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Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif: Freedom of worship and political
sovereignty
Dr. Walid Salem
Jerusalem Studies Center - Al-Quds University

Early May, 2022 (modified: July, 2022)

Keywords: Al-Aqsa Mosque - the Temple Mount - freedom of worship - political
sovereignty
Summary:

This paper first argues that the idea of “reconstructing the Temple in the
place of the Holy Sanctuary” is an invented idea that employs the ancient structure
of unknown connection and location according to scientific studies, which was
completely destroyed by the Roman Emperor Titus in 70 AD in order to enhance
and complete the invented political sovereignty that he established On the land of
Palestine, which in turn is based on the invention of a nation and a “promised land”
to which this nation returns after two thousand years of exile. Secondly, the paper
argues that this Zionist conception, if it is generalized globally, will result in the
creation of global chaos, resulting in, for example, the right of the Arabs to demand
the restoration of Andalusia and dozens of other “rights” similar to other peoples,
and the same global chaos can arise from demands to revive religious places that
were destroyed tens of years ago. and/or hundreds of centuries. And thirdly, the
paper shows, by tracing the Ottoman and Mandate positions and decisions
regarding Palestine, that there was no inclusion of any right of the Jews to worship
around the Al-Buraq Wall in any of the Ottoman firmas that were limited to
regulating the status quo (statesco) in the holy Christian places only, while only a
license was granted (and not The right) to visit the site for the Jews during a limited
period and it was limited to the period of the rule of Muhammad Ali Pasha and his

son Ibrahim Pasha over Palestine (1832-1840). And only during the British Mandate
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era after 1917 granted the Jews the right to pray near the Al-Buraq Wall for the first
time officially from the Mandate authority within the policy of implementing the
Balfour Declaration. Al-Agsa / Al-Haram Al-Sharif, including its walls, is the
exclusive property of Muslims and does not belong to anyone but them. Finally,
from the perspective of international relations, the paper attempts to propose a
solution to the issue of the holy places in Palestine, so that the occupying power is
responsible, according to international law, for regulating freedom of worship for all
religions within its 1948 borders, which it has not done since its establishment until

now, which is an additional violation of international law.



