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Obstacles of constructing an Arab theory in sociology
Abstract
This is a critical analytical study through which the researcher aims at limited the main obstacles which he thinks
to hinder the Arab researcher to construct an independent theory in sociology. The Arab researcher depend on the
sociological theories and syllabuses born in foreign countries (such as Europe and USA), and try to take these as
their theoretical frame and base for their studies in their own countries This has made sociology in the Arab
countries stepping nearly in its same spot and never moves forward for the last 60 years which are the total years
of its age as born in the forties of the last century.
The study is divided into two parts: the first section of the first part is concerned with the general frame of study
including the problem of the research, aims, importance and the main obstacles; the second section deals with the
beginnings of sociology in Europe and how it moved to America referring to all the circumstances before and
during this movement. It also refers to the way in which the English ,French, German and American schools have
tackled and cured the sociological phenomena and problems ; where as third section of the first part of the study
shows the appearance of sociology in the Arab countries and how it copies from the European and American
schools .One reason for this is the copying of the studies done by the first Arab generation of scholars in Egypt,
Iraq and Syria after they completed their studies in Europe and America to finally come back home . In this part,
an attempt is made to show the social, economic, political and cultural circumstances at the time of the beginning
of sociology in Europe and America, and also those prepared for the process of copying these into the Arab
countries. This export/ import process has made the Arabs not more than consumers and accordingly we find now
sociology in the Arab countries still in its first place and its starting point.In the second part, a review of the
complex problems (or obstacles) is presented, These are expected to be the reasons after keeping sociology in the
Arab countries only a follower, repeater and conventional .The researcher is seriously upset with the Arab culture
as one of the first reasons as it always calls us back with illiteracy and backwardness in all factors particularly the
socio-economic and political factors. After culture comes the role of the Arab thought as vague and a follower
unproductive thought The problem of sociology in the Arab countries as a "*follower" is tackled with reference to
how it is an output of the political, economic and cultural (and even military) independence. Due to this mess we
find another obstacle which might be named "impotence complexity** . Therefore, the final aim of the study is
specifying and diagnosing the reasons behind the independence of, and accordingly the bad condition of, sociology
in the Arab countries emphasizing that Arab sociologists kept important for the last six decades, up to now, to
prove their selves. Sociology is supposed to find solutions to the complicated problems and phenomena, as part of
its responsibility, but instead now it is a problem itself seeking a solution to get out of its independence and
seriously bad condition.
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