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The role of Bani al-Raddad in the position of custodian of the

Nilometer
Lecturer Dr .Wisam Hashim Jabur
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Keywords: Banu al-Raddad . Scale . Nile
Summary:

Some families in Islamic history were interested in maintaining a
certain position in the state to the point of making the position hereditary,
and being careful not to leave it from their sons, and among those families
was the family of Bani al-Raddad, which occupied the position of the ruler
of the Nilometer from the Abbasid era until the end of the era of the
Mamluk state and even the rule of the Ottoman Empire over Egypt This
scale has had an influential importance in people’s lives, as it works to
measure the degree of water level in the Nile River, which has been known
since ancient times in two serious cases, the first of which is its decrease to
the point of thirst and death for humans, crops and animals due to lack of
water. And the opposite of that situation is a state of frenzy and flood that
kills, destroys and causes great damage. Therefore, setting the scale was of
great importance in the Egyptian society to know the height of the Nile
River, on the basis of which the necessary measures were taken, for
security, safety and stability of life in Egypt, especially the economic aspect
of it. Hence the idea of research related to the role of Bani al-Raddad in
controlling this important position, as that family proved its worth. In this
research, the lineage of the Bani al-Raddad family and their Arab origins,
their knowledge of religious sciences, especially the noble hadith, the
principles of Islamic jurisprudence and the issues related to this science of
public life for man, as well as shedding light on the nature of the Nilometer
and the most important standards that were built on the banks of the Nile

were studied. Throughout the ages.
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