lantem.

Part Four- Stella as a Means of Bringing the Two
Worlds Toeether
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Wiiiia,r:rs has creareci Steiia. By simpiy havins her
rnarried to Stanlev and bv hbvine' iier Blan*ches
sister. Williams th6n createS the peifect oDDortunity
of bineine'.hese iwo oooosin'E *'orlds 'tr-'eeilrir
under o"ne "roof. Stella is '-'then -a vital oart in the
shue.ele ben veeh these two worlds . and'she is also
the ffidge between these two worlds.

The contrast between the two sisters, Stella as
normal. haoov and averase woman. Blanche as the
refined' hvirbisensitive bEcomes olivious after the
arrival of ' Blanche. Stella is a healthy woman
adiusted to reality and happy in hef physicat
reiation with her htisband.

Stella:Latelv vou been doins all vou can think
of to"nib her the wrofrs wiv. Stanlev.
nnd Blanche is sensitiVe ariri vou'vdthat
Blanche and I sew uo undefverv
different circufr stanc6s than vou'did.

(Siene Seven)

Stella comes from Blanche's refined. educated
and sensitive world, She has therefore. attained a
mixture either consciouslv or unconsciouslv she has
not allowed a sentle'and refined nhture to
comoletelv disaodear simolv because she has
accebted Stanlev'dnd all that 6e stands for. Nor has
she allowed hei uobrinsins io stand in the wav of
eniovins life with'her ffiw"and lustv husband. She
hzE iatlier combined both worlds irito one and has
shown that these two aDDzrent oooosites are. if not
comoatible. at least iciexist ab[e. The oioblern
between thb play's two main characters se'ems not
to be the irreioncilable words which thev represent
but the risidiw and inflexibilitv of Sianl6v and
Blanche in"rheir reDresentative aftitudes ( D<iwner,
Fiftv Years of Ameiican Drama 1990-1950.p.87)

\ IT



The nla',, iS- therefO.e caan ac , cp"iec nf
con fr &;itio; d' 6'.t* Jii' "' s 6iii; **fr " -SA;,i.y

reDresentatives of the Nvo worlds. The first
ericounter occurs at the enC of scene one whenl
Stanlev asks Blanche ouestions about her earlier
marria'pe with the vodns bov. Thus." Stanlev's
roush."common bruial ouEstiofis end bv hittins 6n
the in6st sensitive asoecf ol Blanche's o'ast lifelher
marriase with the v6une bov. Stantey's animalism
almosfdestrovs Bl'anche-s sdnsibilitie's even in the
first meetins.' Hence. the conflict is between the
oversensitivE aristocratic world of Blanche and the
brutal. realistic Dresent- dav world reoresented bv
Stanlev. The sechnd encounler is nresehted in scen'e
two. Stanlev asks Blanche ouestitrns about the loss
of Belle R6ve He iustifies his susoicion bv savins
that Stella is soiis to have a babv. The third
encounter come-s in*scene three when'she fums on
the radio and besins a little walu" Stanlev charses
into the room 6hd tfuows the radio olrt of Ihe
window . Here Blanche is the witness to the animai
hrutalitv and the coarse hehavior of Stanlev the
violenc'e he oemetrates is totallv alien to Blariche's
understandiris. 'The fourth ericounter comes in
scene seven" when Stanley beeins to compile
inf,ormation about Blanchd's nd3t lile and has
assembled a list of all the lies that Blanche has told
him . Stanlev must Dresent her oast life to his wife
so tliat she'can determine whb is the suoerior .
When he. has his information accumulatetl he is
convinced that however common he is . his life and
his past are far superior to Blanche's. Stanlev is now
ready for his fural confrontation with Blanche since
he c-annot tolerate illusion or make believe. He is
the realist and must have his cards on' the table.
Thus. he must according to his nature destroy all

\Yi
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(Scene Ten)
Part Five- Blanche's Rape and Destruction

Stanlev raoes Blahche- assumins that she had
intimacies ivith'stransen in the oast "and one more
man would not mattar. But- Blanche sives herself
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Blanche is not strons enoush to defend herself
aEairrst this hostile Tbrce. -she recosrizes that
Sbnley's world is degtructive to peopE like her ,
she sa!,s other husband :

Blanche: I hurt him the wav tlrat you would
like to hurt me but vou can.....' (Scene Six)

But in actualiw. Stanlev will be able to destroy
her rather easilv. 

