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Abstract

The researcher addresses the significant role played by the Ash‘ari
school in fostering and preserving intellectual and doctrinal unity in the
Maghreb countries of North Africa. This phenomenon contrasts with the
situation in many regions of the Eastern Islamic world, where sects,
groups, doctrines, and schools proliferated, and no intellectual, doctrinal,
or political movements managed to eliminate or suppress them. The
researcher seeks to study the historical stages of the development of the
Ash‘ari school's doctrinal thought in the Maghreb countries of North
Africa and how these stages contributed to establishing the intellectual
and doctrinal unity that persists to this day. The researcher adopted the
historical-analytical methodology to address the subject matter. He
identified three main phases through which Ash‘ari doctrinal thought
evolved and deeply influenced the intellectual and political structures of
North African Islamic society. The first phase began with Al-Qalanisi (d.
359 AH) and ended with Al-Safagsi (d. 501 AH).The second phase
started with 1bn Tumart (d. 524 AH), passed through figures such as Al-
Dharir (d. 520 AH) and Ibn Al-Arabi (d. 543 AH), and concluded with
Al-Sallaji (d. 574 AH).The final phase was led by Al-Sanusi (d. 895 AH),
who produced a wealth of writings. Each of these stages contributed to
dissolving doctrinal and intellectual differences among the various
cultural and ethnic groups in the region. This success was reflected in the
establishment of societal and political peace throughout the Maghreb for
several centuries
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