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"Missing Dates” : Life as achoice of

instruments
B s ]
il Gl 2 )8
M,
Before the beginning of vears

There come to the making of man
Time with a pift of tears
Ginief with a glass that man...

(Swinbume," Atalanta in Calydon™)

: F.R. Leavis complains in his 1950 Reu'u%t
in New Bearing that William En]]‘pmn 1906-1984)
£ attn

o develop satisfactorily. utes it to

at air of knowing ones way about; in short
Preoccupation with intellectuality and the externals
of profundity subtlery”

Empson's early effort seems and because it
operates without much references to congrete
human expenence that would vitalize his work.”

It is_the thirties which opened with the
economic Disaster of the slump and closed with the

catastrophe of the war that expose the narrowness
of Empson's early product. This demanded from
him a kind of ‘work that and diagnose

fundamentally a complex of cnippling disorders.

The upheaval and disillusionment of the First
World War immensely accelerated the imel I
volcano. Mo thinking  man  could accept
unquestionably the traditiongl social myth of
patriotism and maoral absolutes.



. Hehind the debates of the tume digs the poets
man interest to trom onal to, the
social, implving the general through the particular.
Such behelis i.il.*l.:t.rm%:.él.n-:d by amodernisi dovinne
that poems should be/not say,” This doctrine is
responsible for much of the obscurity of modem
verse as It stresses the content seeing the physical in
psychological terms,

n 15 Wo anxious 0 take an onginal

stand. His approach is non patniotic with a

disintegrating of traditional certainties.” His

obscurity results not from difficulties of thought or

expression bul [rom reluctance o clanfy owing to

s I unicability and the isolation of human
ings.

~In the "Missing Dates “(1949) Empson
pictures the grim scenes and stark suffering which
mainly arouse indignation.

Slowly the poison the whaole blood stream fills.

The waste remains the waste remains MFL]EEUIEE o

. These refrains which the poet begins and ends
his poem with, repeatedly stressed out the
lines, yoke together the themes of worthilcssness of
man_ and his gradual spiritual death. So that the
whole poem works on three levels; personal
uselessness, natural destruction and the world's
chaos as a result of war,

Feeling, wasteful does not come from his
effort as a Titerary man or even his failure as
atternpts his poeetic skill. These two sides motivate
his mental activity and fill him with living vitality.
Empson searches for a reason behind his feeling,
He rejects his "system”, symbolized in his



dizcipline, to be the source of torture,

C Iearlgr it is thE war. It is the grim thirties. In
the noise o mp=on speaks of all who sirive
to express Eﬂlﬂllutﬁ]ua decade

They bled an old dog dry yet the f::-;ﬂhan rills

OfF }' dog blo ve t a month's
ge remains, the waste remains and kills.
(LL.7-9}

It is this continuity of bloodshed that causes
his é“ﬂ and crushes huim beneath an excessive

weight of life "mills'down small to the conseguence
a life requires” (L.4-3). Generations are terminated;
the fathers were killed in the First World War and

the Second World War made "nlls", streams of the
sons blood.

The unifying framework of |dmas ¢hnl

and politics be woven by appl . SEV

theory of the subconscious wviolence hec-w the

lﬁ.ﬂ mannl m&rs Engl:s{li'l auﬂmﬁ H_ests were

2 wWar as 21 1 1S E30G n

& hﬂ s, 2 way to a better world", In ::Iq::nlnéj:ll:mI

peqp-le m'e mistreated as worthless inferior bmrgs,

I.h:ﬂl mak T wlav m&ﬁlglﬂm all ldnmmi The
25 i i O

purifier i}emmpﬂgspa i Y e The su-idlera
patient dmren ma In

Empson himself feels patient as the "p:rm:-n
flows with his blood. It slowly deadens his blood
cells and terminates his spitit. This pictorial
uulﬁunﬂrri: 1Hustrates Enﬂti:h contract hfg{m? the ciﬁ
s1gzht" “mpson e chaos of war, It unites

s nal and the political to be a wvehicle of
indignation. It covers an immense range of ngw
references, new views to a nightmare. 3 Freudian



monstrous world of the subconscious,

Attempting to give a universal touch to his
poem. the poet refers to the "Chinese tombs” as an
embiem of death and destruction. As Japan invaded
largely China dunng the thirties, it le behlm'l her
munsfmus act multtudes of dead bodies, besides

the role the war plaved in crushin ‘E{‘hmese culture
and tradition. Such an imape stands as a wimess for

the worst n{l:l{'\ﬁlh ¢ course the govermment might
take to contradict the right way of the individualin
preserving peace.

. Furthermore the war proves to be the wmnj;,
choice of instruments as it lefi behind "slag hills
waste of munerals represented in destroved
weapons. Figuratively it could be seen as a n:aIuml

w:rlcsmn:r an nut burst of hell upenmgl its lﬁaﬁmnd
as

e A
gh as mgmtgmhs"pt% mheren are as lo

as any evil act lfcumpm'ed with thf high spirit of
mnocent dead people. Add to this waste of
the industrious weapons usurped the land, the
source of life, leaving no chance for survivors t::-
live naturally. For Empson such industry pl
negauw role in freezing the imagination’ of literary

Rclatad to the fire of the volcano, Empsun
depicts three types of fire. It is the of national
ﬁ:ﬁimg; To be utterly enthusiastic the dmmléy
of one’s country, 1& to have "co lﬂte fire"

in death as the authorities ?ﬁpose mns:der it
hostile. On thﬁﬂﬂ'bﬂl’hﬁl‘bd ¢ "partial fire
in between: neither for nor aganst, I'IEI t::-

oppose the ssive act of wat' nor 1o encourage
it. This what Kills Empson. He chooses a relative
answer for a dominant question. It 1s the choice



"i‘:af[‘ham-.-.- lPl.-' uﬂ. H\.-uw"h.- 4 "'L 2 f'
"waste" and "poison”,

One wonders whether the choice is justified as
he admits 1o be a man of no brave heart o confront
authorities. Empson feels how terrible and wrong
the way he follows. Nevertheless the hard pressure
on his mmd does not make him silent 'w:lh "no fire”
for there is alwavs an inner voice” a skin that
shrills" L 13} thal opposes the outside authorities.
S0 muc enémlct:_iqsﬁ Il Fmpstle W, de“mhw he:altll';}

rospects and effort operate insi um, as he
Eh:mﬁcs verse to be the iI!I}EE[t‘I.IIIIEHI of life,

The poem enn:ts as it begins with fire of
wounds, the "waste"” mchn:.un rts.uh from the
Sense nFcnnhnuluf of bl %smn
of national feelings. This leads to the lﬂS-‘E{!
love and life. He feels his hEﬂ.‘I‘[ "expires” a.s a is
Eewng but no FEIEJTE feching alive. The ending could

5

] nc-te Ihat Empson often strikes-but too
sustains ...a conflict between the

hahn{. of the sophisticated 1H'LE]|IEE]1EE: anid

the fears 1;hﬂts“:"?:j cannot dispel ; the more

confidence placed in the intellect, the more

ragically moving is the discovery of its

limitation felt to be....11

To sum up, the" Missing Dates" sees lhife as a
choice of m*stmmen-ta As a conversational poem it
argues through contradictions and alternatives.
Authorities ¢ war, an emblem of the world's
chaos, and seitles on a non-patriotic
&ppmﬂch coldly respectful of the threatened
enommities. In 1r_'v,.f1n to be moderate where others
are ntemperate. pﬂi‘-l‘.lﬂl.llﬂt‘lt}" of apprehension 15

T



al

SCCT 85 ..t-. smmﬁ to oifer a thicat. D-ih. Cafi

ﬁercr[me ir1 th 0 a di fl"us%di ﬁnﬁ;‘ of m"fl..ﬁ'"‘
55055 ﬂﬂ JI'I'IPJ&EI ity o W e
Ju dgment. It is a pamnful pictire ﬂfkn

man who sees himsel{ rather a mmlmrjmnalcadﬂr

MNotes

L oted by lan Hamilton Chronicle:
i ﬂr aber and Fabe r11!}F31; ;.'r'

2, Thid, p.41.

3. See Allan Roadway, aof the 1930's
(L ?Emdnn Longmans, G?e-en o Ltd,196E),
P

4. Imd.

5. Ibid,p.10.

6. Ihid.

1. Ibid.

8. This uncertainty of tone can be seen in "Co
Means Running”, he sajs As to be hunt 1s
mbehardsru: ity "In" Ignorance of
L is"one that most people

should be pmw.red to be blank upon.”
9. In his book Seven Types of Amhnﬁunty Empson
atmbmeg his “am !gun:}r to e and the

vaical Many vears later hE

Joigh Tl iﬁ‘;‘: ot Things TRe fhe

poet Donne [ would sit by the fire h—a-]mg tn
of an_interesting puzzle. (% ﬂntlmny
Thwaite, TWEHIIET Century n_ghsh oetry: An




Introduction {London: HememanniS78),p.97.
{15 .ﬂﬂi Eme references Il:!l_E'lE.‘ are H%Ln:;k ﬁ'ﬂ]‘!;
). The ine (1)
:sh ‘herse {(}m:um F' nguine  Books
E ada Lidny ).pp-452-53,
11. Hamilton,p.44.
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The Journey in Theodore Dreiser's
Sister Carrie

bl Bau s
FPLE S _|l!,.-rl_|.l FaLe

For the .r*!.men-:zln a frontier, a horizon or
merely hawng a e to go 0 is a necessity, thus
‘the road” Eeccrne an important theme  in
Amerncan l!tﬂratiu'e The road or journey tradition
has certain common patterns, which the wnter
follows. Among these are that the hero, who is
usually a vagrant, goes on a guest, Throughout his
Joumey there 15 a mentor who gives advice
puidance to the hﬁ'ﬂ.Tl‘bEl‘ElSESﬂﬂc 100

ACCOMpPAnies
of the _]uumE:::'uls o ﬁnd or estah lEh a %ume:. The
here starts out on his quest after a voice,
which may be in the form of a uﬂl 531 invilation ora
need. On the road the hero meets with the herald or
messenger whcl mmali:ir II'IH"DdLI'DH- a new phase n
the hero’s life. 1610 ma}' afrad or go
L grcal SL bt the.re 15 s.iwa}ﬂ
gives him hope,
lds nn tr.:- an obj theuscs mhep hlm
mntmw: It saves him being drowned in
realities. The hero holds on to this object that he
uses as a means for raln:rnalm his journey. At the
-.md of the jm.lm T]:_:cthL hero finds Nirvana ¢r attains
self hero may go through ‘fun’, but
|later reall::es that it is wrong and selfish, thoug
J}:‘nm be a necessary stage in the development of the
Lro.