- Blanch6 also recoenizes th-e
difference betw6en the two worlds -when she
Dresents Stanlev the collected oaoers of Belle Reve
and thinks tha't it is fittins thdir oaoers for the
aristocratic home should n"ow be 'rn' his brutal
hands. At the end of the encounter. it is Blanche
who is left tremblins and shaken bv the encounter
because she is to6- delicate. too'sensitive, too
refined and too beauti ful to'live in the realistic
world. Her illusions have no place in the Kowalski
world and when the illusions were destroyed
Blanche was also destroyeci

As Bianche is unable io lace reaiitv she poes
on lookins for somethins thar would r6lieve'her.
She has uEnsferred all hei life-hope from Mitch to
illusionary gentleman whom she i's sure will phone
her:

Blanche:If anvone calls while lam bathins
take the number and telt them call
right back

(scene eleven)

When the doctor calls, she takes him to be the
gentleman she is waiting for :

Blanche:ls it for me then It is the sentleman I
was expecting from Dall#?" (scene eleven)

\,(1



Blanche has been fbltowins a dream. which is
beyonci fuifilimenr until at the Enei she chooses to
withdraw from realiw to a orivate world of insaniw.
We see her at last irnabld to distineuish bewedn
realiry and illusion. eivme herseii toTJte care of the
doctrir with a child fike cbnfidence and simoliciw .
The utterance of farewell lines has been memoraSle
in the modem theatre:

Blanche: Whoever vou are I have alwavs
depended on tlie kindn?ss of strang6rs.

(Scene Eleven)
Part Six- The Conclusion

Williams in A Street Car Named Desire deals
with a hvnersensffishock
in her eailv marria.se is made unable to face realitv.
Sire follows a drdam. trvins. to find shelter arid
security in marriase or wih d'mate. At the end she
fails to fulfill her tlream and finds refuee in a world
of insaniw. Williams examines the co=morehensive
theme oi the 20th century arts. the bearch ior
identitv. the ioumev towarcls mehnins. He insists
that tlie fimition oT modem drama is to expose
man's hidden nature. to reach out his motives.'and
to helo him find a rnode of salvation. The author
displais an exceedins interest in human affairs and
corhodssion for life'snictims. In this olav Williams
anacks the destructive forces of mo'dein life that
have shattered the traditional values and have
rendered the older civilization. Hence. the olav is an
indirect attack on the American civilizaticin 6nd its
eflbct on some of its citizens in suppressing,
distorting and frustrating them .
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ltt tr t uuuttut!
Translation orooer is not simolv a orocess of

transferrins words. bhrases and e'xriressions from
rho 

"..r 
r"n."lanrn rarie' (QI \ intn thc farrret lqnorraoc

fii-ri.-riit'.ili%;fil;"(;;;#i,iIF,ii'ifr iff s*Foi
ilre ' closest linsuistic 6ouivalents between "two
lansuases. The- ultimate' eoal of translation is
me5nin"s. which forms its eslence. Thus. translation
orooer -involves the rendition of linzuistic and
bxtralinsuistic orooerties of the SL tefi (hereafter
SD into"the TL T6xt (hereafter TT). Dffeiences of
culture can cause more serious comDlications in
translation than do linsuistic differentes. Cultural
differences and differeit knowledse of the world
can lead to unnaturalness in the'l-[. Translators
mav face the oroblem of not findins a
co#esnondinp TL' ecruivalent item- that ha{ an
equiviilent cu'ltural furiction. which is problematic.
Thus. translation is not only an intellectual and
creative Drocess ol'linquisticdllv ta:rs!'enins an ST
into a TT but also in"volves a' specific socfal and
cultural ccntext that informs dnd structures it.
Therefore. translation is a doublv comolex Drocess.
since it irivolves two different l'aneuaAes ahd *reir
rwo different culhrres. However."a finzuisticallv
comrEtent translator should be able to Eolve anv
linsiistic nroblematic areas in the text. It is tht:
cuffural orbblems that cal oemlex him/ her. if not
well acq'uainted witlr the iultirral backgrounds of
both, theSl and the TL.
What is Culture?

