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The monotheistic vision in defining the identity of Religious community
in light of the views of Muhammad Hussein Tabatabai

Asst. Lect. Jaafar Sadeq Ayuob Aljazairy

Abstract:

This research clarifies the role of the monotheistic vision in defining the identity of
the religious community in the lights of the methodology and opinions of the great
philosopher and interpreter Muhammad Hussayn Tabatabai, highlighting two
important aspects of society: thought (belief) and behavior (morality). Where the
scholar sets the importance of building these two important aspects in society
according to a Quranic monotheistic vision, to give life a system that achieves the
goals of a society and guides it to its happiness according to the appointed Divine
vision, Tabatabai conjoined these ideas in his philosophical, explanatory, and
mystical writings and in verious other studies, some of which are related to the
doctrine and definition of religion, From those matters emerge the moral rulings that
define and frame the moral and rational behaviors of society's policies. Then he
aligns what the mind rules and accepts with what is emitted by the divine law in a
completed moral and religious vision to guide the community and lead it to
happiness. Thus, faith and morality emerge as two wings on which society soars
towards success.

In this context, the moralistic monotheistic vision faces some obstacles represented in
the logical harmony of exploring morality based on a religious vision and its validity
to manage the community on the one hand, and the moral values that are realized
with mind and social experience and ruled it as a constitution in the human ethics to
manage his community, and here protrudes the role of the primitiveness that Al-
Tabatabai used as a link between the two sides; to make the rational judgments that
are supplied with (conscience/primitiveness) become compatible with the provision
of the Sharia that were conveyed by the revelation of the prophets and its
monotheistic vision.

Keywords: Monotheistic vision, Religion, Religious Community, Morality,
Primitiveness, Al-Tabatabai .
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