111# Jn1|rn.hj.l may he oopiside .[nl'p.lnlm:rl"l or
inside l:spmlualj, a.nd in both A vehicle 1s needed 1o
gﬂ'l‘ll this journey. During the joume thl: hero may

| like %HHM returning, but then hope
him go on It helps him 1o

D"-'EIWTI'IE obstacles, for hope is a necessity o
man’s namre Thus the 'I:hEI'nf.‘ uf mnhu]rt:,r becomes
4 major part of the j jEIUETl'E hero feels that
must be always mob 1 {rr h'r. can seftle only
when he fi n::ls ﬂme erican road literature

me Journey pattern in their
wu-rzs (4] ﬂafu“d their view of lifé, among them is

In Sister Carmrie (1900), the three major
characters in the novel go on a_journey; this journey
takes the characters to their ny. line

ber who begins as_a simple young girl, o
Chmag:: in search of x-.u:nmrh:p }:ri uc:ngdsgI gluﬁﬁne

Madend% lar and successful g actress,
Gieorge ursﬂﬂd w O was a wel% aned
rm;:eruusrnana Eru f a prestigious Chicago saloon
ends up as a d&ch pﬂﬂ!‘lﬂﬂﬁﬂ man who commits
suicide in a chea W nrk hotel; whereas Dirouet
the single minat character whose career the novel
spans, both begins and ends as a shallow
congenial salesman, he 19 steadily prosperous and so
never has apy reason to confront the forces thal
him." The characters’ struggle, namely
Hurstwood’s, to reach their destination, even if they
do mot am\n:, ives the characters grﬂndeu.r and we
empathize with them. This is what makes it tragic,

The novel, which takes place in Chicago and
New York of 1889, begins with Caroline Meeber,
an eighteen vear old girl from the country, who
leaves her parents’ hotise and poes to Chicago in



search of a job. Thus she beﬁl?‘[s her journey_for
economic reasons. We are told she 15 ‘full of the
illusions and ignomance of youth™ for finding a
better life, Carrie 15 attractive, mtelligent and likes to
surround hersell with beautiful things, which for her
means nice clothes, This can be seen as the object or
1deal that Carrie holds on to, to measure her success,
for the more beautiful clothes she has the nearer she
comes to the end of her joumey. It heIFE her also to
keep in mind what she” is searching for, what the
aim of her joumey 18 and prevents from being
distracted from that aim. Through the early, gropi
stages of her unsponsored excursion into the worl
Carrie is fascinated with the lure of the big city, but
we soon find that instead of finding contentiment,
Sister Carrie, actually chronicles her discovery that

uman _nature, to be spirfually sated, requires
something more than the fruits of the American
dream’” and its materialistic ideals.

While on the .ﬁmtlsﬁ of her journey, Camrie
s the train, which 1s the vehicle that she uses to

travel from_ her home to Chicago and later from
Chicago to New York, On the train to Chicago, she
meets with 1 who works as a salesman for a
] blechmjt_ bE i‘?isa ood I'Lati.lﬁ feilrtil&ar and
impresses Carrie ining clothes easy
misrer. Drciser tails o thae Droner - bobbed anpns
men, a veritable bundle of enthusiasm - no power
worth the name of intellect, no thought worthy the
adjectiye noble, no feelings long continued in one
ﬁi.l'ﬂin &ndm‘-'-f see !E!frdl’é EFt1 r‘emam_sn_jmﬁm

wroughout the novel. For a shor ¢ et
becomes her companion on mejuumel;.m

~ Came goes to live with her sister Minnie and
15 quickly confronted with the harsh reality of city



conditions_for it was a time of great economic
hardship for the working classes, as seen in the
ption of the lives of the sons. Came
ds her first night in {‘hmaa,ﬂ sitting in a rocking
|;: ir gazing at the street lights and dreaming of her
future. The rocking chair motif will recur often 1n

the novel as when 1@ altains stardom we are told
that she acquires a thet suite, its furnishings
include *several hu v rockers’, an mumauﬂn

g?:fefllt‘;ﬁduﬁlfm Lm tsmgm ngher rocki ﬂ%

chair in her new IU‘([]I]_GUS New
Thus the rocking chair can be mtﬂrpmted as a
symbol of urcu]ant}f a w:u}us circle that Carrie
cannot_escape from. In Dreiser uses 'I:hls
bol to imply ﬂmlnnﬂ‘umgf as really happenad to
Hrru: and 1.!'13'[ althou inancial circumstances
mfe s.‘: anf% i3 cssmn&ll:-,r the same both

sillnlu ly.

'L armie poes to !uul{ for a job .md after many

rel.‘:uffs '-EhE n? in a :ﬁ factory with a
our uji' which she gives o ﬂlﬂll.,'f

fﬂll‘ mcrm and board. In spite of the
disappointment that faces Carrie she neverlheeﬁs
continues hEr work until one day she falls ill and
co looses her job. But Carrie cannot live
éﬁuung% c in poverly wﬁ:h her sister. So when

she:an::: meets with Drouet on the street
while lnukmg or ﬂnm]wr éﬂh E"ame ﬂcm;ﬂ_s from
amount of

umstancr;:s and agrr:es o Iewe her snster s hc:-use
alﬁ move m with him, making him once again her
aron. To the Hansons this is the fall and ruin

nf “arrie. Minnie has a dream of Carrie, where the
LEL[IEL' s going down a coal pit and in spite of all
Minnie's pI‘L'EEETS Carrie goes down even deeper.



But to Carrie herself this is the first stﬁ towards her
iater success, for through her moral fall Carrie has
risen economically, and she will not act the part of
311: mmcdheglﬂ-' Came g g with Dfmuetlhﬁﬂ' usea%ié'
time he represents fo her comfort, elegance
easy living. In moral tenms this is the fall of Carrie
but in economic tﬁrmsué“m 1%135 rneaém'q 0
success) it is a ste i arrie's
'i{r:_ we SeepDnEﬁer’s moral ambiguity for
the question of whether what happens to Ea;'ne IS
indeed bad is lefl to the reader’s point of view to
decide. He says “in the light of the world’s anitude
toward woman and her duties, the nature of Camie's
state deserves consideration. Actions such as
hers are measured by an arbitrary scale. Society
possesses a conventional standard whereby it judges
all things, All men should bhe good, all women
virtuous™.” but leaves the reader wondering whethet
this is indeed an applicable maxim.

Dmﬂtwhu now plays the role not only of
companion also mentor, has cleared obstacles
from_the path along which her bﬂl‘.[nr; beckons her.
Her frien |&: with her neighbor, Mrs. Hale, who is
unaware of Carmme'’s true status as an unmarmed
woman, puts Carrie under the pressure of
pretending o be married to conform with {

social thought. For a time Carrie 18 content with
Drouet because she has, at this all that can
make her happy: fine clothes, abundant money and
the attention of a man, who 15 to her the
embodiment of charm, elegant taste and generosity.
Throughout the novel we see that Carme's life 18
motivated by strong desires for security, wealth
(particularly ‘clothes} and for pleasure_and that her
instinct will puide her towards these, for just as her
brief encounter with Drouet on the train zave her a



ul]_m:jl::f -r_'nf ﬂ"![!lﬁl" E[Lrﬂr‘Tli,.F Lh:nl::rq th mnpst hw QT
means acquire, she also realizes lmrnediatej} that
the Hansons epitomize a fate she must avod.