To besin with. Culture in anthrooolosv- is an
all encomolssins tdrm. referrins to *iree Siihcioal
areas of ineanifi's:(l)'Culture "rs an evolutionlrv
gpJcept; (2) a de"sin"ptive concept; (3) a mode o'f
llfe.

lr.
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The

stic situation of
refer to the

exhalinsuistic class of features as metalinsuistic or
oaralindristic However. the term'extra'finsuistic
Ieaturel is used seneiallv here to refer tb anv
Dropefties of 'e'xtralinetistic situations'. an[l'spebificallv to refer proD-erties of communication.
f-ollowins 

- Crvstal ( 1985: I I 7 ). who defines it as
..not clefflv ahalvsable in lineiiistic tenns".

Cultuial diffbrences antl different knowledse
of the world can lead to the production "of
translations marred with errone6us conceDts.
different semantic fields and diflerent Drasrnatics:
Even universal conceDts. e.s.. culture. civilrzation.
democracy, etc., may inV<ilve different mental
connotatiohs in diflErent languages and thei
cuitures.

Tvps of Culture- ' Every cultural communitv has its own socio-
culnrral iystem which either differs from or
overlaps, -to some extent. with other systems.
Differ6nt areas of activity , q .S.,. rituals , beliefs,
customs. etc.. create vanatron m cultures.

Culture mav be viewed in terms of comoonent
pattems .and c<in{iguration^s, eg.,. cultural' trais,
areas and tvnes: rn terms of rnstltutlonal strucfurcs.
e.s.. social'drsanizations. svstems and laws. and iri
teE:rs ofl norm"s and functiois, e.g., religious'beliefs,
customs, etc.

However. Nida
classical classification of
culture; (3) social culture;

(1964l.46 Droposes a
( I ) ecplqgy; (2)' material
(4) rellglous culture; and

In
on the

th ic

sense,



(51 lincuistic cult'_re. The !att_er_ i.e _ (5) is
iedundait since it is emixdded in'ali the lormer
tvDes.

Meanwhile. Aziz ( 198 I :46) catep.orizes
culrure into four woes (l) ecolow: (2) materiai
culture. e.s. scieitific 'tdrminolo"Eii:' (3t social
culnre anfl(4) ideolow. which seeii* riminiscent
of Nidas clas\ifrcation* '

ln this paper. the notion of culture is that it is a
comDonent 'of the extalinsistic level. which
involves asDects in the world Eevond lansua-se- but
has its behrines on it. Failur6 to trafislaTe the
extralinzuistic - propeflies may break down
commuiication *ith the address-ee. Such a failure
can be dqrnug,.ng. to the target (TT) through
rnstances ol amblgurty and even vagueness.

The
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Fior rre 11 ) The Comnonents of the's '-.- l-"r. ';-- ':',.ri'-- EitralinguistibLevel

Pragrnatics

Knowledge ofthe Word

Ecological lnstitutional

Cultural Social

Knowledee of the World
KnoVvledee of the World is essential in

determinine tEe meanins of an utterance. It is
formed of various asrEcls- included linsuistic
knowledse. socio-cultural. oolitical and relisious
beliefs, lEvbl ofeducation dge, sex, etc. SiniE the
knowledpe of the world variEs from one Derson to
another. "praernatic association also differ hom one
oerson i6 ai'other. No communication is oossible
irnless interlocutors share a backpround knowledpe.
which is formed of knowledee"of the world aid
accumulated experience, sinde understanding is
knowledse-based.

