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Rhetoric and Pragmatics: Strategies of interpretation and perception
Assist. Prof. Dr. Dhafer Kadhim

Dept. of Arabic Language, College of Education for Girls ,
University of Basrah
Abstract:

Talking about classical rhetoric or antiquity in general, Arabic or otherwise, we
recall the educational and standardized orientation associated with it. After a long-
term failure to adapt and adjust to match the literary and artistic aspects of the
emerging genres or the evolution of the existent ones, the 50s of the last century
witnessed a remarkable rise of linguistics-associated rhetoric, currently known as the
contemporary rhetoric. This research discusses the distinctive aspects which
characterize the contemporary rhetoric. It addresses how the new theoretical
underpinnings impact on how a text or speech could be interpreted and perceived,
taking into consideration the pragmatics of the multitude of reference points. How do
the reference points determine the interpretation strategies is covered by four sections
that cover the difference between the classical rhetoric and pragmatics, especially
through the lenses of the semiotics of language and the cognition of knowledge and
how they impact the interpretation of the metaphor and literary images.

Keywords: Rhetoric , Pragmatics , Interpretation , Perception .
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