While with Douet Came, who 15 a quick
learmer and ready to pick up on any hints for her
:m mvement, ledms hﬂw to hold her head and walk

more elegance and e, Thus Drouet by his
mnunmts on the women m around him aéts as
her mentor and her for her next slep up the
SOCIOECONMIC For Direiser now

ﬁ[mdm;ea into Canfyi:_[ 5 lic flhi"-}n ﬂgmitr of
urstwood, man of Hannah an t
downtown salogn. Dirouet introduces Hugrgﬂm'o%a?ﬂ
Came and she instantly realizes that he is a better
man, He is more successful, more polish

more clever that Drouet and much more affluent,
Carrie forming her judgements always upon the

is of matenal = appearance, cinnot avoid

I{Junng the two men and decides that Hurstwood
15 the stropger and higher. Dreser had modest
ambitions f‘-::r =Lh§J character of [hﬁuE:T., and these
were met fu r Drouet is not money-centered,
nor does he h&'l.re intellectual depth. Drouet was to
(arrie a means that lost its value after it had served
its purpose. And Drovet who is a simple kind of
man remains the same th out for he did not
pﬂﬁ_lscss the tﬂjﬁ of character that can be associated
W

Hmstwm:i represents the L.a! successiul
middle class American man. respec

sperous, and married but lﬂwﬂ.ld| dlscnntented

is relation with hls wife and children is falling

EHHL and ently he becomes atracted to

This a ::m u.rﬂnmall becomes a strong

passion for which he is willing to leave his

comfortable home and secure life, and blinded by



this passion, Hurstwood makes his faal crror”
Hurstwood's fall begins the moment he
decides to steal the money. Once the decision to
¢ the money is forced upon_him, although he
1I'I.Sl-ﬂ]]l‘.|}-' realizés that it was a mistake, he becomes
decisive and plans his escape with Carrie.
Hur:rtgde NOW I'L;I’Cmﬂes E'.[T:m !i:_:ln E:.:m l‘he
SECon e 0 : e Came's
mmauﬁnmgmm Ikﬂd?ﬂm?begm aboard a train.
Hurstwood courted Carne taking her out for
carriage rides, and her final decision m cast her lot
mlh furstwood is made only afler they have
d a train and are being swept throd
munl:r'l.rsrdr: The theft puts Hurstwood n an
untypical, lawless frame of mmd whu:h 15 a
requisite for a ]pcm-n wh aﬁf:r
conditioned to live within s m" the sgs_m
nn:ﬁe;r Iy acts to defy IL But is ﬂlgh
discontentment found him FeCOgnize
the altematives to the ki life he knew.
However, his umF]c-}em have put a detective on his
trail and he finall to retumn the money to
gscape ruse-:l_m::-n ] mtual Hursnvuud and
e change their name to tpu‘
sham marmage of which Carrie 15 1 ﬂran ds-:ttle
in New York, From this chimactic E‘pﬂS the novel
chronicles the steady decline of Hurstwood and the
corresponding rise of Carme. For whatever “a man
like Hurstwood could be in Chicago, it is vc%
evident that he would be but an mn:nmpn:hmsih
(in ap} ocean like New York. .. Hurstwood was
nothing.

When - reach New Yook City, they
along for a while. For a time the novelty of her ie
with Hurstwood enables Carrie to stay mmp]as:ent
but Hurstwood has not preserved enough capital to



ensure his survival. His monev dwindles. He and

i move to smaller guarders and it is soon
evident that Hurstwood :.ann?l prmrlde for her.
Then she ﬁppr'mm the style o Mrs.
Vance, Em iﬂ:mes the shabbiness nf her life with

Hurs

Came is eventually forced to look for work
a}?d d&uﬁsa-..hﬂms irl. nmmnrﬂlmﬂqg
she 15 ewmng ng, ut once more
arﬁ ruin js a step toward success for
Camn: For Carrie br:r.:ause of what she is, a
creature of instinet, draws a certain kind of SUCCEsS
to her; whereas Hurstwe because of what he is,
draws a ::ertﬂm kind of djsaster. And he fi nally
-:&nm'nrgs suicide in a cheap hotel asking ‘what's the
urstwood 13 the only character in the novel
vn.hnse ptjast h{HTI:E lite is told with any detail. We a.n:
told from bartender to manager and ho
the bﬂhavmr ﬂf‘ms family changes as a result o hlb
Wlﬂ at 'IJE"H:'I'.‘ EE'I':IFI 15 13 vier 1o UHJ-
enaunn from his family, and these detalls enable
reader to empathize with Hursmmli. which
makes his fall a tragic one. Through the life of
Hurstwood, Dreiser criticizes American matenalism
;ami:l1 tlm:bugh his tragedy, sympathizes with s
VICELTS.

_ So closely was Dreiser attuned to the most
fundamental forces at work in American society, for
example, th obsession with success, with upward
mn::l::m}:y the lack of concern for the failed and
rtunaue In the story of Hurstvmod, Direiser
an dlmost ideal iman and situation to
{'pllumm: the ce of ecarly twentieth century
industrial America. In this novel Dreiser attempted
to provide a picture of conditions prevailing in the



Ecﬁm Iiﬁi: of [Eis ﬁlifj‘lr.‘:.. tsllt'wd ha%fpﬂt ':tluc- describe
erican values for what he ound to be, and
he med_deélhm maten'altilsric ﬂ'r:ln the cm‘e,?F The
money i was exposed as the great motivatin
purpose of life in the United States, where unu'Es'
affluence determined the degree of creature
comforts that one might en ﬂﬁ'; the measure of
prestige one [Ell.’ght ':rlri'r]:]nahd ancli aﬁ E.‘%_TE]’_:II: of m
wer one might co . In all of Sister

: is not one character whose status is not
determined economically. He saw life as being
dominated by matenal Torces with the drives for
power and money as supreme, and man as being the
puppet of these forces, a mere wisp in the win
which through sheer accident determined the fate o
man casting a few up and many down and in the
!%Dmms,pmducmg wild undeserved extremes of

&,

Hurstwood's decline 1s presented with greater
compassion but with irony too: his theft of the
money 15 both accidental and deliberate; his
subsequent breakdown is the product both qf
environmental forces and personal inadequacy.
After her first moral fall Carmie shides even decper
when she runs away with Hurstwood who is a
married man. Hurstwood had no sympathy for men
who fell through passion and conséquently will find
no sympathy from others when be js faced with the
same predicament. Thus Dreiser shows us that all
the characters 1n the novel are determined by forces
over which they have no control and are

werless to stand against these forces, They live n

a materialistic society that respects only money, ina
city that crushes thé weak. In the end Hi ood
was a successful and prosperous manager, due

to the social, economic and even psychological



forces that act 1 him ends his davs as a ed
old rarp in New York; and fnally he commits
suicide.

Whereas Carrie, whose mstinet for survival
saves her from poverty and harsh living helps her 1o
avoid a similar fate and leads her to success in the
end. Carrie. who believed that wealth brings
happiness finally reahzes that they are not
synonymous and that in spite of all the luxury that
?uignmds her there 15 still something missing in her
ife.

It does not take money long to make

lain its impotence, providing the
Ee:sur&s are in the realm of affection,
With her one hundred and fifty in hand
she could not think of” nothing
particularly to do. In mself...it was a
diverting fhung for a few days, but this
spon passed.... It began to dppear as if
this were not so ; qltg%ly necessary, to

maintain her presen g. If she wanhted
to do anﬁnng bﬂttEI.,E-r move higher,
she must have more...”

Dreiser hints that this thing may be provided
by Ames, the third male figure 1in Cames life, but
the on remains unanswered. She knows

y thal materialism i nol eno His role
becomies to explain to her why she has teelings that
disquiet her, and not to engender such feelings.

This feeling of unrest will awaken in Carrie
also, as Ames wishes, a renewal of the journey of
the spirit which she has forsaken on the rmistaken
and uneasy assumption that she has attained her
destiny. Yt the last passage of the book owns to the



nrohahility  that Camie, in her search for full
realization, 15 doomed to disappointment. Even
when they attain their immediate aims, Drieser’s
%mlzlﬁﬂmsts never find happiness. They find merely

at their concept, of what constitutes happiness has
been inadequate.” Carrie comes to near knowled
of the empiiness of the material state to which she
aspires. * had never achieved she had
expected.’

At the end of her journey, Carrie moves slowly
toward acceptance of MNature through a painstaking
succession of goals. *Chicago, New York: Drouef,
Hurstwood: the world of fashion and the world o
stage — these were but incidents. Not them but that
which they represented she longed for. Time proved
the representation false’.” Came’s actual goal had
been unity with nature and her nearest approach 1o it
was made her craving for beauty. Carme has failed
to find ine=s in the atainment of these goals not
e has forfeited her virtue to attain them,
but because the goals themselves were unwprthy;
the fault then is not hers, but society’s.” She
understands this much at the novel’s end. She does
not find her home, but will continue to search for it

In_the end we are left with the impression that

although she has not achieved the happiness that she
thought accompanied Ihesuaqessuﬂ]gxpslwnnwha&,
she will cominue to search for it.
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Reality Versus ilusion in Tennessee Williams'

A Street Car Named Desire

| — ..!-11'4.-' -Mj
ETE L U TR E Y]
Abstract

Temlessae Williams in A Street Car Named
examines the comprehensive theme o
2 L:enb.u} arts, the search for identity Jhe
_1_ meaning. He insists
unction of drama is to expose man's hidden n&ture
to reach out his motives and to he!p him find mode
I:rf salvation, Williams in this E/ deals with two
worlds, the first is the world of ilfusion represented
Blanche Du Bois a hypersensitive character,
a shock in_her early marriage is made
Lmahle to face reality. She follows a dream trying to
find shelter and sectnity in marriage or with a male.
She takes a street Lﬂ.l‘ named desire to amive at her
ajslm“q hnusr: ina gu ace called Elysian Fields.|t i ls an
actual JL]I]ITH:}' *_-.uggr:st[
gelam:hghmll vel tm-'ards re and { r;%mn
q 15 g )
brother in Iawﬁpﬂn me of the m!.‘}"
world of reality in th-E ] . At the end she fails to
ﬁJIﬁI] her dream and re in a world of
insanity. Qut of these strands of desire, death, and
unreality Williams wove a a:hn‘m&l A,

Williams once described himself as an old-
fashioned romanticist, an-:i a bit of self-
characterization and analysis of his plays reveal a
certain romantic outlook, T by romantic we mean
}'eummgi backward in ume 1o a world where ideals

{ gentility and gentleness flounshed and were

11



defended, we can see that he shares with his
characters common characteristics. This notion is

strengthened by a : laywright once
made in an inferview, gc smcFqu'lpam m%lhpulsive
writer because what 1 am doing is creating an
imagimary world into which | can retreat from the
world beécause........ | have never made adjustment
to the real world” | 4 ;

This statement is a major clue to an
understanding of the playwright and his characters
]:n]en:::iusﬂ. maﬁy of his Elii_ldg'.n,lttm as Blanche in this

. are dreamers, hi sensitive, neurotic
E_??bie llg adjust themselves ﬂ) the harsh realities of
C W0 .