Theiefore. it is safe to infer that the orocess of
fanslatins involves: (l) formins a reoresdntation of
the intendhe meaniid in a teixt (the role of the
addresser) afrd (2) deEodine the ri:oresentation of
the addresser's intended mEaning (he role of the

\lr
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addresser)- In both cases. the extent of
uncierstariding is lietermineci by the exteni oi the
knowledge ofthe World.
The ecolosical Subcomponcnt

The Ecolosical knowledse is derived from the
individual's nafiral environrnEnl which determines
the understandins and classification of *re obiects
in the world, whiEh have their bearing on the notion
of the sienifi er/sienifi ed.

Lafisuape i6 considerablv influenced bv its
ecolosv ihd"acouires its meahinss from it. liida
fi96f9l) observes ttrar the ex#emiw of world
ecolosicdl variations often create ionsiderable
diffic[ltv in findins some eouivalence in terms
which d6sisnate sucE ecolosical features.

This " observation i! applicable to the
ecolopical differences of the s6oenaohtcai sittir-rss
betr,ve"en the Arab world "anE Britain. Tfie
differences and the exhemitv of weather made the
A-k. d^,..1 rho E!.;ri"1' .,ia.,, -tl"- zlifflronrl.,
and mirror a different outlook and connotation's
',"hrro'.iEh lang.uas.e. Peiorative connotations'ulrat'rhe
horrelated fua6ic exbressions and the cold-related
English expressions tiear are due to the unbearable
winter for the British, e.g., a--+r !:-j,i- i.e., he was

overwhelmed by grel o*\1 ;,--, i.e. became very
ansry. etc., sive somebody the cold shoulder. i.e..
sn66 him;'h'ave cold feet i.e.. feel afraidl throw
cold water on a nlan. i.e.- discourase iL etc-
Meanwhile. the Aiabii barid lcoldY and ie
synonymous and related expressions arci favorable
to the Arabs, e.9.. .Jr-r.-^" aI. i.e., to feel overjoyed
for something (literally m! bosom became iced);

\rt



-*)t ,-__+j J-r, i..., a ha,opy man (literallv. a man
wfiose evc are cooled). etc.

Ho'wever, the trnglish lexical item warm and
is.i;abic equivalent;rit-., both inaply a capaciS for
feeline and expressinq love. care and attention. e.s..
He is'a warm'hearteil Derson. i.e., sympathetic: fti
warmto one's worlq i.e., became 6ag6r; he was
warmly received, i.e., was welcomed vs. ijil) a,L,!l,

i.e., a beautiful smile,3it: c,-p, beautiful voice, etc.
Aziz (1982:12) observes that when the word
'summbr' in Shakesoeare's sonnet No. 18- for
instance. ShalI I comriare thee to a summer's dav is
rendered in to nmbic it leads to a loss in meadne
and beaury and thus would spoil tlre original verbal
rmage.

The Institutional SubcomponentThis Subcomponent covers man-made
svstems. rules. terins. labels. etc. Followins
Newmark ( 198 [: 7G75). orooer fiames- institutionaJ
and cultural terms s6lde 'into eacli other. He
classifies this Subcomoonent into five catesories ( I )
proper narnes. (2) historical institutional tErms. 131
intelmational institutional terrns. (4) national
institutional terms. and (5) cultural temis.

However- in this o-aoer- cultural terms are dealt
with as a seoarale' SubbomoonenL which is
classified under lhe ecolosical s'ubcombonent. This
difference is attributed to a difference in
perspective. Newmark.argues. that pro.per names and
culfural terms are lnstlfutronal slnce the two
categories involve terms,. which reler to persons,
obrects- Drocesses. etc.. m a slven soclo-culhffal
coirununity. He distinguishes ilrat the former has

) f .



sinsular referen
ofdntities.

ces while &e latt-er refrr to classes

by their abbreviations, e.g., UN;-\,':tl r-!t, nnC i-+"
arUalt a"r;!r , and/or acronyms, e.g., UNESCO a-!:,
6si.ll c,y] i-uit tiu:Jt, lll_, f=LrJt, NATO JLi.rL
,r-Lt!t.,etc.- 

The stratesv of translatins institutional terms is
that narnes shb'irld not be Fanslated unless the
meanins or the connotation is imoortant to the
maq5agE If a translator b in d<iubt r^egarding
rnsuhrtlonai terms. ranscnDtron rs saler than
translation. An exarhple of an'error is the translation
of some traffic signs posts, e.9., i-r---l.rlt :Lr;' into New
Baghdad"

The Social Subcomoonent
Lakoff (1972:2211 utd Aziz (1990:59-60).

who follows' the fonirer. Dropose a scale 6f
measurement of social absMct 'concepts. both of
which are reminiscent of Zade's Fuz4 logic
system.

