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Abstract:
Currently, non-state actors play an important role in international relations, led by
multinational corporations, which have developed and grown through the global
capitalist system based on freedom and the market economy. They have been able
to influence various developing countries. Developing countries, as host countries
for transnational corporations, have been affected by their activities at their level,
whether economically, socially, environmentally, or especially politically. The
economic power of multinational corporations has given them political power
through which they have been able to influence the sovereignty of developing
countries. Considering that multinational corporations are one of the most
important drivers of international trade, their influence on the global economic
system is inevitable. Since national economies are an integral part of the global
economy, they must be affected by the developments that affect the global economy.
Multinational companies are among the driving factors towards the emergence of
the phenomenon of globalization due to the enormous potential they possess,
whether this potential is material or human, which helped them to spread widely
and rapidly. These companies practice their economic activity in various countries
of the world and control the economies of developing countries in particular
through their control over the sources of primary resources in those countries in
addition to their control over the political decision in most of those countries.
Considering that oil is a strategic commaodity for producing and exporting countries
in general, and for Iraq in particular, international experiences have proven that
oil is an important means of achieving economic growth, and an important tool in
comprehensive economic, social and political development. It is also an important
source of hard currency for any national economy and a means of linking the local
economy to the global economy Supporting the balance of payments and
contributing effectively to supporting other productive and economic sectors,
especially since Iraq has the third largest oil reserve in the world after Saudi Arabia

and America, can be relied upon to implement economic development programs
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and achieve financial surpluses that can raise the size of the national income, and
thus raise the standard of living of the population. The Iraqi oil sector today needs
large capital, advanced technology and global expertise, which is what foreign direct
investment will provide in addition to many benefits and privileges such as
employing workers, marketing products and introducing modern administrative
methods. Therefore, the research focused on discussing and analyzing the role and
impact of multinational companies on the Iraqi oil sector.

Key words: Multinational companies, foreign oil companies, oil sector, Irag.
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