Part One- Introduction , ,

A Street Car Named Desire 1947 is one of
Tennessee Wilhams greatest E:lta's in which he
presengs as uppﬁnﬁltsr mu gen mﬂpk‘ﬂi &m:lha
sensual man each of whom s a philosop
of life that 15 morally umenahlepf'r the audience , f'nE:'

e penteel woman Blanche Du Bois 15 deceitful
and the sensual man Stanley Kowalski is brutal.
Temmessee Williams made usé of the authentic New
Cirleans streeicar routes to su the central theme
of his play . Blanche . the play's main ¢
- a streetcar named desire and takes another
named Cemeteries to arrive at her sisters homes in a
New Orleans neighborhood called Elysian Fields.
Out of these strands of desire, death , and unreality
Williaims wove a stiring drama. i

The play ﬂﬁa Street (f;ar It';]amed D&SII‘EMIE
structured on nel of presentin 0
worlds, establishin Thaipea:h wr?dd_belie%e_s. in
and then piacing these worlds in a series of direct
confrontations until one is destroyed. Thus, the play
deals with the conflict between the oversensitive

1Yo



atistocratic world of Blanche and the brumal
present-day world represented by Stanley. Since the
lay is seéen through a series of ﬁnnmﬁms
een  Blan and Stanley should
dwand some of the differences Beteen: the twir
worlds , hgperseus:twe waorld of Blanche and
the brutal warl Stanley

Part Two- The Warlds of he and S
T[%e most oh w-n|_|.sr.Bgl}!l{tw:rurhmqﬁ*‘tlﬁlf

world, of Blanche Du Bois and Stanley I'Luwalsk]
lies in the diversity of their backgrounds. We
tmmedmteljl recognize that the very name Du Bm-;
and Kowalski contrast. Williams has bepan 1
sketch the personality by a nationality asscrclarmn
Wrz nssume Du Bois to be an anstocratic nnme

:‘l]!‘ll.. with a proud heritage. A Du Bois
v.-uu]dn ound working in a steel mill, as would
KﬂwalskJ Elﬂn-:he ONce 5ays

Blanche:It's a French name. It means woods
and Blanche means white, so the two
wrghelhﬂtdrhieﬁn white woods, Like an
0 inspring ! You can remember
it by that.

{Scene One)

_ In addition, a Du Bois speaks softly and
fittingly. A Kowalski speaks loud and I:u'utall
Blangc 5 on higher levels She searches (o
v&luaa ecting education in her manner ::l'f
. To Stanley 15 away of expressin
h:r.wan hiElli\EE and disl “kes iller, Twent
Lentyﬂ 1I|1’L|ntra:nrr:mm:-n of A Street Car

Desi
_":?’-\'E'Kn“a]a.h regards m as the key to

happmeﬁs mt]i money you will buy any thing T.hﬂt
15 why he keeps on asking how Bell Reve is lost.




He cares nothing for the tradition of the place but

only its financial value. Money to his s a
power thatcanbummehasmmwpmmﬂ
of life. This gives animal

tnthewuﬂdulpmp!e{l thEDuEu!s}wi'mg
not understand the value of money and

become destitute. This is the oppasite of the
delicate and ethereal Blanche, She is delicate, and
sensitive . She is cultured and intelligent, she cannot
understand vulgar remarks or vulgar actions.

Bilanche:........1 don't understand what
happened to Belle Reve but don't you
know how ridiculous you are bein
when vou st Fgesi thai m}f 51ste:r c-r

or any anf: 0 farmily could ha

perpetrated a swindle on anyone eis-l:
(SeeneThree)

Stanley and Blanche, as individual
representatives n:rf these two worlds show even
more contrast n nahm.s The use of color
differs rem .E needs vividness to
prove his ph}-“.:’“l:’:i]'] manhuﬂ-d. le is presented as

Coarse and ‘direct and powerful as TTAry
colors”. Blanche, on the other | shur]i? loud
shades and selects pastels or white. The directness

of bright colors Iacs her ,i.e. she does not like

the bnght colors which show reality but she prefers

dimness, muted, muffled tone which reflect

EIUfs1m {Staton, ]IEd Tennessee  Williams: A
P

Blanche:l t this adorable huh: colored
antern at Chinesa sh c-|t3
rbon. Put it over the light bub!

Will vou please?
{Scene Three)



S-lﬂ.ﬂ.'“‘r g E!.'!T"“!" srrnanhiqu_mrdr g_p_d_ I'I!Dl'lﬂ'SF_
He tolerates nothing but the bﬂI'E.' unembell:sha:l
truth, while Eiamh& puls "A #:1 e e r-
hand, S abhc-rs the Ianrem. He acce
it fci‘f‘nuwﬁiue% other than Ean and detests Blanc
dtm:;ebl £ with it. Thhswmnﬁm Ef‘
u're-s.n vable because it originates in ESSENCE O
ities. To mngluede to the other's view
mtmlsl ﬁ‘ I.:l:lesﬂﬁﬂ.éﬁum“ is is h;lﬁ usaen asha
b ich is frequently used illiams in his
31311 hasis of the essential % fterences in the worlds.
represents the reality Stanley lives by and the
halshness Blanche mu:-.t mﬂm Stanley  faces
reality and the way the thmsarehe ot
delude himself into believin are '-"-:::meﬂ'n
else. Blanche -:I1d Iha! nnce w L‘:ﬂ saw the
about her youn band and it heavily broke her
Since then sm% retired nto a wnﬂd Df shadow
and illusion. If she must have alj she prefers
candle light because she does not Lt EtﬂEEEﬂ'I!'I"!
clearly. light in her room is too strong .
covers it with a pa;:ne;h]m!:em lltncclﬂ_;ﬂ%m the
W II1 2 Ccan W 5
}Y w%r]d, but his world f_mhr]:g];e e

Blanche: ...And then the searchlight had been
turned on the world was tumed off
again and never for one moment since
has there been any light that's'
stronger than this-kitchen candle

{Scene Six)

Blanche ]:u'efm the dim illusionary world of
semi darkness in the first meeting between Stella,
her sister, and Blanche , Blanche tells Stella 1o:

“Turn that over-light off!" her fear of light 1s seen to



he connected with the death other first husband and
her fear of being oo closely examined in the cold
world of reality . The readers are also aware of
Blanche's pathological need to lie. She lies to Mitch
Stanley's friend aboul her reason for visiting Steila
and ¢ her age , She does not want to tell the
truth , she lives in darkness and wants every th
about her to be dim and hidden as she says mmzﬁ
are only little illusions that 2 woman must
create:

Blanche: | don't want realism. | want magic!
Yea, yes, magic ! [ try to give that to
i:n:up e. | misrepresent things to them,

don't tell the truth, I tell what ought
1o be truth, And if'that is sinful, then
let me be damned for it! -

{SceneNine)
Stanley lives in a basic, findamental world
which EH{E‘S for no subtleties and no refinements.
He 15 the man who likes to lay his cards the
table. By more sensitive people as Blanche he is
seen as common, crude, and vulzar, He is descnbed
by Blanche as the bestial, and brutal and
determined to destroy that which is not his. He is
described like the stone ape savape bringing home
the meet from the kill

Blanche: He acts like an animal, has animal's
habits! Eats like one, moves like one,
talks like one! There is even some-
thing-sub-human-something not quite

to the stag of humanity vet!.....
(Scene Four)
. Love is essential o both worlds, but has
entirely different significance for each. Stanley
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needs love to satisfy his physical desires . To him it
is the physical act of love no more, Blanche's
sensitivity”is the key to her a;ﬂxnach 10 love . Eha
needs some one not to ﬁ.ﬂ her basic physical
desires but to her, Her concept of love' is on
a higher level than Stanley's. Shunning the brutality
and animality ufal'{u ki, she s some type
of communication . some capacity for devotion .
Desire jsn't the lustful passion thaf Stanley regani&
it, but it is a spirifual need. She needs sacun
protection for her sensitivities agamnst th mu;gh
other surroundings.

Blanche:1 wani to rest! | want to breath L]‘:I;Jﬁﬂj’
again! Yes-I want Mitch._. ve
Just think: if it happensT I can leave
and not be anyonge's problem
( Scene Five)

Part Three- The Attraction between Blanche and
Mitch

Blanche's first h lies in Mitch, when she
first meets him she realizes that he is the man who
can gve her a sense of belonging and he 1s also
captivated by her girlish charms. Both are lonesome

le who cou ssibly find happiness with

other. Blanche beligves that she found in
hlm the kindness she so desperately needs. He is the
sh'aw which she is cl g for so as to keep her
dmmnm Then Mitch forces her to admut her
ﬁgt 5 rl:‘:‘n-’Elﬂllﬂl'l., Elﬂa'lﬁhr: is deprived
that is her illusions and her
pretense, Mﬁch forces_her under the light and this
act has multiple significance. First on the realistic
level . Blanche has deceived Mitch about her a
and the light reveals, Blanche's deception.
revelation o T]'us. deception leads to n-lh::r deception.



