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The impact of the crown prince on governance in the Abbasid era

(132-656 H/ 750-1258 AD)
Dr. Ahmad shahab ahmad kasar® Assist Prof. Dr Ghazi Faisal Saleh Diab®
University of Anbar- Basic Education - Haditha Directorate of Education, Anbar Governorate

Abstract:

The crown prince is one of the important positions that were created in
the political system of the Arab Islamic state, and the crown prince played a
major role in carrying out the burdens of the position he held and the tasks
assigned to him. There are reasons that led to its emergence; perhaps the
most prominent of which is the expansion of the state; and thus avoiding the
occurrence of disagreement and conflict over power after the death of the
caliph. The forms and formulas of the crown prince varied; in line with the
political conditions that the state was going through on the one hand, and the
orientations, visions, point of view and philosophy of governance of the
caliphs on the other hand. The Abbasid era witnessed at times the
appointment of three crown princes at the same time, whether by direct or
indirect inheritance. Special decrees were issued upon appointment, and
upon dismissal as well. The caliphs were keen to obtain the pledge of
allegiance from the provinces for the crown prince; in order to give
legitimacy to his rule. In the second and last eras of the Abbasid Caliphate,
foreign elements represented by the Turks, Buyids and Seljuks, which
dominated the institution of the caliphate, played a major role in choosing
the crown prince; In order to achieve their desires and tendencies, this
increased the weakness of the state and fueled enmity and hatred between the
crown princes.
Keywords: Crown Prince, Caliph, Abbasid era, appointment.
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