Figure (2) Measuring an absffact Concept

Etc()
Min imal
degree

Etc(+)
Maximal
degree

+
Average

\11

it is the cultural

rituals.
should

etc.

have
e.g.
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hospitalitv because its connotation is that there is no
rncre tc offer. Moreover. if one intends to embark
on settins out or doins'somethins and some one
sneezes 5nce. an Iraqi person aE'stains from the
plan, because the one Snebze means prohibition and
patience r--* sa_f , while two sneezes connotes an

urge to go ahead.+lJ)
Such cases are problematic in translation. A

visitor at anv mealtinie in Britain could simolv be
denied enrv'bv the exoression "sorrv. we are'iri the
middle of lun'ch'. wliich is acceothble there. but
would bv rather' insultins in the Arab #orld.
Moreovei. a slass of water 5r at best a cuo of coffee
or tea is rathEr sulEcient to offer to a viiitor in the

such as

slnce

concepts
are

mean
even

north,
etc.

would not

OITE L
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West, but not in the Arab World" where a visitor is
us'.nllv s'eeted with a varierv of offerins.

SoEial conduct can create stumblffis blocks in
hanslation since it hinders the c.opprehension of
sorciai irehavior and norms in riiiibrent cuiures.
Intercultural understandins can be reached bv a
recosrition of their differeices. Similarities usuirllv
surffie throush a cross-examination of thb
differences.

Truth values
Tru'rh values are oenonal iudsrnenls- which

verv from one Derson'to anoth6r. Even riersonal
tnrth values ma.v chanee bv time oi because of
inference. belief{- exoen-ence'- conviction- etc.- thus-
knowledge of ttie *orld haii its impait on'tutli
values. "

Truth-conditional semantics maintains that
meanine can be defined in terms of the real world
conditiolns, under which a sentence may be used to
express a true statement. Truth- ' conditional
semantics belons to formal semantics. which refers
to analysis in.tefos_of tpth condition of a logical
svstemCrvstal (1985: 3 l8)." Lvoris (1981:170-l7l) observed that Formal
semant'ics ii regarded as complementary to

ofthe
and

rn

nal



pragxatics, lvhich is th" port of mcaning -,Iat is not
irurEly trutli-conditional.'
The Lilrguistic vs,. Extra Linguistic kvels

I ne oasrc olrerence between me llngulstlc
and the extralinsuistic levels and their bearii-ss on
meanins is thaf the former is derived frorfr the
intemaf- relationshio bemreen the linzuistic items.
while the latter inriolves the extemal"relationshios
between: (1) the linsuistic items. (2) the lansuaLe
users. (3) ihe addresler's intended in'eanine. (?) tfie
addresiei's intemretation. ( 5) the coiltext of
situation. which'determihes the siuation-aliw-
soecific meanins. and (6) intertextualiw '(
Beaugrande and Eftbsser- 19$:9-l l).
. .ThuS, it is safe to infer^that tinslation proper
rnvolves lrnsurstlc asDects of an utterance l.e. text-
Drescnted kri'owiedse-'as well as the extra lineuistic
Lomoonents whicli mao the orasmatic me5ninp.
baset on the translator's kno*ledse of the world
(lncludins ilre cuiturai knowledue)-and the texiual
meanine'6ased on t}e conceptf b[ cohesion and
coheren"ce .

Hatim and mason (1990:237-2381 observe
that communication is basier between people
belonsins to thc same culture and lanzuase. since
there -rs I constant.use of strategies, *hictr secure
coooerative interaction' This notion suDDort Nida ( 1964: l6o. I 6l ) who
areues that linsuistii and cultural distance can be
orbblematic in Tianslation since culture-soecifics- in
base of cultural distance. mav be alieh to other
culn-ral communities- He'maifitains that failure in
aoorooriate rendition mav lead to instances o[
iriGrfErence and observes'that the more culturallv
distant are the SL and TL the more translatioh
problems are faced.