==

Secondly, Blanche has constantly avaided the light
ever since her yi young husband shot himself. Thus,
Blanche has passed her life in semi- darkness and 1o
be forced into the light makes her wnlatf- her 1 rrmer
ymboli Thuﬂumhemg | ifr'l mthut:h : at[:}n
s izes revelation o tru
Blanche's life. She has tried to conceal her
of diss) and when Mitch forces her under the
]lght. is the same as making her realize and
ﬂwnr:r'mniess 1}_&:‘ past llfe ,]Am:l fourth™, B‘:llarﬁhcs whﬁcﬁ
of living involves magic and illusion.
does "not nanlgraahqm : lnsl:ega;d she prefers the
mapic_of illusion. And rather than the truth, she
lives for w.r-hal 1 to be . Thus forcing Blanche
mnto the s her see thi in_fheir ugly
realism . ﬁlﬁt makes her see huw r life acally
was instead of how it ought to have been forced to
it all of her past. After he.mng her confessions,
Mlitch all 5 himself with the world of
against Blanche's world. (Miller, Twentieth Century
Interpretation of A Street Car Nam sITe , P-

Mitch:Y ou are not clean enough to brang in
ﬂﬂehnusewrﬁlm}rrmtﬁh :

(Scene Nine)

Williams  seems to be implying that for
Blanche there is only dES:II'E death and an escape to
Elysian fields a happy world of I"antas l:-ut
ironically the streetcar  leads her to the
quarter which is certainly no Elysian fields. F-:nf T.hE
I:Iysmn ﬁelds nf Greek myth were the place in

the favorites ‘of gods lived iy
aﬂ:a— th :r:d{ Helmm ’Itnm:sm: Williams: The
man:m&ius
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Blanche:They told me to take a street - car
ad dﬁlrl.‘. ani.l th.'n transfer tgc?{nse

aﬂd getﬂff'at- Elysmnl TEEdg::m One)

Blanche is described as wearin whlte d.I'ESE
and having a moth like ap illiams often
his most ch:a.mctem in “h:%}m

bol of t or  example
i {VE}EE in Sweet E].rd of "I'ﬂuTh

Suddenly. Last Summ
aiwa}'u dressad in white.) Blanche's dresshldes her
inner sins and contnbutes to her month-like

a ance. Her actions also suggest the fluttenin

hv] -:iEhcatf: rmath. M,?ﬂaﬂ a m Ok L “&dﬁ.en sl he-,at,
'I: H.Tl con ]

later, we will B:gﬁ EH'IEhE i5 afraid of the li

and when Mitch forces her under ﬂ]E light, t :s
begins Blanche's destruction

Blanche:l can't stand a naked light bulb, any
more than | can a nude remark or a
vulgar action,

{Scene Three)

She does not want to see things clearly but
wants all ugly truths covered over with the beauty

of imagination and illusion. The light in her room is

{ggsh‘nngfurher so she covers it with a paper

Part Four- Stella as a Means of Bringing the Two

Worlds Together

These two worlds ted Sl:anlev and
Blanche are s-cr diametri they ::Em
never meet. Thus, in r to bring

together, to have e two Encuunter each nl‘her

1Ty



Williams nas created Steila. By simply having her
married to Stanley and by having her Blanches
sister. Williams thén creates the perfect opportunity
of bringing these two opposing w:}rlds together
under one Toof, Stel]a is , then a vital part In the

these two worlds , and she is also

stmﬁg,le
dge between these two worlds.

The mnu'aat between the two sisters, StﬂlIE as
normal, happy and average woman, Bl as the
ret'ne-d hg'pemenmu e becomes obvious aﬂer the
amva of Blanche. Stella iz a healthy woman
adjusted to reality and happy in her physical
refation with her husband.

Stella: L?‘Eﬁimﬁ 'Elq::ttl:_:':edu ing all '.rnuscﬂn think
of o er the wrong way, Stanle
Blanche is sensitive a.n{l you'v ﬂ?t]':a.t
Blam:he and [ grew up under very
different circumstances than you did.
(Scene Seven)
Stella comes fmm Bl s refl cducated
and sensitive world. ?;Eh& Eu?g,d'attm

mixture either cunscmusl}f or I.IHEDHELIE!I.ISI}-' she
not allowed a gentle” and rcf'm::d namre iy

completely di because has
E’-tCE'E;p %taﬂleuj;'pa%?:larail lgna?ke for. Hnr has
she a wed her upbringing to smnd in the way of
enjoying life with her raw and lusty hushand.

has rather combined both worlds into one and has
shown that these two apparent ites are, if not
compatible, at least coexist able. The problem

between the play's two main Chm'al:tem seems not
to be the irreconcilable words which meEEpremt
but the rigidity and inflexibility of 5

Blanche in their representative attitudes Du er,
Fiftv Years of Amencan Drama 1990-1950, p.B7)




The play is, therefore, seen as a series of
confrontations between Blanche and  Staniey
representatives of the two worlds. The first
encounter occurs at the end of scene one whenl
Stanley asks Blanche gquestions about her earlier
marriage with the young boy. Thus" Stanley's
rouigh, common, brutal questions end by hitting on
the most sengitive aspect of Blanche's past life- her
marriage with the young boy. Stanley'’s animalism
almost destroys Blanche's sénsibilities even in the
first meeting. Hence, the conflict is between the
oversensitive aristocratic world of Blanche and the
brutal, realistic present- day world represented by
Stanley. The second encouniter is presented in scene
ui.upﬁelfan]ll:y &sl_klﬁ Bliaq?_hﬁ uESTIOnS gbﬂl{jl the loss
Q0 € Reve He justifies s suspicion savin
that Stella is gﬂi.f!ng to have mh_v. The third
encounter comes in scene three when she tums on
the radio and begins a linde waltz, Stanley -:har%_le-s
into the moom and throws the radio oin of the
window . Here Blanche is the witness to the animal
brutality and the coarse behavior of Stanley the
violence he perpetrates 1s totally alien to Blanche's
understanding. The fourth encounter comes in
scene seven when Stanley begins io compile
information about Blanché's past life and
assembled a list of all the lies that Blanche has twold
him , Stanley must nt her past life to his wife
so that she ‘can_determine who is the superior .
When he, has his information accumulated, he is
convinced that however common he is , his life and
his Lm_fag nor 1o Blanche's, Stanley is now

y for his final confrontation with Blanche since
he cannot tolerate illusion or make believe. He is
the realist and must have his cards on' the table.
Thus. he must according to his nature destroy all
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th ilipsions  Rianche has  been creating.

nn.wecllj%g Iy, he rapes her partly out of revenge,

ause one more man shouldnt make any
dlﬁﬂfﬂce

Stanley: Tiger- Tiger! Drop the bottle” top'
% En%p it! E"lp"ﬂ had this date mlhpeaﬂh
other from the beginning
{Scene Ten)

Part Five- Blanche's Rape and Destroction
Stanley rapes Blanche, assuming that she had

intimacies with strangers in the past arui
man would not matter. But, Blanche gives herse‘tf
io_men for other reasons. fﬁe}s t she had
failed her husband in some way. she
tnﬂs Lo ai‘!ewaie her guilt b)blgmn harself at
random 1o our ] taken so
cruelly and so bI'LlE;I %yaman who represents al
qualntu:s which El&tmhe tound obnoxious caused
her Efl'ltlIE world to collapse, Blanche realizes That
Stan hE:I‘EJLE:CI.l'[]ﬂ]‘!ﬂI‘ she said; "That man will
dr:sr.mﬁ me Elanr:he has ]IVHd |n ‘his house | has
drunk his lig u-:n' but ahe IS

deﬁmte] IS~.. in fan:t, she is
hyrn us h pa‘%en ally to prove l-ns

riority over her. mc:e her presence in his
hnbuﬂilse haalgJ almost destroyed his mampmage, he f-ae]s
regret over E|al1£|'lﬂ'ﬂ destruction’ ( Miller
l”w;enuem 1on of A Street Ear
am sire, p.

On the other hand, Blanche's horified
avem::m to siee? ng W w:th Stanley xs not based on
ead s every aspect

:}f !lfe e is un:tble to -:u}pe with, He appears to her
as her destrover, and his rape of her is actually the
last straw résulting n her madness. And Since
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Blanche is not strong enough to defend herseif
ﬁﬁ"ﬂ this Hostile S0ron, o recogiiges
5 world is e to peop
says other husband :

Elam:he I hurt him the way that you would
ike to hurt me but you can.,.
(Scene Six)

" But in a-::maht}rh?tanley will be able to destru}'
er rather ancheé also recognizes the
difference I:l-emwae the two worlds when she
pnzﬂs-enlsm “E;anée:}r the mlflium of B-ﬁ]llt;: Reve
an i at it is g ir pape:rﬂ
aristocratic home should now be brutal
hands. At the end of the encounter, it 15 Blanche
who 15 left trembling and shaken by the encounter
because she i1s too delicate, too sensitive. too
refined. and too beautiful to live in the realistic

d. Her illusions have no place in the Kowalslki
world and when the illusions were
Blanche was also destroved.

