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The presence of divine presences and their roles in creation
according to shiite narratives
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Abstract:

According to numerous narratives of valid Imamia resources, Imamat has a deep
connection to the creation. On the other hand, creation, apart from the doer of the
deed, who is God himself, and only considering the act of creation needs a specific
purpose. This investigation aims to analyze the link between imam and creation and
seeking the probable ultimate or subjective role of imam with existence. A precise
look at the narratives reveals two kinds of links which is a link with a part of
existence and a link with the totality of existence. Furthermore, in some of the
narratives, there have been discussed of three period of before, during, and after the
creation; the most challenging one of them is before creation. After analyzing the
narratives, different possibilities came into the fore; such as performing the subjective
role in creation and the mere presence and the ultimate role. The assumption of
subjective role in primitive creation, and without pattern, is not acceptable due to the
lack of valid narrative evidence and the inadequacy of narrative texts.

Keywords: Shiite narratives, the link to imam, creation, before creation,
subjective role, ultimate role.
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