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ABSTRACT

Magamas represent an elevated heritage and a unique art
that characterize Arabic literature. This literary art emerged in
the 4™ A.H. century by Badia' Al-Zaman Al-Hamathany and
have continued till this day. Magamas collected both
narrative and intensive rhetorical style by its use of rhetorical
arts. Its way is workmanship in versification. Therefore, it is
found that Badia Al-Zaman criticized Al-Jahidh and tried to
misvalue his style.

The authors of magamas were not in isolation from
literary and cultural issues instead they focused on these
issues particularly after the emergence of the prominent signs
that initiated, developed and pushed Arabic criticism towards
the specialized methodology. These prominent signs included
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Abu Nawas and what he made, Abu Tamam and his creative
style and Al-Mutanabi inspired people in that time. As a
result, many literary works had been emerged like "Al-Badia",
"Al-Muazanah" and "Al-Wasatah". The concentration was on
issues motivated by criticism towards poetic creativity. These
critical issues were not absent from the authors of magamas'
handling. The goal behind this hasty mention is to reveal the
critical effort of the authors of magamas which is called as
"Critical Effort in Arabic Magamas"'.

This research consists of two sections and introduction.
The introduction deals with the nature of Al magama and the
presence of critical phenomenon in al magama art through
investigating the researchers views. Section one studies
critical views concerned with literature beginning with the
importance of critical phenomena such as plagiarism and old-
new issue. Section two focuses on critical views concerned
with the writer like mastery features and standards and
instinct in criticizing poets and writers.

The research depended on three Magama authors to be
the research subject including Al-Hamathani, Al-Hariri and Al-
Zamakhshari. All of them had mastered and known for this
art. Investigation is depended in this research for detecting
critical views which are then revealed and analyzed through
connecting them with the critics' critical issues

The research ends with a group of results including:
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- Literary criticism was not absent from the minds of the
authors of magamas. It was considered as an integral
part of Arabic culture organization in different ages.

- Critical effort is divided into two sections: issues
concerned with literature and others concerned with
the writer. This indicates the awareness of magama
authors in the inclusiveness of critical process.

- The most important critical issues on which the authors
of magama focused are old-new issues, plagiarism,
criticizing poets and literary books, balancing, instinct,
mastery, etc.

- For al magama authors, criticism was not a goal by
itself except in specific magamas like Al-Jahidiyah and
Al-Quraidiyah for Al-Hamathani; Al-Furatiyah and
poetics for Al-Hariri and prosody magama for Al-
Zamakhshari.

- The authors of magama were characterized by their
standing and adoption of critical views which were
considered as integral parts from this orientation by
their culture and style.

- Originally there was no creative criticism for the
authors of magama. Instead

- Al-Hariri is considered the most one who stood on and
dealt with critical issues, therefore, he is given the
abundant portion in this research
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