As Blanche is unable w face reality she goes
on looking for something that would relieve her.
ﬁh& has transferred all her life-hope from Mitch to

Il.l.smm.t}f gentleman whom she 15 sure wall pl‘mn
her:

Blanche:If anyone calls while lam ba

number and tell Lhc:m

nght back
(scene eleven)

When the doctor calls, Ehetakes him to be the
gentleman she is waiting

Blanche:ls it for me then It 15 the gentleman 1
was expecting from Dallas?
(scene eleven)
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Blanche has heen following a dream, whmh 1S
beyond fuifiliment, until at the end 'ai'u., L hooses to
withdraw from reality m private worl siu msamq,-
We see her at last unab e to distingui
reality and illusion, giving herself to the care of the

tor with a child fike confidence and simplic
The utterance of farewell lines has been memorable
in the modem theatre:

Blanche: Whoever you are [ haye al wa:fs

depended on the kindness of
(Scene h:w:n}
Part Six- The Con
\%} Hliams ln A %H':ﬁ__f_‘gr_rmamud Diesire deals
with a hy ngitive_ character who from a shock

in her early mamage is made unable to face reality.
She fﬂ"ﬂWE i ctrcan'l, tnfmg to find shelter and
security ith & mate. At the end she
fails to l'u!ﬁi her reum Emd finds refuge in a world
of nsani lhams examines the comprehensive
ﬂ'idemel 0 uhthe 20th cen arts, the se Heﬂmh icg
idenily, li:llJI[lE}" meanin ITs1E
that ﬂ'::t: ﬂmiluun of modern drama % o expose
man's hidden nature, to reach out his motives, and
m heip him find a mode of salvation. The author
ys an exceeding interest in human affairs and
waﬂn for life's ﬂctunﬁ, In this play Williams
destructive forces of modem life that
have shattered the taditonal values and have
rendered the older civilization. Hence, the play is an
indirect attack on the American civilization and its
efiect on some of ils cilizéns in suppressing,
distorting and frustrating them .
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impact of Culture on Transiation
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Abstract . ) )
Although  linguistic  difficulties may form
. atic arcas m translation, the cultural are more
serious. A competent translator should be able to
overcome whatever linguisiic problems faced m a text
since he/she should master both, the source (SL) and
L) languages _However, a lingustcally
competent translaior is not necessarily always fully
vaint Iﬂf] 1.{-}!31 the mnurﬁ.dﬂd ﬂf‘ﬁ the SL and TL,
cularly if not provi wi e opportunity fo
ammil-lliw in m;’rg_u'tmﬂ] environment of ﬂi? SL
and/or” |1 communities.
Cultural knowledge covers the mdividuals natural
1 ings, the environment in which he/she lives,
This environment has its beanngs on the understanding
and classification of the objects in the world It 15
determined by the souci-culiural aspects, phenomena
and ohjects in their natural mmmnm%ﬂ which in their
turn have their bearings on thought and understanding
as well as on the notion of the signifier/signifed.
.. Inter-cultural _mmmdﬁ'sundm:j%mm}' also  be
atftnbuted 1o different and liar K

sitions, which be different
E‘ l:rfqu.:n&hadsandﬁgrmf?qgui cﬁslﬂri“mb:twwm
&0

Accordingly, this research paper attempts to cover
some  salient cultural problems, which * may face
::gf:_lﬁlatm and form an mmpact on hisher target lex
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introduction

Translaum rJaroperr is not samp!y ;;5 ?ggscesﬁﬂ ﬂf

tbe sc:urce ! SL} into th 2t language
TL). It also is not merely a matter of searching for
¢ closest linguistic equivalents
ultimate goal of translation is
which forms its essence. Thus, translation
+ involves the r&ndi;pﬁjn of Iu1 mtn: anc
extralinguistic properties o fter
ST) rntngutl'ie Tlpr'!qm (hereafter TT'} DIﬁE‘IEﬂEE‘S of
culture can s:ause more serious complications in
translation than do lingwstc differences. Cultural
differences and different knowledge of the world
can lead to unnaturainess in the TT. Translators
may face the problem of not finding a
mrreqpund TL equivalent item, that has an
uivalent cultural function, which is problematic,
s, translation 15 not on 5 an mte lectual and
craauvgﬁ_mwﬁg aof mgumu:: Iy transferring an 8T
into a but also mvolves a specific social and
{lzuhﬁm%mmnlex% that [I'JfDITI:'IS und su'uctl.uﬁs it.
translation is a dou

since it involves two {ﬁ:rr:nt es mpm
tWo different cultures. However, ingu.lq'ut:a 1y
competent translator should be able to snlve any

I gtic problematic areas in the text. It
cuﬁlljlml pmblems can perplex him/ her, lf m'rt

1l acquainted with the cultural backgrﬂun
bnth, the SL and the TL.

What is Culture?

To begin with, Culture in a.nﬂ‘u'npnlng}' 15 an
all encompassing term, mfcmng to three
areas of meaning: (1) Culture 15 an evo uta-:rn
-I:?m.ept. (2) a descriptive concept; (3) a mode of
ifie
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'ﬂ E]"']S "alp-e* it 18 piwcsed tu classify culture

f lh.t i ! h-r e ﬁf;
components of this leve m ﬂS SEMse, 1e
to %mg bevond lan ».In relafion to which

language is used, Le., the ex Imguasﬂc situation of
communication. Some  scholars reer to the

inguistic class of f&aﬁ.u‘es as m cxﬁ%:klsui: or
Famlmgulsu: However, term 1stic

tures is used gem:m]ly here to 0 any

ﬁlLﬁ of ﬁa xtralinguistic Mtuaimns and
S cifically to r mmmum-:ann
iﬁﬂwmgyfuwsml Igmspm?}, who defines it &
wnol clearly :!.nu! 3& ke in Iln uistic terms”™.

Cultural d different knowledge
of the world mn lf.'ad m the production of
translations marred with emonesus  concepts,
different semantic fields and different tics,
Even universal concepts, e.g., culture, civilization
democracy, etc., may involve different mental
copnotations  in  different  languages and their
cu

Types of Culture 1 ) )
Every cultural community has its own socio-

culu{ml dystem , which ei :h dsﬂ?ﬁrs from ‘;I-:I'
OVEria I some e L wl ather s
D]ﬂ‘erg;l areas DFHEET e .g., rituals heﬁ;
-cush:rma} ., create variafion in cultures,

tun: may be viewed in terms of component
patterns _and mng.gggnns,e culfural traits,
areas and t}rpr:s, in of insti structures,
e, S-DE-IEl -urya;ﬁmﬂna‘ systems and laws, El.I'IIEI n
terms of norms functions, e.g., reliuluus beliefs,
customs, efc. .

'However, Nida 31964 :40) poses
classical classificanon of :(1) ecology; %ﬂ m&tma]
cultare; (3) social culture; (4) reil.muus culture: and

Ty



{51 linpuistic culture, The latter, ie Fﬁ} s
redundant since it is embedded in all the former
types

5

Meanwhile, (1981 -ﬂﬁ"l r:atﬂgnnzﬂq
Lu]'[l.ll‘E mto four l:,rprzs {1} ecology; (2) mat

culture, Emdg. sclennﬁc termumlng}, 13 su::rc:al
cultre’ ideology, which seems reminisceni
of Nidas -:,Iass;t ication.

In this , the notion of culture is that it 1s a
cnm?ﬂnmt ) ﬂ1|1eh emajjén istic Iievcl Whll:lcht
1Tk HTEEESFEL I e Wor :,'ﬂlh:l arng) LE
has its bearings on it, Failure to translate the
extralinguistic prnpemes may break down

communication with the addressee. Such a failure

can be ing to the target (TT) throu

instances of ambiguity and even vagueness.

The Extralinguostic Level g e -
In this paper, the extralainguistic level is

d-f:ﬁnﬁi in terms of tics) 1n its broadest

ELI‘IE-E ties n narrow sense covers the

ers be iefs on the sentence level ). This notion
cht': a means for drawing the boundary
linguistic and e:lttmlm stlc detennumnts
maticality, in terms of ary
hetwem Imgl.usilc knuwfed?e and I-:nuwl of the
world, the components tics, therefore,
are: ( }kmzml of the world, The components
of which [E‘i& the ecological subcomponent
surrcrund:% mwmnnﬁnt] ich mvErs T.hn
cultural an I{u] social subcomponents an
institutional {man — made norms Emd mles}, '[[hc
truth values (personal value judgments))
following figure may itlustrate thé nofion

ITY



Figure (1) The Components of the
9 E:-!trallngulshﬁmei

Fj'agmalius

/‘N\\\

Knowledge of the Word Truth value

M SO

Ecological Institutional

o g

Cuitural Social

l{nuwlaige of the World

Knowl of the World 15 essential in
determinin meaning of an ufterance. It :5
formed various aspects, ncluded lin
knowledge, socio-culwral, political and re gio us
beliefs, evel of miucahun, age, m ele. Since the
knowledge of the world varies from _one %s«nn

, pragmatic association also ditier from one
person 1o another. No cmnmunmmm is possible
unless interlocutors knowledg
u.hu:h 15 formed of knuwlad.gr: of the world anPa

ence, singe understandi i5
knﬂwied -E-b&'s::c?ﬁ' g

Thereme it is safe to infer that the process of
translating involves: (1) forming a tation of
the intending meaning in a text (the role of the

dresser) and (2) decoding the representation o
the addresser’s intended meaning (the role of the

T



addresser). In  both  eases, the extent of
understanding is determined by the extent of the
knowledge of the World.

The ecological Subcomponen

"I‘Imumgmlngmaj hmﬁcdge 15 derived from the
individual's natural environment, which determines
the understanding and classification of the objects
in the world, which have their bearing on the mtmn
of the signifier/signified.

Lafiguage 15 considerably influenced b
ecol and acquires s meanings from it
(1 )] nb:ﬂn'es that the extremity of weﬂd
ecological variations often create considerable
difficulty in finding some eguivalence in terms

which designate such ecological features.