This leads to the conclrrsion t-hat a translator
shouici be Iincuisticaiiv and exraiineuisticailv
comDetent in the SL and TL. to be- able ti>
repr6duce the equivalent meaning and connotations
ol- the ST into'the l'I. tor rir'stance. Arabic rs
loaded with exoressions of cultural and relieious
connotations. Anv attemot to force such conlepts
on the TT would lead' to instances caused by
cultural gaps.

Connotations and Communicative Value
The connotative meanins involves the

emotive and evaluative mearu"ng of a word.
Palmer{1976:13.64) associates mdanins involves
the embtive anil evaluative meanins oT a world.
Palmer (1976:13.64) associates it ffth cosnitive
meanins'and arsiles ihat it also refers to the sTvlistic
or evefr the fialectal ,iifferences, and '*fren a
connotation o[ a world becomes distasteful it is
reolaced bv euohemism. Leech( I 981 : I 4- I 6 )
ddflnes the c6nnotaiive meanins in terms of r,,,hat it
refers to. which involves v"arious non-criterial
oroocrtied. In addition to the ohvsical properties of
the'referent. which form the deriotativd (ot Leech's
conceotual 

' 
meanins). lhe connotativd meanine

invoNes osvcholofit'al (emotive) and putativE
(sunoosedJ 6rooerties of 'the siqrified. which is
dedehdeni oh rin individual's s6bial and cultr-ral
attitude. Connotations are not stable. '[hey very
from a oerson to another. a Culture to another. antl
even *ithin a sinsle ioeech communitv over
historical oeriods. " Corlnotative meanins is
indetermi nat'e and open- ended.



Somc Silent Ciiltiiral Pr-obienis in Tiaiislaie
Followins Nida ( 1964:160-161). Ilvas

( 1989: 123) als"o observed *nt translation'betw6en
two lang1.ra.ses rlat are cult'-irall,r different is mcre
difficult"thair that between lansdaaes that are close
or related. However- n:anslaiion-is not onlv an
intellectual and creative Drocess of transferriris an
ST into a TT. but also'involves recosnizins"the
essential relationship with the overaf I cuTtural
context as well as the specific social and cultural
context and relaled'connotations. Therefore.
translation is a doublv comolex Drocess. since it
inyglves rwo differerit languages' and fieir rwo
different cultures.

A
eq

the oroblem of not
uivalent for an SL

ve
lndirlg

equi','alent
item which has an equivalent on. or instance
the Arabic idiomatic expression "--1 .]Ljl :l-1 should
b'e rendered in to the Enslish idiomatic exoression
to add insult to iniurv- wliich transmit an eouivalent
communicative vdlu6 anci reaiize a similar firnction.

The followins, are some pitfalls. which may
lead to the loss of the cultural siinificairce of the ST
due to literal rendition of sorfie culnre-specifics
because ol lack of knowledge of 'cultural
background:

Decoding a Concept
j,rl rL-rr, which in Arabic has the connotation

of 'exceotional' 'lulioue'- 'unoaralleled'.
'outstandind'. etc.. has been'translated in the local
Dress as Th'e svmbolic leader. which. if back
kanslated- would have the oeiorative m6anins of
figurehead. Thc proper rransldtion is The teater,

1t\



the synrbo! ,,+:-h .r:=-r ! is translated b;l ..hc local
English prei.s as pop-ular. Army, which is
erroneous. slnce DoDular ls svnonwnous to
fanoous, admireC. Thi correct is fcopfc's Army.
Consider the problematic kanslation of .!t --Jt ;l-,
certainly the erroneous rendition by the local press
as Free Women of Iraq is rejected, since ;lr,- refers
to the nobilitv of character and orisin. not to
freedom. whith is the antonvm of sFav6rv. and
even worse. it has the oeioritive connotafion of
loose mann'ers and ill ieriutation. Another close
example is ;.r-.-rlr . To decoile a problematic concept
it is safer to resort to componential analysis.

