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The Woman in Nahj al-Balagha: Statements Referring to a Particular
Woman or Specific Women: A Study in Language and Style in Light
of the Holy Quran

Asst. Prof. Dr. Anwar Aziz Jalil Al-Asadi
University of Basrah , College of Education for Humanities , Department of Arabic
Language

Abstract

The term "woman" in this research is used either in a general sense or to refer to specific women.
It is either mentioned by name—contextually explicit—as in the case of Lady Khadijah and Lady
Aisha, may Allah be pleased with them, or determined by the context of the situation. The research
analyzes the language and style of Alawi texts, interpreting classical terms into meanings closer to
contemporary language, and examines the style in terms of informative and expressive language.

Upon investigation, we can say that the narratives mentioning a specific woman by situational
context are a special case pertaining only to that woman. If there is no context indicating all women,
and if the criticism is directed at them, men are not exempt from that criticism. If the context or
expression indicates specificity, it does not contradict the Quran. However, if it contradicts the
Quran and refers exclusively to women, we can limit it to the women of that time and not generalize
it to women of later times.

Keywords: woman, specific woman, Particular women, Nahj al-Balagha.
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