Thiz observation 15 applicable two the
ecological differences -:-f' thc ga:r ;i%ucal Elﬂll‘t
between the Arab ntain,
differences and the exh?enuw l::f weather made the
Arabs and the Brtish view the seasons differently
and mirror a def‘m outlook and connotations
tlerUﬁJa'- lan E Pejorative connotations that the

ted expressions and the cold-related
English expre-ssmns bear are due to the unbearable

winter for the British, e.g., «—# s ie, he was
overwhelmed by grief, « 1, -~ i.e. became very

gEy ive somebod thtmld shoulder, i.c..
'th ave cold feef, ie., feel afraid; throw

water on a plan, 1.e, discourage it, etc.
Meanw]ru!e? the Arabic barid {ml and 1ts

synonymous and related expressions are favorable
to the Arabs, e.g., ¢ -—e pd, i, to feel overjoyed

for something (literally my hosom became iced);

17d



ol 3 L=, ie.ahappy man (literally, a man

whose eye are cooled), ete

However, the English lexical item warm and
its Arabic equndl.,m,_.,_tl: both imply a capacity for
feeling and expres rliﬁ love, care and attention, e.
He is a warm person, i.e.. s
warmio one's work, ie., became cager; he was
warmly received, i.e., was welcomed vs. s Lz,

i.e., a beautiful smile, #> < «», beautiful voice, etc.
Aziz (1982: l?.;l uhsewes that when the word
‘summer’ in Shakespeare's sonnet No. |8, for
instance, Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day is
rendered in to Arabic it leads to a loss in mean
and beauty and thus would spoil the original verﬁ
image.
The Institutional Subcomponent
This Subcomponent covers  man-made
systems, rules, terms, labels, etc. Followin
w.-ma:k Ll'&iﬂf F0-75 ' names, mslmmﬂm
cultural terms shade into each He
classifies this ! "?rubcmns{:honent into five cmegnne&
proper names, | ical institutional terms, (3
international ms-.umm:mal terms, (4) nationa
institutional terms, and (5) cultural terms.
However, in this paper cultural terms are deajt
with as 3. 5 su umpnnent, which_ s

| hmmﬁg
E.lﬁ'ﬁe:'mce 15 atl:rnl?:c:rnt:e?1L to a di ﬂllleegt:eThm

rspective. Newmark argues that proper names and
ESltu.ual terms are insfitutional since the two

categories involve terms, wlm:h refer to persons
objects, processes, efc., in a given socio-cul mrai
commumty. He dLS-I!IIIgUIShL‘E t the former h
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gingular references, while the latter refer to classes
of entities.

this paper, it is proposed that the cultural
subcomponent - covers physmai and conceptual

culture-specitics, which are typical of the natural
sunwrﬁ‘ &nwmnment m‘.t individual, e.g,

ional objects, tage, elc. ects
shnul:i not be randumf},f trans ated unless they have
accepted and recopnized T.ranslalmn, e,

international institutions which have become known

by their abbreviations, e.g., UNiili oo, BBC ita

il o 3205y, andfor acronyms, e.g., UNESCO b

saacall I,_..:_\:Ij imglzh i..i'l.i:II_r- .r_,-'il-lrl_, r—l-l—l 'll.l, NATO & il
b5, ete.

The strategy of u'anslatmﬁ institutional terms 1s
that names sthhnul:l not be lated UII]ESS the
medan! or the connotation 1s Iimportant 1o
mas&anﬁ If a translator is in doubt regarding
institufional  terms, transcription 15 safer than
translation. An example of an error is the translation
of some traffic signs posts, e.g., 224! s into New

Baghdad.

The Socia

AT i 1 (1990:59-60)
who Inllm'irs the former, propose a
measurement of social abstract conce both uf
which are reminiscent of Zade's Fuzzy logic

System.
Figure (2) Measuring an abstract Concept

Eici- “H
AV I I H-} Mol
. ST et

i
Average
LT



Translating such abstract concepls as
‘generosity’, *haspitality’, ete., is rather problematic
since they involve sociall 3.* different fferent connotations,
communicative values and evaluative nwamng)
Consider how different the concepts of '
and ‘hospitality’ are when cor anngthf:lrde
I.nl'hLl:astvs Weﬂ_,“&latt‘rm)rmmtuan

ritish, and even within a Emgie culmural
cmmnumtjf, eg., the c-rth, central and south of
[rag, the City vs. vill the pmpﬂsad scale
shown above serves in s

In the Arab world, co is continuously
offered to visitors, unless they shake the final ¢ Cup
they wish to be offered. If visitors were offered
boiled Turkish coffee, which would be skimmed, it
wuuld be msulung m Iraq but not in order Arab

Lt banon, etc., it is
e.rrf;l EIl.ﬂ.d Iunu:h or dinner, offeri m::e

Lg&:::d by the crusty bottom of the c-rx;hn
to guests express lack ﬂngﬁE:rﬂﬂltj-’ and bad'

hospitality because its connpotation is that there is no
more to offer. Moreaver, if one intends to embark
on setting out or doing snmeﬂ'un and some one
sneezes once, an lragr person abstains from the
plan, because ‘the one sneeze means prohibition and

patience —- 5244 , while two sneezes mnnntes an
urge to go ahead.is| =

Such cases are problematic in translation. A
visitor at any mealtime in Britain could simply be
denied entry by the Expreqslﬂn “sorry, we are in the
middle of unch which is acoeg&able there bm
would by rather insulting the
Moreover, a glass of wamr or at best a cup of Lﬂffee
or tea is rather sufficient to offer to a visitor in
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Wcsz,l but not in the Arab Waorld, where a visitor is
E"y with a variety of offering.

ocial conduct can create stumbling blocks in
translation since it hﬁem the Com gion of
social behavior and nomms in different culnures.
Intercultural understanding can _be reached by a
recognition of their dlfferences Similarities usually
surface  throu a cross-examination of the
differences.

Accordingly, the difference of average norms
and values m considered to reach an adequate
observation. Mirrel (1976:50) observes that in the
Ubﬁ almost always the elder citizens are put in

homes, a conduct which is heavily based ﬂn
lh act that p-::rsnnal life and” personal
independence is more valued than mkmg care ufﬂle
elder le, e.g., cnne s parents. To the Arabs, such
& con is reparded as dmrespec’mﬂ and callous.

A personal ju . whi
values are ch
very from one person to ven personal
truth values change b}' t:me of because of
inference, beliefs, expenience, conviction, etc., thus,
Imlnwledge of the world has its impact on truth
values

Truth-conditiopal semantics maintains that
meaning can be defined in terms of the real world
conditions, under which a sentence may be used to
express a true statement. Truth- :::undiuunul
sernantics belong to formal semantics, which refers
to analy EIS.II'ltEmlSD truth condition of a logical

'stean'Stal 1985: 318

Lyosis (1 El iTi] 171) observed that Formal

amnantms 15 rded as complementary to

A



pragf;ﬂu:s., whic *1:“; r;*ﬁ: part of meaning that is not

The ngmstm vs.%:tra ngulstu: Levels
basic di n the lnguistic
and the n:xtralm 1Stic lt\-':l::. and lhmr bearings on
I"I‘IE-‘&I'LI lf thal the former is derived from the
reatmnshlp between the linguistic 1ten15
whﬂt e latter involves the external relationshi
bet'-meen [I} the linguistic items, (2) the lan
}‘ e addresser’s i g mm:anm ; .
5 inlerpretation, e context o
situation, “h:::hrpdﬂtﬂrmmeq the situation-ali

ity-
E@C&ﬁc memm;:%esser 193(162} intertextuality  (

5 it is safe to infer that trmsiatmn proper
NV Ves mg,umlc aspects of an utterance 1e, text-
presented knowledge, as well as the extra linguistic

components which map the IC meanin

hased on the translatar's knowledge of the world
(Including the cultural knowledge) and the textual
meaning on the concepts’ of cohesion and
coherence .

Hatim and mason (1990:237-238) observe
communication i1s easier between people
belonging to the same culture and language, since
there 15 a constant use of strategies, which secure
rative mteraction
Thls notion support Nida (1964:160-161) who
b.'i that ling u_tsni-: and culturalt distance lf.an be
]:m.:- e mmuansﬂmnmmmtmsp&m ics, in
?al distance, may be alien to r
mnununmﬁs He maintains that failure in
awnam rendition ma} lead to instances of
mterference and observes ‘that the mere culturally
distant are the SL. and TL. the more translation
problems are faced.
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This leads to the conclusion that a translator
should  be .hn%utstlcali}r and extralinguistically
competent in the SL and TL, to be able 1

ce the equivalent meaning and connotations
of the ST into the 1T. For instance, Arabic is
ed with expressions of cultural and rehigious
connotations. An'i' attempt to force such
on the TT would lead to instances caused
cultural gaps.

Connotations and Communicative Value
The connotative meaning involves the
emotive and evaluative meaning of a :
Palmer(1976:13,64) associates meaning involves
emotive and evaluative meaning of a world.

Palmer (1976:13,64) associates it with itive
meaning and s that it also refers to the stylistic
of even_ the dialectal differences, and n a

connotation of a world becomes distasteful it is
replaced euphermsm.  Leech(1981:14-16)
defines the connotalive meaning in terms of what il
refers to, which involves varigus non-criterial
E:gpemus. In addition to the physical properties of
referent, which form the denotative (or Leech’s
conceptual meaning), the connotative meaning
involves ]psyi:hulﬂg}cai f{ﬁllncutl}fel ﬂd ﬁsqe
roperties o signified, w 13
okl o mdividunl's soial and cultiral
attitude. Connotations are not stable. They very
from a person to another, a Culture to another, and
even within a single speech community over
historical perniods.” Connotative meaning s
indeterminate and open- ended.



Somc Silent Cultars) oL E Tromieins in Transhai
Following Eml lﬁl}—lﬁl} Il:.'as
LIQS'%&AEE} a]mmu I fméf f?mn een
ua at are cultural erent is more
diffi cultgihagnes that between lan LFLEE'ES that are close
or related. However, translation is not_only an
intellectual and creative process of transferning an
T into a TT, but also involves the
essential relationship with the overall cultural
context as well as the specific social and i:ulmm]
n:nntel:it and rﬁlmf}{]j mnm]::taumﬂ ore,
translation is a doubly complex process, since it
involves two difterent languages and their two

cltfﬁ:remcu ltures.

A general sira to solve the problem of not
finding a comes ng TL equivalent for an SL
item 18 t::: resort 1o a non- corresponding equivalent
item which has an equivalent function. For instance

the Arabic idiomatic expression «—L sl 3/ ; should

be rendered in to the English idiomatic expression
10 add insult to m1ur3.- which transmit an equivalent
communicative valué and realize a similar function.