Cultural Gaos
There rhav be a one rvorC sisnifier which

exists in both criltures, but the sigrrifi& differs in its
cultural connotation, e.g. r f vs. cottage, where the
lonner is restr'rcted to tird ptrur. whiie the latter is
either a farmers house or a summer resorl usually
fuliv eouiooeci. The former is built of mud or strail.
while thd'latter is built of wood or stone. The
conceDt differs because it is culture-soecific. Other.
rather'common examoles are some kinshio terms.
e.s. cousin. uncle ahd aunL Cousin his eish[
different kinship relation on the father's dird
mother's sides, rincle and aunt, each has two. while
each ofthe thrbe have onlv one in Enelish and there
is no way differentiate bet'ween the sifrifieds.
Totallv cultu rallv-bound Conceots

These mav'lead to referenlial and linsuistic
gaps since they'do not exist in the TL cultur6, e.g.,
e\ jLdt -U)t -ttr-4L1r---r p i,)L;J' a literal translation
would- be meaningless. i.e.. the yellow winds



crrmino from Orrm qnd Tchcren. fhcrefore the
irrarie-snii-;-na6hrahnA;f tlie-c.;i6al.riri6ti".-
i.e.. tfi6 Irahiari resimE's malevolence (an Arabii
metaphor used durffre the haq-lran war). Another
exaniple is ,rr."-r l11ro:)t -'5, ,uo;', i.e, the Arabs
of ar-ridda are behind the continuation of the
blockade. The term ar-ridda refers to those earlv
Arab.Muslims who reverted fiom Islam to their
ore- lslamic oasanism. followins the death of
koohet MohAnfired. Over the "ases the term
underwent semantic extension anif acqui-red a
peiorative political connotation. In the 'sentence

hbbve. it relers to those Arabs who have departed
Iiom the orincioles of the Arab Nation and adooted
a hostile' attirude tow_ards lraq to please lraq's
enemies durins the culf War.

Anoiher "exam"ole of total I v c ult i.-al lv- bound
conceDts is evident ih the exnact'from Shaliesoear's
Kine'Lear (Act I. Sc. IV, p. 20). quoting'Kent
addFessing King L6ar:

...to sen'e him trulv that wili Dut me in trust to
love him that is hirnestt to cbnverse with him
that is wise: and savs little: to fear iudgement to
fieht when I cannofchoose. And eai no-fish." A hanslation ol thiS quotation may run
smooth. exceot and eat no fish. which is culiurallv
oroblematic. Unless the transldtor is aware of iti
bultural connotation. communicative and Drasmatic
values. he/she woilld not render the dqulvalent
meanins that in ShakesDeare's times. onlv Roman
CatholiEs. who were asainst the reisir ofEns.land
ate fish,' whilc Kent- was a Proiestant ihd d
suooortei of Kins Lear.'' An owl co notes ill omen in the Arab world.
while represents wisdom Britain. Lizards are

\ il-
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be trans asl
different. This proverb should
;+" .-.Ji ;".-F!, which is a non-

Many other such problematic areas are found
in -.he items that cxrst ii diffcrent cultures and have
different functions and labels. e.e,. In the Arab word
there are various names of d5tes, swords. lion,
clouds. etc.. in Fnslish- the variew involves shios.
winds. are 6 in.. thE Eskimo's hav6 a variew of ftei
noes 'of snow': the hishland Ouech'ara lndians
*iose main diet is $6tatoes,'have over 200
differe-nt names for potatioes, .etc. .Colour termi also ' constitute interestins
culrural differences. e.e.. in Enslish white sisnifiel
brown when collocatins witli coffee. i.e. "white
coftbe which means wif,r milk vet its colour is
brown. and siprrifies vellow wh6n-collocatins with
wine. Green "sisnifi6s wet in Arabic. wfiile it
signifies an immdture person in English, 6tc.

