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Summary:

This research presents the study of the conditions and factors that contributed to the
growth and crystallization of the concept of war in Western ecclesiastical thought during
the Middle Ages, and sheds light on the political and economic dimensions that
accompanied the development of this concept in Western Europe, which were reflected in
the policy of the Catholic Church inside and outside the European continent and its
relations with various powers.

Through this study, it became clear to us that the factors that contributed to the growth
and development of the concept of war in Western ecclesiastical thought lie in the
theoretical judgments of Saint Augustine regarding the justice and legality of war, heroic
epics and the militarism of the Germanic peoples, as well as the historical developments in
which the European West was the stage, which It led to the militarization of society in that
period, and based on that, it can be said that the emergence and crystallization of the
concept of holy war was an ideological development that was unique to the Latin West as
a result of a set of historical circumstances and factors that are related to the reality of
European society and its needs during the Middle Ages, and that this development is not
devoid of political dimensions. and economics that were linked to the interests of the
Western Church and the clergy in that period, and had a clear impact on the development

of this concept.
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