The f{rl]n:mm}ﬁ:are some pitfalls, wha-:h ma_r
lead to the loss of tural significance of

due to literal rendition of some culture- EPBEI:hr:h
because of lack of knuwledge of cultural

und:
Damding a Conc
o b sl whi in Arabic h:ls the connotation
excep{mnal’ ‘unigque ‘unparalleled’

F_th ctc., has been translated in the local
e mhullc leader, which, if back
-r.la:e::] wnulgc']v the pejorative meanmg of
figurehead. The pmpat wransiation is The leader,



the symhaol .+ 0+ 1t ranslated by the 1'“"“
English press as popular Army, w‘m:h 15
erroneous,  since  popular is synonymous o
famous, admired. The comect is 's Army.
Cansider the problematic ranslation of & el A,
certainly the erroneous rendition by the local press
as Free Women of [rag is rejected, since  ~ refers
to the nobility of character and in, not o
freedom, which is the antonym of slavery,
even worse, it has Ihu pejorative connotation of
loose manners and ill reputation. Another close
example 15 a_=ii Tﬂ l.'IE'l'.‘GdE a problematic concept
it is safer to resort to componential analysis.
Cultural Gaps
There

may be a one word signifier which
exists in both cultures, but the signified differs in its

cultural connotation, e.g. = & vs. cottage, where the
f::-rmer a,:. restricted o the ]:nmr while the latter 1s

farmers_house or a summer resort, usuall
Enll:{e pped. The former is built of mud or sh"aw?
latter 15 built of wood or stone, The

concept differs because it is cul ific. Chher

raihe: common examples are some kinship terms,
cousin, uncle and aunt. Cousin has e1g,hl.
d.l ferent kmshlp relation on the father’s an

mother’s sides, uncle and aunt, each has two, wlnle
each of the three have only one in English and there
is no way differentiate between the signifieds.

Totally culturally-bound Cnnceg

ese may lead to referential and hngustic
gaps since they do not exist in the TL culture, e.g.,
sl dak o '-j_.-"l "._-q-ﬂ-._-.l- —= ax2t2 g literal ranslation
would ™ be m:;:&.mngi&% e, the yellow winds
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coming from Qdum and Teheran therefore the
st is paraphrasing of the color connotation,
1.2, the Iranian regime's malevolence San Arabic
metaphor used duning the Irag-lran war). Another
example is Jzslslyyis b s ladl e the Arabs
of ar-ridda_are behind the continuation of the
blockade. The term ar-ridda refers to early
Arab-Muslims who reverted from Islam (o their
re- Islamic paganism, following the death of
et Mohammed. Ower the ag,es- the term
underwent semantic extension and acquired a
pejorative political connotation. In the sentence
above, it refers to those Arabs who have departed
from the principles of the Arab Nation and adopted
a hostile attitide towards Iraq to please Iraq's
enemies during the pulf War,

Another example of totally culturally-boun
l:qncq%fs is evident in the extract from Shakespear's
King Lear (Act 1, Sc. [V, p. 20), quoting Kent
addressing King Lear:

...t0 serve him truly that will put me in trust, to
love him that is honest; to converse with him
that is wise; and says little; to fear fudgigmeni, to
ficht when i cannof choose, And eat no fish
A translation of this quotation may run

smooth, except and eat no fish, which is culturall
problematic. Unless the translator is aware of ifs
cultural connotation, communicative and IC
values, he/she would not render the equivalent
meaning that in Shakespeare’s times, only Roman
Catholics, who were against the m% d,
ate fish, while Kent was a Pro t and a
supporter of King Lear. :

. An owl connotes ill omen in the Arab world,
while represenis wisdom Britain, Lizards are

151-'



dispusting to _the Arahs, while taken as
those in the West. Dogs are regarded as fil héqb}f
Muslims who believe that houses includin
are deprived of Godly Blessings, whlle the nﬁl
Ih.rm ific proverb expresses how dear
are he , love me love my which
La]m n% equivalent in_Arabic smr:e
mentality is o different. This proverb Shﬂ'l.lld
be translated as ,g:.,.nﬁ-._.iu"l._.nf',.:l-'r %, which is a non-
carresponding egivalent proverh ﬂ'tat expresses the
meanin and n-:nm of the English proverb.
(1993:229) attributes  inter-cultural
rm'_-'.Lmdf.:rslﬂm.lmg 1o dl{rﬂﬁ“(lla Hﬂdﬂﬁdu?gﬂﬂtl‘rﬂ
fic presuppositions, Ni
En"}] tes them to cultural distance,
’ Many other such problematic areas are found
in the tems Thal cXist In dlffLTcnt cultures and have
different functions and label . In the Arab wmd
there are various names o ates swords, hu:m
clouds, ete., in English, the vanety involves Els
winds, are a in. T.l'reEsfurnushaveayan of the
5 of sp-::m the highland Quechura “Indians
ose main diet is pmames have over 200
different names for ]
Colour terms alsu mnamme: _interesting
cultural differences, e.g., in English white signifies
brown when coll with coffee, i.e. white
coffee which means with milk, vet its colour is
brown, and signifies yellow when’ collocating with
wine.. Green signifies wet in Aral:-t:: while it
signifies an immarure person in English

Religions Associations

ghgious beliefs can overload the TT and
such differences can form a cultural barrier in
translation. Take for instance the concept of

L8



fatalism, which domnates the Muslim-Arab culture
and expresses a submission to the will of Allah
Almighty through such key words as 6. —aitied
(destiny, fate), 4i = o « & 05l (i God is willing),

F | (1993:43) observes that most of the
Arabic fa ¢ expressions allude to theism as
Ultimate Power that controls absolutely everything,
while in English culture, theism is an irrelevancy.

Such instances in translation can lead to loss
of meaning and of communication as Beau le
and Dressler (1981:3) maintain that e 3
acceptability 15 restnc communication can be
dwenf s iate  strategy to solve such

n 1 5 o solve s

problems ?ﬁ%a}:}un is g{n maneuver such
interference by selecting fatalism-free equivalents
n ish, to uce a natural, intelligible and
aoo%ihle text to the mentality of addressees from
other cultures.

Speech Acts

The study of this aspect is beyond the scope of

paper, but Since there is relativity, what is

convenient of speech Act Theory is dealt with.

In principle any text involves gets: -

(1 'lhted ltd:;::uu:umry Act: |mr||:||1.fcs the E%tlﬂu]n

perform produce meaningful sentences, e

illocutionary ~ Act: _special sgc?m to it through

B;lm!cul&r communicative devices, i.c., expresses
e intended meaning, (3)the perlocytionary Act: is

the effect of an utterance on the addressee, which

represents the pragmatic A :

. The following example shows how a senior

interpreter failed in rendering the illocutionary force

of an inter-cultural instance. Prior to the Gulf war,

the representative of the USA TV network CNN

Ll X



ﬁaﬂhdad TV, Oct. 29.1990) posed a guestion to
I President S Hussein, saving,

play cards, sir? It Im}ns to me that you

I-r.e sumehud}‘ taking a ﬁ!ﬁ}. with not a

w: .=+ (EL-Samir

ey hand A sl L difere
Jllc-munnanf fnrce the utterance in cnmex!.,En
one hand,” and d: not expiam ghsh
umdvenﬁnﬂy I'.rmsfnrmed the mtmded
unintentionally, thus, created an unin
perlocutionary act by FHLE. the president. The failure

1l:|5n attributable to Id translation of the culh_lt‘reh
mempc'hur L tu misint on of a
differen of speech act, :am cultural

distance mamfests a differencé in the
knowledge nf the world. The result was a negative
shift of Communication, ]he E.ddI‘EESEI' 3
ot . Te misiues te?fe!at o led HE €
ons store, misin ion o
produce an irmelevant perlocutiomary act:
Cards? Gambling? ... as believers in Allah
Almighty and as muslims, we consider plying
cards a sin, and it m even a greater sin when
mmm:tttd ﬁya Head of State.
the result was breakdown of
-:m&munmatmn caused by misinterpretation of a
culture-pound utterance.

False Friends

However, Iangutzfiﬁﬁ of related cultures can
also ﬁ;!l'lTI sencrus p Is for translators, e. 1%
l:rurter talian) translation, though
pe i.‘:ﬂt uah. o 1em:,.al level, serve as a
rem!nder of the validity of Sapir's Stﬂlﬂ'l'l'lfnt that

each langunge repreSenits a separate reality

'|E_'1



iBasmf:n Me Guire, 1980:19), Between butter and
Lhere is a distinction between the objects
gimﬁa:l their functions and their values in therr
ral context. Although both are ma:de of EEI'I'II-
similar in ients, butter is used for Ing o
bread less in cooking, thus the r: m‘e-bﬂﬂnd
idiom bread and butter, i.e.- = 3.3 while burro
primarily used in cookin
Yel another example is that in 1930 Gaulle
decided to unpmve the Frenc % tax
increase on_ win, alcohol et tabac. This was
mustranslated by the BBC news bulletin as increase
nf tn:m. on wine, alcohol and tobaceo, The French
was inaccurately rendered in to English
as {alr:nhut} v.*hu.h Jmph&s the French wine 15
aleohol free, while TEI ll"anslall{!n should
have been(spurits) thus the uld read “
taxes on wine, splnl:s and tobacco ”
These and various other n;::amﬁlm 1I1usuate
the impact of culture on translation. It is a fact
cultural problems are more difficult to solve 1han
linguistic problems in translation, since the former
carl, cause different mental connotations dug to
different values and functions.
ﬁccnrmn.%ly they lead to unnaturalness of TT

reakdown of communication.
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