Relisious Associations-Relis.ious beliefs can overload the fi and
such diftrences can form a culhrral barrier in
translation. Take for instance the concept of

are

to
m

while taten as

which

the

lne



fatalicrh rrrhinh rln nilr.rtac tlea I\[r'oli* A-o1. r.r'!r:rra
and expresses a submission to the will of Allah
Almighty thro,rgh such key words as .2ritt,-=dr.-+.-3
(destiny, Ate), .li rr.: er! c .1r orr., (if God is wiiiing),

Farshal (1993:431 observes that most of the
Arabic f5'talistic expreslions allude to tlreism as the
lJltimate Power tha't controls absolutelv evervthins.
while in Enslish culture. theism is an irielevaircv. "'

Such fstances in translation can lead to'loss
of meanins and of communication as Beauerande
and Dres"sler (1981:8) maintain that " "if
acceptabilitv is rbstrictetl communication can be
dlverted' .An aoorooriate stratesv to solve such
problems ih' r'anslation is 

*to 
maneuver such

interference bv selectrns fatalism-fiee eouivalents
in Enslish. to'oroduce"a natural^ intelliiible and
acceptEble iext to the mentality of addres3ees from
othei cultures.

Soeech Acts' The stuciv of this asoect is bevon<i the scooe of
oaoer. but dince ther6 is rel'ativitv. whdt is
iohvenient of speech Act Theory is deaft'with.
In princiole an{ text involves acis:
( li Thd locritionary Act: involves the action
performed to produce meanineful sentences, (2) the
illocutionary'Act: .special.5epse !o it ttrough
Dartrcular communlcatlve devlces- 1.e.. exDresses
the intended meanins. (3hhe oerlocutioirarv Act: is
the ellect of an uttefrnb6 on'the addresse6, which
reoresents the Drasnatic force.' The foll6wifie example shows how a senior
intemreter failed in-renderins the illocutionarv force
of ai inter-cultural instancel Prior to the Cu'l|war.
the representative of the USA TV network CNN

\ {o



bourd metaohor- due to misintemretation of a
diflerent woe of soeech acl caus'ed bv cultural
distance. This mdnifests a differenc6 in the
knowledse of the world. The result was a nesative
shift of Eommunication. Ihe addresser's intEnded
meanins was whether there are anv favor.rable.
Ootioni store. The misintemretation' led H.E. to
prbduce an ilrelevant perlocufiomary act:
Cards? Gambline? ... as believers in .41!ah
Almiehty and as 

*muslims. 
we consider plyins

cardia sin, and it is eveh a greater sin'wheil
committed bv a Head of State. -

Thus. -the result wils breakdown of
communication caused by misinterpretation of a
culfure-poundutterance.'
False Friends

one

Do vou
are "like
Yerv

pose! a question to

a

a

related cultures

serve

one

on
validity of

represents

IT 'ent
ttilt



(Bassnett-Mc Guie.1980:19). Between butter and
burro i.ltere is a distinctit-'ri 'oetween the obieiG
sisnified. their functions and their values in "their
cu'lhlral.context. Al{rough.both 4re^ made of semi-
slmrlar ulpfedlents. butter ts used lor sDreadmg on
bread and less in cooking, thus the culture-bound
idiom bread and butter, i.e.- ,ilt uJ while burro
orimarilv used in cookins .' Yei another examile is that in 1950 Gaulle
decided to imorove the'French budeet firoush tax
increase on 'win. alcohol et ta6ac. This" was
mistranslated bv the BBC news bulletin as increase
of taxes on wirie. alcohol and tobacco. The French
word alcool was inaccuratelv rendered in to Enslish
as (alcohol) which implies that the French wifie is
alcohol free. while tlie proper translation should
have been(soi-dts) thus '.he 

'ohras,e should reao "
taxes on wirie, spirits and tobaceo ".

These and 
- various other examoles illustrate

t-he impact of culnre on tran-qlation. It is a fact tJrat
cultureil problems are more difficult to solve tha.n
linsr.listii oroblems in translation- since the former
cafi' causd different mental corinotations due to
different values and firnctions.

A v, th lead to unn aturalness ofTT
and, therefore, wn of commurication.
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