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American support for the Honduran elections of 1932 and the rise

of General Tiburcio Carias Andino to power until 1935

Nadia Abdullah Fakher

Lotfi Jamil Muhammad

Research Summary:

In 1932, as the United States moved toward full implementation of the Good
Neighbor Policy and increasingly isolated in Honduran affairs, Carias Andino won at
the ballot box and thus legitimized his presidency in accordance with the Treaty of
Peace and Friendship of 1923, Carias had few political enemies at home, and with
the beginning of a new administration in Washington headed by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Carias excelled at governing a country suffering from chaos and financial
weakness. Carias' ingenuity in resolving Honduras' internal problems was not the
only reason behind improved relations with The United States during the first years
of his presidency. Rather, he demonstrated his skill in manipulating official American
opinion regarding his regime, and he never missed an opportunity to demonstrate
his eagerness to meet Washington’s desires, whether at an official banquet with
American diplomats or in pushing a reciprocal trade agreement through the hesitant
Honduran Congress, Carrias always made sure he played the role of friend and ally
of the United States. There were a number of early rewards that Carrias received
from the United States for his stabilization successes. He was not only allowed to
purchase American military aircraft but was given the freedom to employ American
pilots in 1934, One year after coming to power, Carias benefited from the American
non-interference philosophy through Washington's desire to change the arms
embargo. Changing the arms embargo to allow only the Carias government to
determine who manages Honduran weapons was the most paternalistic option

available to political decision—-makers in the United States. The United States will no
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longer need to protect its citizens or infringe on Honduran sovereignty by sending

marines to its shores, because Carias can now impose peace on the Hondurans.
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