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Summary:

By studying Iran policy towards Turkey in the period 1960-1980 it becomes
clear to the extent of congruence and difference in the policies of both countries .

The two countries were corroborating with each other only in the case of
having a common interest. Shah was always trying not to include Turkey in his
relationship with the western countries. This step was made for the purpose of
achieving his goals to make Iran the most important and strongest country in the
Middle East Region. Iran evaluated its relations with Turkey on the basis of what
sounds good for the sake of the country’s national interest. However. the same
thing applies to Turkey. For example. the anxiety appeared at the beginning of the
1960 Coup d'etat. then calmness dominated. then tension rose after the 1971 Coup
d'état. After a while. the clash emerged after the start of the Islamic revolution in
Iran. What proves this idea is the severe clash between the secular ideology in
Turkey and the Shia revolution regime in the Iranian Islamic republic. However.
despite the establishment of an Iranian Islamic regime and the end of the ideological
rapprochement. the relations between the two countries did not deteriorate to
reach the point of perpetrating hostile acts. Iran managed to keep taking a neutral

role and resisting slipping into complex political issues.
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