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trade between Western Eu-
rope and the Levant. The Brit-
ish demand for cotton in the
nineteenth century brought a
growing number of business-
men to Egypt. The opening of
the Suez Canal in 1869 gave a
further boost to trade in Egypt
as well as increasing its strate-
gic importance. It was the Brit-
ish mercantile expatriate com-
munity which built the first
Anglican Churches in Egypt.
They saw them as the Church
of England in Egypt, as part of
their tribal identity, a bit of the
baggage of Empire that trav-
elled with them wherever they
went. Their church was a club,
like the Turf Club, from which
members of other tribes were
generally excluded. In the Sec-
ond World War the club really
cameintoits own as thousands
of Allied troops found solace in
the newly built All Saints’ Ca-
thedral in Cairo.
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Abstract

This paper will examine the in-

volvement of the Church Mis-
sionary Society (hereafter re-
ferred to as CMS) in Egypt. In
particular it will look at the
way in which the mission re-
lated to the wider church and
to British imperialism in Egypt.

The origins of the Anglican Church

in Egypt are twofold. The
first was the development of
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