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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the levels of academic risk among university
students and to identify the significance of differences in academic risk among
university students according to the variables of gender (male-female) and
specialization (scientific-human). The current research is determined by the students
of the University of Karbala, both males and females, for the academic year 2022-
2023. The research sample consisted of 569 male and female students from both
majors, 248 male and female students from the scientific specialization, and
321 male and female students from the humanities major, who were selected using a
stratified random sample method with proportional distribution from the colleges of
the University of Karbala. To achieve the objectives of the research, the researcher
built an academic risk-taking scale based on the definition and theory of Clifford
(2011). Facing situations of failure and recovering from failure. Using the statistical
package for social sciences (SPSS), the research revealed that university students are
characterized by academic risk, and they have a tendency towards medium-risk tasks.
There are statistically significant differences in academic risk according to the gender
variable (male-female) and in favor of females. There are no statistically significant
differences according to the variable of specialization (scientific or human).
According to the results of the current research, the researcher came up with a
number of recommendations and suggestions.
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Recommendations:

1.University teachers move away from traditional and routine educational methods,
in which the primary goal of education is the absence of errors, as teachers are
mostly concerned with maximizing success and minimizing failure and error more
than ensuring moderate risk. And also the methods of evaluation in exams, which
work to reduce the readiness towards academic risk for students, including the desire
of the university teacher for perfect answers, and answers free from errors, and it is

required that the answer matches what is stipulated in the study materials (deaf

memorization).

2.The university teachers who are in charge of supervising the fourth-stage students
in the graduation research direct their students to choose research topics without fear
or hesitation and encourage them to challenge and take academic risks, and also not
resort to falsifying the results in the event that the research results do not match with

previous studies or With what is stipulated in scientific books and references as long

as they are committed to the basics of scientific research.

3.Undergraduate teachers help students identify circumstances in which responses to
academic failure are likely to occur, and turn them into relatively constructive
responses (for example, correcting a mistake, changing a problem-solving strategy,
asking for help), which may help them ensure perseverance. Continuous

achievement, increased internal motivation and this leads them to seek academic

risk.

4.University teachers encourage students to take academic risks to help them
eliminate the stigma of shame from failure by presenting examples of well-known
figures of scientists and inventors who have suffered from failure on their way to

success. Their freely chosen levels of challenge can be raised by focusing on intrinsic
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drivers, as well as by providing them with immediate feedback in order to improve

their performance in the subsequent task.

5.Guiding university teachers to choose academic activities or assignments and
graduation research titles with levels ranging from moderate to high risk, allowing

the student an opportunity to choose the activity or academic assignment that is

commensurate with his capabilities and capabilities.

13.Suggestions:

1.Conducting a study to identify academic risk and its relationship to other variables
such as: (self-esteem, creative self-efficacy, patterns of causal attribution, locus of
control, fear of negative evaluation, achievement motivation, cognitive style

tolerance - intolerance of ambiguity, situational awareness, future directions, decision

making, goal achievement).

2.Conducting a study to identify academic risk and its relationship to the emotions of
achievement among samples: (graduate students, outstanding students and their

ordinary peers).

oyo
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