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Muslim Gravestones in Andalusia and their Historical and Literary
Importancefrom the Fourth to the Seventh Century AH / the Tenth to the
Thirteenth Century AD
Asst. Prof. Dr. Atheer Abdul-Kareem Sadiq Alalwan

Dept. of History , College of Education for Women,
University of Basrah
Abstract:

Tombstones are important historical sources that convey a documented picture of
society from all aspects of life. It is a means for carrying different cultures,
civilizations, sciences, and arts across successive eras. They are also considered
authentic historical documents distinguished by their neutrality and honesty.lIts value
cannot be disputed, and its authenticity cannot be questioned, as it is contemporary
with the facts and events that it recorded, and has not been distorted by transmitted
narratives. It is also considered one of the historical means that carries a “certain”
aspect related to the history of some personalities, their status, lineage, and virtues,
that their contemporaries were keen to record on their gravestones after their death.
Gravestones have spread throughout Andalusia, dating back to multiple time periods,
and they are distinguished by diversity and multiplicity in terms of material of
manufacture, methods, and artistic styles followed in their manufacture and writing. It
indicates the extent of artistic maturity that the people of Andalusia have reached, as
it allows to trace its historical path from the fourth century to the end of the seventh
century AH, and it constitutes a historical stage for this industry, whose development
and prosperity were linked to the world of the dead.

Keywords: tombstones, Muslims, Andalusia, historical documents, texts and
writings .
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