
 

 

 

 

The legislative vacuum in regulating the use of water and 
rationalizing its consumption in Iraq - a comparative study  

 

Abstract 

The environmental legal system in Iraq suffers from a 

legislative vacuum in the field of water rationing and 

rationalization of consumption while many countries in the 

region are aware of the importance of speeding up filling 

this vacuum as a precautionary measure, which enable it to 

address the crisis of water scarcity. The legislative vacuum 

means the absence of the legal regulations that regulate and 

govern the individuals' behavior concerning the use of the 

water resources in order to guarantee the public ownership 

rights of these resources, on the one hand, and for the 

optimal use of these resources, on the other hand. The 

absence of the legal regulation for the water sector in Iraq 

has played an important role in exacerbating the water crisis 

and the wide-spreading of the phenomenon of waste and 

extravagance. It is worth mentioning that we discussed this 

issue by shedding light on the manifestations of this 

legislative vacuum on two aspects, which are regulating the 

use of water and the water's rationalization with the related 

legal means. In conclusion, we discussed a number of 

conclusions and recommendations. The most important one 

was the need to legislating a law for water, whose text deals 

the legal definitions and principles related to water and its 

resources, to the rights of individuals and institutions to 

benefit from them and to the restrictions applied to this 

right; as well as the need to the criminalization of the 

excessive use of water and its use for non-designated 

purposes, along with the need to the imposition of deterrent 

sanctions for the transgressors and defaulters.
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http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/380791468161962301/pdf/300930BRI0ARAB0E0BN0050Arabic090

Low.pdf

 

(MERIC)2006

http://www.un.org/ar/esa/hdr/hdr06.shtml                                           

https://www.maajim.com/dictionary/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A  

http://dspace.univbiskra.dz:8080/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/6439/%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8

%B4%D9%8A%20%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D

8%A7%D9%86.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

(BRUCE JENNINGS ENNINGS, PAUL HELTNE & KATHRYN KINTZELE), Principles of Water Ethics, 

 (Minding Nature Summer 2009, Volume 2, Number 2).  

https://www.isesco.org.ma/ar/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/05/Eau.pdf
http://www.mwi.gov.jo/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/380791468161962301/pdf/300930BRI0ARAB0E0BN0050Arabic090Low.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/380791468161962301/pdf/300930BRI0ARAB0E0BN0050Arabic090Low.pdf
http://www.un.org/ar/esa/hdr/hdr06.shtml
https://www.maajim.com/dictionary/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%25A
https://www.maajim.com/dictionary/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%25A
https://www.humansandnature.org/august-2009-vol-2-num-2
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http://alrai.com/article/720664/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%D9

%84%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%B3-8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-2014 

http://www.abhoer.ma/pages_externes/Reglementation/police-eau-Ar.pdf
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http://www.abhoer.ma/pages_externes/Reglementation/police-eau-Ar.pdf
http://www.abhoer.ma/pages_externes/Reglementation/police-eau-Ar.pdf
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https://www.humansandnature.org/filebin/pdf/minding_nature/August_2009_Principles_of_Water_Et
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https://www.humansandnature.org/august-2009-vol-2-num-2
https://www.humansandnature.org/august-2009-vol-2-num-2
https://www.humansandnature.org/filebin/pdf/minding_nature/August_2009_Principles_of_Water_Ethics.pdf
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